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The Zoning Ordinance adopted December 8, 2014 replaces the old Zoning 
Ordinance in its entirety. The Zoning Ordinance establishes standards for each 
zoning district and is organized into 9 articles. 

The City of New Richmond Zoning Map (Zoning Map), as may be amended, is the 
regulating plan for the new Zoning Ordinance and is the official Zoning Map for the 
City of New Richmond. The Zoning Map illustrates the designated zoning district 
for each property and is regulated by the Zoning Ordinance.

ORGANIZATION OF THE NEW RICHMOND 
ZONING ORDINANCE

USING THE ZONING ORDINANCE
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How to use the Zoning Ordinance

• Copies of the Zoning Map can be found: online (http://www.newrichmondwi.
gov), in the Building Department, and filed at the City Clerk’s Office, or Article 
VI of this Ordinance.

1. Locate your property on the Zoning Map (Map 1).

There are general regulations that apply to each zoning district and general 
guidelines. 

• Go to Article VI (District Standards) to determine the standards for the 
applicable district.

2. Determine which Zoning District applies to your property. 

• Go to Article VII (General Zoning Standards) to review the general regulations 
that apply to all zoning districts.

• Go to Article VIII (Lot and Building Standards) to determine specific lot 
requirements.

• Go to Article IX (Special Overlay Districts) to determine whether any specific 
overlay districts apply.

a. Historic Preservation Overlay District

b. Wellhead Protection District

c. Airport Zoning Overlay

• Go to Chapter 109 Environmental Control to determine whether Floodplain 
Zoning and/or Shoreland Wetland Zoning apply. 

• Look for the procedure icons to navigate the critical steps in your application 
process.

3. Check for additional use requirements.
PROCEDURE ICONS

Recommended meeting
with Staff

Public
hearing

Prohibited
form or function

P Permit
required

Recommendation
by Staff/Commission

Note limitations
in Code

Application &
Fee required

Z1 Agriculture / Preservation District

Z2 Sub-Urban District

Z3 Multi-Use / Corridor District

Z4 General Urban District

Z5 Traditional Neighborhood District

Z6 Central Business District

Z7 Special Use District
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I. TITLE, PURPOSE AND INTENT

ARTICLE I. TITLE, PURPOSE AND INTENT

Sec. 121-1. Title

This Ordinance shall be known, cited and referred to as the “City of New Richmond 
Zoning Ordinance” except as referred to herein, where it shall be known as “this 
Ordinance”.

Sec. 121-2. Purpose and Intent

The general intent of this Ordinance is to regulate and restrict the use of all 
structures, lands and waters and to:

A. Implement the Comprehensive Plan.

B. Promote and protect the comfort, public health, safety, morals, prosperity, 
aesthetics and general welfare of the people.

C. Divide the City into districts restricting and regulating the location, erection, 
construction, reconstruction, alteration and use of buildings, structures and land 
for residence, business and manufacturing and other specified uses.

D. Implement those municipal, County, watershed and regional comprehensive 
plans or components of such plans adopted by the City.

E. Provide for the administration and enforcement of this chapter and to provide 
penalties for the violation of this chapter.

Sec. 121-3. Relationship to Comprehensive Plan

It is the policy of the City of New Richmond that the enforcement, amendment, 
and administration of this Ordinance shall be accomplished by adhering to the 
recommendations contained in the Comprehensive Plan as developed and 
amended from time to time by the Plan Commission and Common Council. The 
Common Council recognizes the Comprehensive Plan as the guiding policy 
for responsibility to regulate land use and development in accordance with the 
purpose and provisions set forth in this Ordinance.



8 City of New Richmond Zoning Ordinance
January 1, 2015

8

I. TITLE, PURPOSE AND INTENT

Sec. 121-4. Application of this Ordinance

A. The jurisdiction of this Chapter shall apply to all structures, lands, water and air 
within the corporate limits of the City. In their interpretation and application, the 
provisions of this Ordinance shall be held as the minimum requirements for the 
promotion of the public health, safety and welfare.

B. Except as herein provided, no structure shall be erected, converted, enlarged, 
reconstructed or altered, and no structure or land shall be used for any 
purpose nor in any manner which is not in conformity with the provisions of this 
Ordinance.

C. Except as herein provided, no building, structure or premises shall hereafter be 
used or occupied and no building permit shall be granted that does not conform 
to the requirements of this Ordinance.

D. Except as herein provided, no land subdivision shall be permitted that creates 
non-conformities with this Ordinance.

Sec. 121-5. Authority

A. This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to the authority granted by Wisconsin 
Statutes, including, but not limited to, § 62.23 (7), 87.30, and 91.51, and 
amendments thereto.

B. This Ordinance was adopted to promote the health, safety and general welfare 
of the City of New Richmond, Wisconsin and its citizens, including protection of 
the environment, conservation of land, energy and natural resources, reduction 
in vehicular traffic congestion, more efficient use of public funds, health benefits 
of a pedestrian environment, historic preservation, education and recreation, 
reduction in sprawl development, and improvement of the built environment.

Sec. 121-6. Conflicts with other restrictions

It is not intended by this Chapter to repeal, abrogate, annul, impair or interfere 
with any existing easements, covenants, deed restrictions, agreements, rules, 
regulations or permits previously adopted or issued pursuant to law. However, 
whenever this Chapter imposes greater restrictions, or such documents, and no 
non-conformities are involved, the provisions of this Chapter shall govern.
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Sec. 121-7. Separability

It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City that several provisions of this 
Ordinance are separable in accordance with the following:

A. If any court of competent jurisdiction shall adjudge any provisions of this 
Ordinance to be invalid, such judgment shall not affect any other provision of this 
Ordinance not specifically included in said judgment.

B. If any court of competent jurisdiction shall adjudge invalid the application of any 
provision of this Ordinance to a particular property, building or other structure, 
such judgment shall not affect the application of said provision to any other 
property, building or structure not specifically included in said judgment.

Sec. 121-8. Specific Functions and Uses not within Zoning 
Districts

The functions and uses of Table 3 are broad categories. Whenever in any zoning 
district a form or function is not allowed in Table 3, the use shall be considered 
prohibited. The Common Council, or the Plan Commission, on their own initiative or 
upon request, may conduct a study to determine if the proposed use is acceptable 
and if so what zoning district would be most appropriate and the determination 
as to conditions and standards relating to development of the use. Based on the 
findings in the study, the Common Council or the applicant may choose to initiate a 
Zoning Ordinance amendment to provide for the proposed form or function or the 
Common Council may find that the form or function is not appropriate.

