
PARK BOARD MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25, 2015 

 
President Jim Zajkowski called the Park Board meeting to order at 6:15 p.m. on Wednesday, March 25, 
2015. 
 
Members Present: Jim Zajkowski, Frank Norton, Craig Kittel, Tania Strawn, Joe Ard, and Student 
Representative James Elkin 
  
Members Absent: Jon Hailey and Brian Schroeder  
 
Others Present: Dave Green, Ken House, Michelle Wilson, Kaitlyn Wilson, Irv Sather, Mike Foley, 
Jeremiah Wendt, and Marie Bannink 
 
Craig Kittel moved to adopt the agenda, seconded by Frank Norton, motion carried.   
 
Craig Kittel moved to approve the minutes of the January 19, 2015 meeting, seconded by Frank Norton, 
motion carried. 
 
Public Business Items 
None   
 
Unfinished Business 
Skate Park Project Update: 
Jeremiah Wendt stated the land issue has been resolved and it does belong to the City.  The contract with 
the donors, Mary and Irv Sather, has been completed with input from both parties, but is yet to be signed. 
If all proceeds as planned, this will be on the City Council agenda on April 13th.  
 
Moving Wall, September 10 – 14, 2015: 
Dave Green updated the board on the 652nd.  Jeremiah will keep the board posted on if the 652nd will be 
working at Freedom Park.  It has been confirmed the Canadian Moving Wall will be here, as well as POW 
display area.   
 
Citizens Field Restrooms/Score Board: 
Jeremiah updated the group on the restroom project. The below-grade plumbing is completed and the roof 
is waterproof.   
 
Jeremiah presented a photo of the scoreboard.  There was discussion on the official name for the field.  
Jeremiah will check on this.  The wording will be changed taking off dedicated off.  Craig stated this is 
the 77th anniversary of the field.  Jim Zajkowski will be contacting the schools to see if they want to have 
3 or 4 games at the fields.   
 
Bike and Pedestrian Comprehensive Plan: 
Jeremiah is working with MSA on assisting in updating the plan from 2013.  Craig Kittel and Frank 
Norton will represent the Park Board. 
 
New Business 
Gibby’s 10th Anniversary Celebration – Fireworks at Hatfield Park: 
Jamie Gibson from Gibby’s Lanes is requesting permission to light off fireworks over Hatfield Lake on 
Saturday, June 20th.  This will be the 10th Anniversary Celebration for his business.  He plans on hiring a 
licensed person to light them off.  Jamie will furnish us with his insurance and the insurance from the 



person doing the lighting.  These will be lit at dusk, and the show will be double the size of the July 4th 
display. 
 
There was discussion on if there was a softball tournament.   
 
Craig Kittel approved of this use of Hatfield Park contingent on no scheduling with softball, seconded by 
Frank Norton, motion carried. 
 
Girl Scout Silver Award Project: 
Kaitlyn Wilson with Girl Scout Troop 54235 presented her project.  She is making and selling booties to 
raise money to purchase materials for a bench that will be made and installed at the dog park. Jeremiah 
will work with the Troop on getting a plaque for the bench dedication.  Motion was made by Tania 
Strawn to approve the bench project, seconded by Craig Kittel, motion carried.   
 
American Radio Relay League: 
The American Radio Relay League (ARRL) has requested the use of a shelter in Mary Park for June 27-
28 for their ARRL Field Day. They have requested that they be allowed to leave equipment set up 
overnight in the shelter (with attendants on hand to make sure it isn’t tampered with), as the setup process 
is fairly intensive. Jeremiah will get plate numbers and give them to the Police Department prior to the 
event.  Motion was made by Craig Kittel to allow the American Radio Relay League to use Mary Park 
over night, seconded by Tania Strawn, motion carried. 
 
Messes and Masterpieces – April Random Acts of Art: 
Messes and Masterpieces had mentioned in the January agenda item that they would be proposing 
Random Acts of Art to be placed in some parks during the month of April.  This will be similar to what 
they have done in the past with lanterns and tree wrapping.  Motion was made by Jim Zajkowski to allow 
Messes and Masterpieces do April Random Acts of Art, seconded by Craig Kittel, motion carried. 
 
VFW – Feedom Park: 
Ken House with VFW Post 10818 stated there has been discussion with the Mayor on the possibility of 
constructing facilities in Freedom Park.  What they had in mind was pavilion with cooking facilities, 
restrooms and a storage area for the VFW.  They will work with the 652nd on building this project. Ken 
stated the VFW is supported by the community and the youth is their future.   This would be a project 
they would like to have completed before the wall comes this year.  There was also discussion on putting 
a bridge to the island.  Motion was made by Frank Norton to proceed with the preliminary planning of the 
facility at Freedom Park, seconded by Jim Zajkowski, motion carried.   
 
Dam Stairway/Ramp Access: 
The prospect of constructing a ramp on the north side of the New Richmond Mills Dam has been 
discussed in the past, but now with the recent opening of the Doughboy Trail this connection for bikes 
and wheelchairs is more critical than ever.  Jeremiah stated he is also looking at ways to widen the 
walkway.  Craig Kittel asked if this was in our Park Plan, we need to stick to the plan that we put 
together.  Irv Sather commented on putting the design together and people will help pay for the ramp.  
Craig Kittel moved to get cost estimates and design plans for a wider walkway and ramp, seconded by 
Frank Norton, motion carried.  Jeremiah will also contact the National Guard to stop looking for a bridge.   
 
Westfields Earth Day: 
Westfieds has contacted the City asking if we wanted to be involved with their Earth Day event.  They 
will be planting Norway seedlings around town.  Jim Zajkowski moved for Jeremiah to work with 
Westfields on plantings in various areas, seconded by Craig Kittel, motion carried.  
 
 



Bosch Community Fund Grant – Gravel Bed Nursery: 
The City applied for, and recently received, a $6,500 grant from the Bosch Community Fund for the 
construction of a gravel bed nursery. The construction of this facility will allow City staff to raise bare 
root trees for planting in our parks and other public areas. The advantage of bare root trees is that they are 
significantly less expensive than equivalent balled and burlapped trees, and seem to have a better survival 
rate as well.  Craig suggested Jeremiah talk to the Golf Course about their nursery. 
 
Boat Launch Fee: 
Jeremiah reviewed the DNR guidelines for charging launching fees.  These fees would be charged to 
motorized boats. A sign will be displayed to what the funds will be used for.  Frank Norton moved to 
charge $3.00 per day or $30.00 for a seasonal pass, seconded by Craig Kittel, motion carried. 
 
Nature Center Gold Panning Request: 
The City has received a request for permission to pan for gold in the Willow River adjacent to the Nature 
Center.  Land owner’s permission must be given for them to do panning.  Motion was made by Craig 
Kittel to allow gold panning in the Willow River adjacent to the Nature Center, seconded by Tania 
Strawn, motion carried. 
 
Park Land Trust Report: 
Park Land Trust Fund - $73,855.05 
Impact Fee Fund - $60,546.88 
Jeremiah explained the new format for reporting the funds.  The board was pleased with the new 
formatting. 
 
Announcements: 
None.   
 
Frank Norton moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Craig Kittel, motion carried. 
 
The meeting of the Park Board was adjourned at 7:40 p.m.  
 
Minutes Submitted by 
Marie Bannink 
City Secretary 
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