Sec. 121-9. Repeal of Existing Zoning Regulations and 
Preservation of PUD Districts

A. Repeal of Existing Zoning Regulations

The existing zoning regulations entitled, “Zoning Ordinance” and as subsequently 
amended, are repealed. The adoption of this Ordinance, however, shall not affect 
nor prevent any pending or future prosecution of, or action to abate, an existing 
violation of prior regulations, as long as such violation occurred before January 
1, 2015 of this Zoning Ordinance, as provided in Section 121-10 of this Zoning 
Ordinance. 

B. Preservation of PUD Districts.

Except as otherwise provided in this section, planned unit developments approved 
by the City as of January 1, 2015 are rescinded.  The following properties are 

Prohibited
form or function
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zoned planned unit development, in accordance with the identified ordinance or as 
provided herein:

1. Richmond Crossings, Ordinance #464, adopted 2/10/14

2. Armstrong-Skoglund, Ordinance #461, adopted 11/11/13

3. Rich River Trails, Ordinance #301, adopted 10/13/03 – amended 2/11/13

4. Deerfield, Ordinance #431, adopted 4/11/11

5. Horseshoe Heights, Approved as a PUD Plat March 2007

6. Evergreen Valley Phase 3, Approved as a PUD Plat 6/13/05

7. Evergreen Valley Phase 1, Approved as a PUD Plat 6/7/05

8. James Place, Ordinance 325, adopted 10/11/04

9. Evergreen Valley Phase 2, Approved as a PUD Plat 9/7/04

10. Willowwind, Ordinance #308, adopted 11/10/03

11. Richmond Prairie Condo, Ordinance #299, adopted 8/11/03

12. Portion of Fox Run, Approved as a PUD Plat 4/4/02

13. Fairway Pines, Approved as a PUD Plat 8/13/01

14. Golf Side Villas, Approved as a PUD Plat 8/13/01

15. Paperjack Place & Paperjack Creek Villas, Ordinance #264, adopted 
4/9/01

16. Woodland Creek, Approved as a PUD Plat 5/8/00

17. Northwind Addition, Approved as a PUD Plat 5/4/99

18. West Ridge Condominiums, Ordinance #210, adopted 4/13/98

19. Highview Estates, Approved as a PUD Plat 6/8/95

Sec. 121-10. Effective Date

The Zoning Ordinance shall become effective January 1, 2015.



11 City of New Richmond Zoning Ordinance
January 1, 2015

II. VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES

ARTICLE II. VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES

Sec. 121-11. Violations 

It shall be unlawful to use or improve any structure or land, or to use water or air 
in violation of any of the provisions of this chapter. In case of any violation, the 
Common Council, the Zoning Administrator, or any property owner who would 
be specifically damaged by such violation may cause an appropriate action or 
proceeding to be instituted to enjoin a violation of this Ordinance or cause a 
structure to be vacated or removed.

Sec. 121-12. Remedial Action 

Whenever an order of the Zoning Administrator has not been complied with within 
30 days after written notice has been mailed to the owner, the resident agent or 
occupant of the premises, the Common Council, the Zoning Administrator or the 
City Attorney may institute appropriate legal action or proceedings.

Sec. 121-13. Penalties 

Any person, firm or corporation who fails to comply with the provisions of this 
Ordinance or any order of the Zoning Administrator issued in accordance with this 
Ordinance or resists enforcement shall, upon conviction thereof, be guilty of an 
offense.
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ARTICLE III. RULES AND DEFINITIONS

Sec. 121-14. Rules

The language set forth in the text of this Ordinance shall be interpreted in 
accordance with the following rules of construction:

1. The singular number includes the plural and the plural the singular.

2. The present tense includes the past and future tenses.

3. The words “shall” and “must” are mandatory, and the words “may” and 
“should” are permissive.

4. The masculine gender includes the feminine and neuter genders. 

5. Whenever a word or term is defined and appears in the text of this 
Ordinance, its meaning shall be construed as set forth in such definition.

6. All measured distances expressed in feet shall be in the nearest tenth of 
a foot.

7. In the event of conflicting provisions, the more restrictive provisions shall 
apply.

8. For terminology not defined in this Ordinance, the City Code, the 
Wisconsin State Building Code, or the Webster’s Dictionary shall be 
used to define such terms, in the reasonable discretion of the Zoning 
Administrator.

9. In the event of a conflict between text and graphics, the text shall apply. 
The graphics are included to aid the reader but are not to be controlling of 
any interpretation of this Ordinance.

Sec. 121-15. Definitions

Abutting. Having a common border with, or being separated from such a 
common border by a public right-of-way, alley, or easement.
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Accessory use, structure, or building. A use, structure, or building 
subordinate to the principal use of a building or to the principal use of land and is 
located on the same parcel and serving a purpose customarily incidental to the 
use of the principal building or land use. Accessory uses or structures to residential 
principal uses may include: Garages, carports, surface parking, swimming pools 
and sheds, but shall not include sidewalks or at-grade patios. 

Adult Oriented Use. Any activity covered by the definitions of adult bookstore, 
adult cabaret, adult motel, adult motion-picture theater, adult retail shop, massage 
parlor, model studio, or sexual encounter center or any other activity that appeals 
to the prurient interest of the general public. Includes all adult-oriented businesses 
and activities as defined by Chapter 50, Article V, Division 2 of the New Richmond 
City Code.

Alley. A public way not more than 21 feet wide which affords only a secondary 
means of access to abutting property. 

Apartment. Any real property that has one or more structures and that contains 
four or more dwelling units for rent or lease.

Airport Related Definitions:

Airport hazard. Any structure, poles, lines, trees or use of land which 
obstructs the air space required for the flight of aircraft in landing or taking off 
at the airport or is otherwise hazardous to such landing or taking off of aircraft. 

Approach surface. A surface longitudinally centered on the extended 
runway centerline, extending outward and upward from the end of the primary 
surface and at the same slope as the approach zone height limitation slope 
set forth in Section 121-61. In plan, the perimeter of the approach surface 
coincides with the perimeter of the approach zone. 

Approach, transitional, horizontal, and conical zones. These 
zones are set forth in Section 121-61. 

Conical surface. A surface extending outward and upward from the 
periphery of the horizontal surface at a slope of 20 to one for a horizontal 
distance of 4,000 feet. 

Height. For the purpose of determining the height limits in all zones set forth 
in this Ordinance and shown on the zoning Map, the datum shall be mean sea 
level elevation unless otherwise specified. 

Horizontal surface. A horizontal plane 150 feet above the established 
airport elevation, the perimeter of which in plan coincides with the perimeter of 
the horizontal zone. 
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Nonprecision instrument runway. A runway having an existing 
instrument approach procedure utilizing air navigation facilities with only 
horizontal guidance, or area type navigation equipment, for which a straight-in 
nonprecision instrument approach procedure has been approved or planned. 

Obstruction. Any structure, growth, or other object, including a mobile 
object, which exceeds a limiting height set forth in Section 121-61. 

Primary surface. A surface longitudinally centered on a runway. When the 
runway has a specially prepared hard surface, the primary surface extends 
200 feet beyond each end of that runway; when the runway has no specially 
prepared hard surface, or planned hard surface, the primary surface ends 
at each end of that runway. The width of the primary surface is set forth in 
Section 121-61. The elevation of any point on the primary surface is the same 
as the elevation of the nearest point on the runway centerline. 

Public airport. Any airport as defined in Wisconsin State Statutes 
§114.002. 

Runway. A defined area on an airport prepared for the landing and takeoff of 
aircraft along its length. 

Structure. An object, including a mobile object, constructed or installed by 
man, including, but without limitation, buildings, towers, cranes, smokestacks, 
earth formation, and overhead transmission lines. 

Transitional surfaces. These surfaces extend outward at 90-degree 
angles to the runway centerline and the runway centerline extended at a slope 
of seven feet horizontally for each foot vertically from the sides of the primary 
and approach surfaces to where they intersect the horizontal and conical 
surfaces. 

Tree. Any self-supporting woody perennial plant, usually having a main 
stem or trunk and many branches, and at maturity normally attaining a trunk 
diameter greater than 3 inches at any point and a height of over 10 feet.

Utility runway. A runway that is constructed for and intended to be used by 
propeller-driven aircraft of 12,500 pounds maximum gross weight and less. 

Visual runway. A runway intended solely for the operation of aircraft using 
visual approach procedures. 

Arterial street. A public street or highway used or intended to be used primarily 
for large volume or heavy through traffic. It’s purpose is to provide through traffic 
for a heavy volume of vehicles between neighborhoods and other parts of the City. 
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As-built plan. The amended final site plans specifying the locations, 
dimensions, finished grades, capacities, and capabilities of structures or facilities 
as they have been constructed.

Auditorium. A building or structure designed or intended for use for the 
gathering of people as an audience to hear music, lectures, plays, and other 
presentations.

Basement. That portion of any structure all or partly underground but having at 
least one-half of its height, the distance between the ceiling and floor, below grade.

Bed and breakfast. A building that provides 4 or fewer sleeping rooms for 
temporary occupancy for compensation by transient guests who are traveling for 
business or pleasure and is the owner’s personal residence and occupied by the 
owner at the time of rental. The partnership form of ownership shall be allowed 
under this definition. 

Beer Garden.  A beer garden is defined as an open air, roofed or unroofed 
area adjacent or accessory to a Class B intoxicating liquor and/or fermented malt 
beverage licensed premises, where beer and other alcoholic beverages are served 
or consumed. A beer garden does not include: 

1. A temporary extension of licensed premises granted by the Common 
Council.

2. A rooftop patio on a licensed premise.

3. That portion of an existing licensed premise which was located outdoors 
prior to the adoption of this Ordinance.

Berm. An earthen mound designed to provide visual interest on a site, screen 
undesirable views, reduce noise or fulfill other similar purposes.

Block. A tract of land bounded by streets or by a combination of streets and 
public parks or other recognized lines of demarcation. 

Box, Large. A freestanding building with a commercial function with a floor area 
greater than 35,000 square feet.

Box, Medium. A freestanding building with a commercial function with a floor 
area between 5,001 and 35,000 square feet.

Box, Small. A freestanding building with a commercial function with a floor area 
not exceeding 5,000 square feet.

Buffer. The use of land, topography, difference in elevation, space, fences, or 
landscape planting to screen or partially screen a use or property from the vision 

Berm diagram

viewsnoise
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of another use or property, and thus reduce undesirable influences such as: sight, 
noise, dust and other external effects.

Building. Any structure having a roof supported by columns or walls used or 
intended to be used for the shelter or enclosure of persons, animals, equipment, 
machinery or materials. When a building is divided into separate parts by 
unpierced walls extending from the ground up, each part shall be deemed a 
separate building. 

Building, detached. A building surrounded by open space on the same lot. 

Building height. The building height shall be measured in number of stories, 
excluding attics and raised basements, see Story and Basement definitions.

Building, principal. A structure in which is conducted the principal use of the 
lot on which it is located. 

Bulk Storage Tanks and Facilities. An establishment where commodities, 
including both liquids and solids, are received by pipelines, tank car, tank vehicle, 
or other container, and are stored or blended in bulk for the purpose of distribution 
by pipeline, tank car, tank vehicle, or container. 

Business. An occupation, employment or enterprise which occupies time, labor 
and materials, or wherein merchandise is exhibited or sold, or where services are 
offered. 

Canopy. A rigid structure attached to and extending outward from a building, 
designed to protect the building and/or people under the canopy from the sun, rain 
or snow. 

Cemetery. A placed used for internment of human or animal remains or 
cremated remains, including a mausoleum for vault or crypt internments.

Childcare Center. A commercial facility where 6 or more children are cared for 
on a part-time basis by day or by night including after-school care. The term does 
not include community based residential facilities, foster homes, group homes, 
rehabilitation or detention centers, orphanages, or other places operating primarily 
for remedial care.

Clinic, medical or dental. A group of medical or dental offices consisting 
of one or more buildings and organized as a unified facility to provide medical or 
dental treatment as contrasted with an unrelated group of such offices, but not 
including in-patient care. 

Collocation.  The location of wireless telecommunications equipment from 
more than one provider on a common tower, building or structure. 

building
height

2

1

Building height diagram
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Commercial receiving and/or transmitting antennas.  Any antenna 
erected to transfer information for commercial use. 

Community living arrangement. Any of the following facilities licensed, 
operated or permitted by the State of Wisconsin: 

• Residential Care Center – a facility where 4 or more children reside and 
are provided with care and maintenance for no more than 75 days in any 
consecutive 12 month period by persons other than a relative or guardian.

• Group Home or Group Foster Home – a facility where 5 to 8 foster children 
reside and are provided with care and maintenance by persons other than a 
relative or guardian.

• Community Based Residential Facility - a facility where 5 or more adults not 
related to the operator reside and are provided with care, treatment or services 
above the level of room and board but less than nursing care.

Comprehensive Plan. The City of New Richmond Comprehensive Plan, as 
may be amended.

Conditional use. A use which, because of special challenges of control the 
use presents, requires reasonable, but special, unusual, or extraordinary limitations 
peculiar to the use for the protection of the public welfare and the integrity of this 
Ordinance and the Comprehensive Plan.

Corner office.  A freestanding building with over 50% of the ground floor, not 
exceeding 1,200 square feet, serving an office function for the primary purpose of 
serving neighborhood residents within a quarter mile radius, typically sited on a 
corner lot.

Corner store.  A freestanding building with over 50% of the ground floor, not 
exceeding 1,200 square feet, serving a retail function for the primary purpose of 
serving neighborhood residents within a quarter mile radius, typically sited on a 
corner lot. A corner store may include café and take out food services.
 
Craftsman / repair shop. Establishment primarily engaged in the provision 
of craft or repair service to individuals and households, rather than businesses, but 
excluding automotive and equipment repair use types.

Crematorium. A facility containing at least one properly installed, certified 
apparatus intended for use in the act of cremation.

Development. Any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, 
including but not limited to construction of or additions or substantial improvements 
to buildings, other structures, or accessory uses related to the additions or 
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substantial improvements such as mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, 
excavation or drilling operations or disposition of materials. 

Display lot or area. Outdoor areas where active nighttime sales activity 
occurs, and where accurate color perception of merchandise by customers is 
required. To qualify as a display lot, one of the following specific uses must occur: 
automobile sales, boat sales, tractor sales, building supply sales, gardening or 
nursery sales, assembly lots, swap meets. Uses not on this list must be approved 
as a display lot use by the Plan Commission. 

Drive-through facility. A business that by design, physical facilities, service 
or by packaging procedures encourages or permits customers to receive services, 
obtain goods or be entertained while remaining in their motor vehicles, excluding 
gasoline service stations as defined in this subdivision.

Dwelling. A building designed or used exclusively as a residence or sleeping 
place, but does not include boardinghouses or lodginghouses, motels, hotels, 
tents, cabins or mobile homes. 

Dwelling, efficiency. A dwelling unit consisting of one principal room with no 
separate sleeping rooms. 

Dwelling, multiple-family. A residential building designed for or occupied by 
three or more families, with the number of families in residence not to exceed the 
number of dwelling units provided. 

Dwelling, single-family. A detached building designed for or occupied by 
one family. 

Dwelling, two family. A building containing 2 one-family dwelling units 
separated from each other by any unpierced wall extending from the basement to 
the roof or between floors.

Dwelling unit. A group of rooms constituting all or part of a dwelling, which are 
arranged, designed, used or intended for use exclusively as living quarters for one 
family. 

Essential services. Services provided by public and private utilities, 
necessary for the exercise of the principal use or service of the principal building. 
These services include underground, surface or overhead gas, electrical, steam, 
water, sanitary sewerage, stormwater drainage, and communication systems and 
accessories thereto, such as poles, towers, wires, mains, drains, vaults, culverts, 
laterals, sewers, pipes, catchbasins, water storage tanks, conduits, cables, fire 
alarm boxes, police callboxes, traffic signals, pumps, lift stations and hydrants, but 
not including buildings. 
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Fairgrounds. Public or privately owned land used for public fairs, events, 
concerts and public gatherings.

Family. 
1. One or more persons related by blood, marriage, adoption, or affinity, and 
resident domestic employees, which occupy a dwelling unit and live as a single 
housekeeping unit; or
2. Persons with disabilities as so defined in Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968, 
as amended by the “Fair Housing Act”; or
3.  Not more than 4 unrelated persons, living together as a single housekeeping 
unit in a dwelling unit.

Farming. General farming shall include floriculture, forest and game 
management, orchards, raising of grain, grass, and seed crops, raising of fruits, 
nuts and berries, sod farming and vegetable farming. General farming includes the 
operating of such an area for one or more of the above uses with the necessary 
accessory uses for treating or storing the produce, provided, however, that the 
operation of any such accessory uses shall be secondary to that of the normal 
farming activities. 

Farmstead. A single-family residential structure located on a parcel of land, 
which primary land use is associated with agriculture. 

Fee simple. A form of land ownership that includes all property rights, including 
the right to develop land.

Fire station. A building used for fire equipment and firefighters.

Floor area, business and manufacturing buildings. For the purpose 
of determining off-street parking and off-street loading requirements, the sum of 
the gross horizontal areas of the floors of the building, or portion thereof, devoted 
to a use requiring off-street parking or loading. This area shall include elevators 
and stairways, accessory storage areas located within selling or working space 
occupied by counters, racks or closets and any basement floor area devoted to 
retailing activities, to the production or processing of goods, or to business or 
professional offices. However, floor area, for the purposes of determining off-street 
parking spaces, shall not include floor area devoted primarily to storage purposes 
except as otherwise noted herein. 

Footcandle. A measure of illumination on a surface that is everywhere one 
foot from a uniform point source of light of one candle and equal to one lumen per 
square foot.

Frontage. All the property abutting on one side of a street between two 
intersecting streets or all of the property abutting on one side of a street between 
an intersecting street and the dead end of a street. 
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Funeral home. A building used for the preparation of the deceased for burial 
and display of the deceased and rituals connected with the activities before burial 
or cremation.

Full Time Equivalent Employee (FTE). An FTE is the equivalent of one 
person working full time. 

Garage, private. A detached accessory building or portion of the principal 
building, designed, arranged, used or intended to be used for storage of 
automobiles of the occupant of the premises. 

Garage, public. Any building or portion thereof, not accessory to a residential 
building or structure, used for equipping, servicing, repairing, leasing or public 
parking of motor vehicles. 

Gas station / Convenience store. Any building or premises used for the 
dispensation, sale or offering for sale at retail of any motor fuels, oils or lubricants. 
When the use is incidental to the conduct of a public garage, the premises shall be 
classified as a public garage.

Golf course. A tract of land laid out with at least 9 holes for playing a game of 
golf that may include a clubhouse, shelters, a pro-shop and practice facilities.
 
Grade modifications. Any modification to the grade or drainage of a property 
in conjunction with the construction of a fence shall be subject to approval by the 
Director of Public Works.

Grain storage. A facility, such as a bin or silo, for the temporary storage of 
grain.

Green house. Retail business whose principal activity is the selling of plants 
grown on the site and having outside storage, growing, or display.

Historic District Related Definitions:

Certificate of Appropriateness. The certificate issued by the Historic 
Preservation Commission approving alteration, rehabilitation, construction, 
reconstruction or demolition of a historic structure, historic site or any 
improvement in a historic district. 

Historic District. An area designated by the Common Council on 
recommendation of the Historic Preservation Commission, that contains two 
or more historic improvements or sites, as well as those abutting improvement 
parcels which the Historic Preservation Commission determines should fall 
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under the provisions of this Ordinance to assure that their appearance and 
development is harmonious with such historic structures or historic sites. 

Historic Site. Any parcel of land of historic significance due to a substantial 
value in tracing the history or prehistory of man, or upon which a historic event 
has occurred, and which has been designated as a historic site under this 
Ordinance, or an improvement parcel, or part thereof, on which is situated a 
historic structure and any abutting improvement parcel, or part thereof, used 
as and constituting part of the premises on which the historic structure is 
situated. 

Historic structure. Any improvement which has a special character 
or special historic interest or value as part of the development, heritage 
or cultural characteristics of the City, State or nation and which has been 
designated as a historic structure pursuant to the provisions of this Ordinance.

Home occupation. An accessory use of a dwelling unit for gainful employment 
involving the manufacture, provision or sale of goods and/or services that is clearly 
secondary to the residential use and does not change the character of the structure 
as a residence and meets all the applicable limitations of this Ordinance. 

Hospital. An institution intended primarily for the medical diagnosis, treatment 
and care of patients being given medical treatment. A hospital shall be 
distinguished from a clinic by virtue of providing for in-patient care. 

Hotel, Motel, Inn. A building in which lodging, with or without meals, is 
offered to transient guests for compensation and in which there are more than five 
sleeping rooms with no cooking facilities in any individual room or apartment. 

Improvement. Any building, structure, place, work of art or other object 
constituting a physical betterment of real property, or any part of such betterment, 
including streets, alleys, sidewalks, curbs, lighting fixtures, signs and the like. 

Improvement parcel. The unit of property which includes a physical 
betterment constituting an improvement and the land embracing the site thereof, 
and is treated as a single entity for the purpose of levying real estate taxes. 
Provided, however, that the term “improvement parcel” shall also include any 
unimproved area of land which is treated as a single entity for such tax purposes. 

Junk. Any scrap, waste, reclaimable material or debris, whether or not stored 
or used in conjunction with dismantling, processing, salvage, storage, baling, 
disposal or other use or disposition. The term “junk” includes, but is not limited 
to, inoperable vehicles, tires, vehicle parts, equipment, paper, rags, metal, glass, 
building materials, household appliances, brush, wood and lumber. 
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Junkyard. Any place at which personal property is or may be salvaged 
for reuse, resale or reduction or similar disposition and is owned, possessed, 
collected, accumulated, dismantled or assorted, including but not limited to used or 
salvaged or new scrapped base metal or metals, their compounds or combinations, 
used for salvaged rope, bags, paper, rags, glass, rubber, lumber, mill work, brick 
and similar property, except animal matter; and used motor vehicles, machinery 
or equipment which are used, owned or possessed for the purpose of wrecking or 
salvaging parts therefrom. 

Kennel. A place where 3 or more of any single type of domestic animal, over 6 
months of age, are owned, boarded, bred, or offered for sale.

Laboratory facility. A building or group of buildings in which are located 
facilities for scientific research, investigation, testing or experimentation, but not 
facilities involving the outdoor keeping of animals or the outdoor use of animal 
products.

Law enforcement. A public or private organization that provides law 
enforcement or police protection for a certain jurisdiction, which typically is a 
municipality or county.

Library. A public facility for the use, but not sale, of literary, musical, artistic, or 
reference material.

Livestock. Farm animals defined as livestock by Wisconsin Statutes, Chapter 
91, as may be amended.  This includes bovine animals, equine animals, goats, 
poultry, sheep, swine, farm-raised deer, farm-raised game birds, camelids, ratites 
and farm-raised fish.

Live/Work Unit. Buildings or spaces within buildings that are used jointly for 
commercial and residential purposes where the residential use of the space is 
secondary or accessory to the primary use as a place of work.

Loading area. A completely off-street space or berth on the same lot for the 
loading or unloading of freight carriers, having adequate ingress and egress to a 
public street or alley. 

Lot. A parcel of land having frontage on a public street, or other officially approved 
means of access, occupied or intended to be occupied by a principal building or 
use and sufficient in size to meet the lot width, lot frontage, lot area and other open 
space provisions of this Ordinance as pertaining to the district wherein located. 

Lot area. The area of contiguous land bounded by lot lines, exclusive of land 
designated for public rights-of-way. 
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Lot, corner. A lot situated at the intersection of two streets. 

Lot coverage.  The total area of all buildings, measured at grade, all accessory 
structures including pools, patios, etc., and all paved areas as a percentage of the 
total area of the lot, with the following exceptions: pervious pavement and green 
roofs.

Lot depth. The shortest horizontal distance between the front lot line and the 
rear lot line measured at a 90-degree angle from the street right-of-way. 

Lot, interior. A lot with frontage on only one street. 

Lot, through. A lot other than a corner lot with frontage on two streets. 

Lot line. Legally established lines dividing one lot, plot of land or parcel of land 
from an adjoining lot or plot of land or parcel of land as defined herein. 

Lot line, front. A lot line separating the lot from the primary frontage or public 
right-of-way.

Lot line, rear. A lot line which is opposite and most distant from the front lot line 
and, in the case of an irregular or triangular-shaped lot, a line ten feet in the length 
within the lot, parallel to and at the maximum distance from the front lot line. 

Lot line, secondary front. On a corner lot, a lot line which is perpendicular 
or approximately perpendicular to the front lot line and which faces the public right-
of-way or approved private road.

Lot line, side. Any lot boundary line not a front line or a rear lot line. 

Lot of record. A lot which has been recorded in the Office of the Register of 
Deeds prior to the date of publication of this Zoning Ordinance of this chapter. 

Lot width. The horizontal distance between the side lot lines at the building 
setback line. 

Luminaire. A complete lighting unit consisting of a light source and all necessary 
mechanical, electrical and decorative parts.

Manufacturing and processing. To bring something into being by forming, 
shaping, combining, or altering materials; intended to exclude industries that may 
be dangerous or generate a high degree or noise, smoke, traffic or air or water 
pollution of that would otherwise create a public or private nuisance.
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Mini storage. A building or group of buildings consisting of individual, self-
contained units leased to individuals, organizations, or businesses for self-serve 
storage of personal property.

Mixed use block building. A building generally of a single massing element, 
designed for occupancy by retail, service or office uses on the ground floor, with 
upper floors also configured for those uses or residential uses.

Mobile Home Related Definitions:

Foundation siding. A fire and weather resistant, prefinished material 
surrounding the entire perimeter of a home and completely enclosing a space 
between the exterior wall of such home and the ground. Foundation siding 
shall be properly vented, harmonious, and compatible with the house and 
installed within 60 days from the date of placement on site. 

Mobile home. A manufactured home that is HUD certified and labeled 
under the National Mobile Home Construction and Safety Standards Act of 
1974. A mobile home is a transportable structure, being eight feet or more 
in width (not including the overhang of the roof), built on a chassis and 
designed to be used as a dwelling with or without permanent foundation when 
connected to the required utilities. 

Mobile home lot. A parcel of land for the placement of a single mobile 
home and the exclusive use of its occupants. 

Mobile home park. Any lot on which two or more mobile homes are 
parked for the purpose of permanent habitation and including any associated 
service, storage, recreations and other community service facilities designed 
for the exclusive use of park occupants. 

Mobile home subdivision. A land subdivision, as defined by Wisconsin 
Statutes Chapter 236 and any Ordinance, with lots intended for the placement 
of individual mobile home units. Individual home sites are in separate 
ownership as opposed to the rental arrangements in mobile home parks. 

Modular unit. A prefabricated, detached single- or double-family 
dwelling unit designed for long-term occupancy and containing sleeping 
accommodations, a flush toilet, a tub or shower bath and kitchen facilities 
with plumbing and electrical connections provided for attachment to outside 
systems, which is or was designed to be transported and mounted on a 
permanent foundation. 

Museum. A room or building for exhibiting, or an institution in charge of a 
collection of books, or artistic, historical, or scientific objects.
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Nonconforming lot. Parcel of land that existed lawfully before this Ordinance 
was enacted or amended, but that does not conform with the use restrictions in this 
Ordinance.

Nonconforming structure.  A dwelling or other building that existed lawfully 
before this Zoning Ordinance was enacted or amended, but that does not conform 
with the use restrictions this current Ordinance.

Nonconforming use.  The use of land, a dwelling or a building that existed 
lawfully before this Zoning Ordinance was enacted or amended, but that does not 
conform with the use restrictions in this Ordinance.

Nursing home. An establishment used as a dwelling place by the aged, infirm, 
chronically ill or incurably afflicted, in which not less than three persons live or 
are kept or provided for on the premises for compensation, excluding clinics and 
hospitals and similar institutions devoted to the diagnosis, treatment or the care of 
the sick or injured. 

Office The use of a building for administrative, executive, professional, research, 
or similar organizations. A general office is characterized by a low proportion 
of vehicle trips attributable to visitors or clients in relationship to employees. 
Examples include, but are not limited to, firms providing architectural, computer 
software consulting, data management, engineering, interior design, graphic 
design, or legal services.

Open air market. A retail sales establishment operated substantially in the 
open air including, but not limited to: farmers market, flea markets, sidewalk retail, 
and the like. Uses not included are: car sales, equipment sales, boat sales, and 
home and garden supplies and equipment.

Outdoor storage. The location of any goods, wares, merchandise, 
commodities or any other item outside of a completely enclosed building for a 
continuous period longer than 24 hours.

Owner. The holder of record of an estate in possession in fee simple, or for life, 
in land or real property, or a vendee of record under a land contract for the sale 
of an estate in possession in fee simple or for life but does not include the vendor 
under a land contract. A tenant in common or joint tenant shall be considered such 
owner to the extent of his interest. The personal representative of at least one 
owner shall be considered an owner. 

Parking structure. A structure designed and used for the storage of motor 
vehicles at, below, or above grade or a combination thereof.

Parking, Surface. A structure or premises containing 5 or more parking 
spaces open to the public. 
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Places of Worship/Assembly. Any place of worship, including any 
church, synagogue, temple, mosque, or other building or facility providing meeting 
space for social gatherings, including but not limited to wedding receptions, 
graduation parties, and business functions. This term includes, but is not limited 
to, a convention center, banquet hall, rental hall, and meeting space for a club or 
membership organization. This term does not include uses not typically used for 
worship, such as schools, recreational facilities, day care or child care facilities, 
kindergartens, dormitories, or other facilities. 

Public property.  Land, buildings, or other structures owned or operated by the 
City of New Richmond or other governmental entities. 

Public works garage. A public building used exclusively for City, County, or 
State maintenance vehicles.

Recreation, indoor.  A place of business providing group leisure activities 
of a more active recreation nature located indoors, often requiring equipment and 
open to the public with or without entry or activity fees. This may include, but is 
not limited to: game courts, skating rinks, bowling alleys, health spas and fitness 
studios, gyms or sports rooms or similar uses. 

Recreation, outdoor.  A place of business providing group leisure activities of 
a more active recreation nature primarily outdoors, often requiring equipment and 
open to the public with or without entry or activity fees. This may include, but is not 
limited to: game courts, skating rinks, commercial golf facilities, and similar uses. 

Recreation, vehicle.  A vehicular type unit primarily designed as temporary 
living quarters for recreational, camping, or travel use, which either has its own 
power or is mounted on or drawn by another vehicle.

Restaurant. A business establishment consisting of a kitchen and dining room, 
whose primary purpose is to prepare and serve food to be eaten by customers 
seated in the dining room. 

Retail. The sale of goods or merchandise in small quantities to the consumer. 

Roadside stand. Land used or occupied for the purpose of buying or selling 
produce or other items grown or produced on-site.

Seasonal sales. A sale or display of merchandise that is temporarily displayed 
for a period not to exceed 4 months.

School. A building used for the purpose of elementary or secondary education, 
which meets all the requirements of compulsory education laws of the State of 
Wisconsin, and not providing residential accommodations.
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School, College. An educational institution authorized by the State of 
Wisconsin to award associate, bachelor or higher degrees.

School, Trade. Teaching and training directed toward specific vocations.

Setback, Principal Front. A line parallel with a front line of a lot which is 
closest to the front lot line, and intersecting two other lot lines of the lot.

Setback, Rear. A line parallel with a rear line of a lot tangent to that part of the 
building which is closest to such rear lot line and intersecting two other lot lines of 
the lot.

Setback, Secondary Front. A side setback of a corner lot which faces a 
public or private street.

Setback, Side. A setback that extends from the rear lot line to the front lot line 
and is not adjacent to a public or private street.

Sign Related:

Abandoned sign. A sign which no longer correctly advertises a bona fide 
business, lessor, owner, product or activity conducted, or product available on 
the premises where the sign is displayed or elsewhere. 

Animated sign. A sign which creates an illusion of movement or motion. 
Not to include a flashing sign, defined separately. 

Area of copy. The entire area within a single, continuous perimeter 
composed of squares or rectangles which encloses the extreme limits of the 
advertising message, announcement or decoration of a wall sign. 

Area of sign. The area of the largest single face of the sign within a 
perimeter which forms the outside shape, by excluding the necessary supports 
or uprights on which the sign may be placed. If the sign consists of more than 
one section or module, all areas shall be totaled. Any irregular shaped sign 
area shall be computed using the actual sign face surface and in the case of 
individual letters, the area of copy will be squared off and used. 

Awning sign. That area of an awning occupied by signage. An awning sign 
may or may not be illuminated. 

Banner. A sign made of flexible materials and supported along one or more 
sides or at two or more corners by staples, tape, wires, ropes, strings, or other 
materials that are not fixed or rigid.
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Building fascia. That portion of a building which is parallel, or nearly so, to 
the abutting right-of-way. 

Business identification sign. Any sign which promotes the name and 
type of business only on the premises where it is located. 

Canopy sign. Any sign attached to or constructed in, on or under a canopy 
or marquee. Canopy signs shall be controlled by the rules governing projecting 
signs. 

Changeable message sign.  A sign, such as a manual reader board, 
where copy changes. Any sign may be, or included as part of it, such a sign. 

Construction sign. A temporary sign which warns persons of any 
construction or demolition for a project or describes the project and the 
contractors involved. 

Directional sign. Any sign which serves to designate the location or 
direction of any place or area on the same premise, i.e., enter, exit, parking, 
etc. These signs shall contain no message other than that 50% of the sign 
may contain the business name or logo. 

Electronic message sign. A changeable message sign whose 
message is electronically activated, such as with light bulbs or mechanical flip 
discs. 

Flashing sign. Any sign which contains an intermittent light source or 
which includes the illusion of an intermittent light source, not to include 
electronic message or time and temperature signs. 

Freeway. A divided traffic way in respect to which abutting property owners 
and others have only limited access to and from as determined by the 
authority having jurisdiction over such traffic way. 

Freeway oriented sign. Any sign located with the sign positioned for 
primary reading from the freeway. 

Grade. The elevation or level of the street closest to the structure or sign to 
which reference is made, measured at the street centerline. 

Gross area. The area of a sign determined by using the outside perimeter 
dimensions of the sign. If the sign consists of more than one module or 
section, their areas shall be totaled. If the modules are formed in the shape of 
letters or symbols, the rules for “area of copy” apply. 

Canopy, Projecting, Marquee 
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Ground sign. A sign erected on one or more supports or uprights and not 
attached by any means to any building. 

Height of sign. The vertical distance measured from the grade at the 
street right-of-way line where the sign is located to the highest point of the 
sign. 

Illuminated sign. A sign designed to incorporate artificial light for 
nighttime viewing. 

Legal nonconforming sign. A sign that met Zoning Ordinance 
requirements when it was originally installed, but does not meet the 
requirements of this Ordinance. 

Off-premises sign. A sign which advertises facilities, goods, products, or 
services not on the premises where the sign is located, or directs persons to a 
different location from where the sign is located. This includes billboards. 

On-premises sign. A sign identifying or advertising a business, person, 
activity, product, service, or goods located on the premises where the sign is 
installed and maintained. 

Portable sign. Any sign not permanently attached to the ground or 
building. 

Projecting sign. A sign, normally double-faced, which is attached to 
and projects from a structure or building fascia. Area of projecting signs are 
calculated on one face only. 

Real estate sign. A temporary on-premises sign pertaining to the sale, 
lease or rental of land and buildings. 

Roof sign. A sign erected upon, against or above a roof. 

Sign. Any emblem, painting, banner, pennant, placard, design, identification, 
description, illustration or device, illuminated or non-illuminated, to advertise, 
identify, convey information or direct attention to a product, service, place, 
activity, person, institution, business or solicitation, including any permanently 
installed or situated merchandise. For the purpose of removal, signs shall also 
include all sign structures, but not including any buried foundations. 

Sign contractor. Any person, partnership or corporation engaged in whole 
or in part in the erection or maintenance of signs, excluding the business 
which the sign advertises. 

Ground sign diagram

Real estate sign diagram

Roof sign diagram
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Sign structure. Any device or material which supports, has supported, or 
is capable of supporting a sign in a stationary position, including decorative 
covers. 

Swinging sign. A sign installed on an arm, mast, or spar that is not, in 
addition, permanently fastened to an adjacent wall or upright pole. 

Time and temperature sign. An electrically controlled sign alternately 
displaying time and temperature for public service information. It may be 
incorporated into a business identification sign. 

Temporary sign. A sign not intended or designed for permanent display.

Wall sign. A sign attached to the wall of a building with the face in a parallel 
plane to the plane of the building wall. This includes signs painted directly on 
a wall. 

Window sign. A sign installed on a window for purposes of viewing from 
outside the premises. 

Signal antenna.  Any apparatus capable of receiving and/or sending 
communications from a transmitter or a transmitter relay located in a planetary 
orbit. 

Solar Energy Related Definitions:

Accessory Solar Photovoltaic System. A solar photovoltaic system 
that delivers electricity primarily to a building or structure that is either the 
principal structure or an accessory structure on a parcel.

Collector surface. Any part of a solar collector that absorbs solar energy 
for use in the collector’s energy transformation process. This does not include 
frames, support and mounting hardware.

Collector use period. 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. standard time daily.

Impermissible interference. A blockage of solar energy from a collector 
surface or a proposed collector surface for which a permit has been granted during a 
collector use period, if such blockage is by any structure or vegetation on property 
an owner of which was notified under Section 121-46 (E) (2). ‘Impermissible 
interference” does not include:

• Blockage by a narrow protrusion, vegetation, or other object which 
never obstructs more than 5% of the solar energy which would strike a 
solar collector during the collector use period on any given day.

Wall sign diagram
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• Blockage by any structure constructed, under construction or for which 
a building permit has been applied for before the date the last notice is 
mailed or delivered under Section 121-46.

• Blockage by any vegetation planted before the date the last notice is 
mailed or delivered under Section 121-46.

• Blockage by any structure or vegetation which obstructs less solar 
energy from a solar collector during the collector use period than 
would be obstructed by a 6 foot high wall located along the northern 
boundaries of the property to the south of the solar collector.

Photovoltaic system. An active solar energy system that converts solar 
energy directly into electricity or another energy form.

Solar collector. A device, structure or part of a device or structure 
a substantial purpose of which is to transform solar energy into thermal, 
mechanical, chemical or electrical energy.

Solar energy. Active radiant energy (direct, diffuse, and reflected) received 
from the sun.

Solar garden.  Groupings of solar photovoltaic solar panels connected 
to an electric circuit served by an electric utility company. Multiple users may 
subscribe to receive the output from one or more panels, receive the benefits 
of PV technology and the efficiences associated with a larger-scale project 
without having to own, host or maintain the equipment on their own property. 

Stable. A detached accessory structure for the keeping or horses, mules or 
ponies owned by the occupants of the premises and not kept for hire or sale.

Story. That portion of a building included between the surface of any floor and 
the surface of the next floor above it, or if there is no floor above it, then the space 
between the floor and the ceiling next above it. Any portion of a story exceeding 14 
feet in height shall be considered as an additional story for each 14 feet or fraction 
thereof, excluding vaulted spaces, and except for first floor commercial function 
which must be a minimum of 11 feet with a maximum or 25 feet. A basement 
having one-half or more of its height above grade shall be deemed a story for 
purposes of height regulation. 

Street. Property other than an alley or private thoroughfare or travelway which is 
subject to public easement or right-of-way for use as a thoroughfare and which is 
21 feet or more in width. 

Structural alterations.  Any change in the supporting members of a 
structure, such as foundations, bearing walls, columns, beams or girders. 

story

Story diagram
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Structure. Anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires a 
permanent location on the ground or attached to something having a permanent 
location on the ground. 

Swimming pool.  A private or residential swimming pool is an outdoor 
structure containing a body of water in a receptacle or other container having 
a depth for water at any point greater than 1½ feet located above or below the 
surface of ground elevation, used or intended to be used solely by the owner, 
operator or lessee thereof and his family, and invitees, and includes all structural 
facilities, appliances and appurtenances, equipment and other items used and 
intended to be used for the operation and maintenance of a private or residential 
swimming pool. The regulations herein shall also be applicable to hot tubs.

Telecommunication Related Definitions:

Accessory equipment structure.  A building or cabinet like structure 
located adjacent to or in immediate vicinity of a wireless telecommunications 
tower or antenna to house equipment customarily incidental to the receiving or 
transmitting of wireless broadcasts, cellular telephone calls, voice messaging 
and paging services. 

Antenna.  Equipment used for transmitting or receiving communications 
or radio frequency signals which is attached to a tower, building or other 
structure, usually consisting of a series of directional panels, microwave or 
satellite dishes, or omnidirectional “whip” antennas. This definition includes 
all types of signal antennas, including, without limitation, parabolic antennas, 
home earth stations, satellite television disks, UHF and VHF television 
antennas, and AM, FM, ham and short-wave radio antennas, regardless of the 
method of mounting. 

Antenna support structure.  Any building, pole, telescoping mast, 
tower, tripod, or any other structure which supports an antenna. 

Tower.  Any pole, spire, structure, or combination thereof, to which antenna 
could be attached, or which is designed for an antenna to be attached, and all 
supporting lines, cables, wires and braces.

Wireless services. Licensed commercial wireless communication 
services including cellular, personal communication services (PCS), enhanced 
specialized mobilized radio (EMR), paging and similar services and includes 
broadcast, point to point microwave, satellite uplink/downlink installation, 
MMDS and ITFS. 

Wireless telecommunications facility. A wireless service facility, 
site, or location that contains one or more antennas, towers, alternative 
support structures, satellite dish antennas, other similar communication 
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devices, and support equipment which is used for transmitting, receiving, or 
relaying personal wireless service telecommunications signals, excluding 
facilities exempted under subsection 121-47 (D) of this Ordinance. 

Temporary structure. A movable structure not designed for human 
occupancy nor for the protection of goods or chattels and not forming an enclosure, 
such as billboards, open-sheds, fish houses, produce stands, tents, and lean-tos.

Townhouse. A single-family dwelling that shares a party wall with another of the 
same type and occupies the full frontage line.

Traffic visibility zone. An unoccupied triangular space at the intersection of 
streets or railroads.

Truck Terminal. Any premises used by a motor freight company as a carrier of 
goods, which is the origin or destination point of goods being transported, for the 
purpose of storing, transferring, loading or unloading goods.

Use. The purpose or activity for which the land or building thereof is designed, 
arranged or intended, or for which it is occupied or maintained. 

Use, principal. The main use of land or building (s) on a lot or lots, as 
distinguished from a secondary or accessory use. 

Variance. A relaxation of the terms of this chapter by the Board of Appeals 
where the literal enforcement of this Ordinance would deny to the property owner 
a use of his property enjoyed as a right by other property owners within the same 
zoning district. 

Vehicle Sales / Rental. A business that sells, leases, or rents motorized 
vehicles to the general public. Includes minor services and washing as an 
accessory use.

Vehicle Service. General repair, rebuilding or reconditioning of engines, motor 
vehicles or trailers, including bodywork, framework, welding and painting and 
upholstering service.

Warehousing, General. A commercial building for storage of goods as used 
by manufacturers, importers, exporters, wholesalers, transport businesses, etc.
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Wellhead Protection Related Definitions:

Existing facilities. Current facilities, practices and activities which may 
cause or threaten to cause environmental pollution within that portion of the 
City’s wellhead protection area that lies within the corporate limits of the City. 
Existing facilities include but are not limited to the type listed in the Department 
of Natural Resources’ Form 3300-215, Public Water Supply Potential 
Contaminant Use Inventory Form, which is incorporated herein as if fully set 
forth. 

Groundwater divide.  A ridge in the water table or the potentiometric 
surface from which groundwater flows away at right angles in both directions. 
A groundwater divide is represented by the line of highest hydraulic head in 
the water table or potentiometric surface. 

Groundwater protection overlay district.  Those areas described 
within the City’s wellhead protection plan. The district is defined as the 
highlighted portion of Map 3, Wellhead Protection Plan as a layer on the City 
of New Richmond Official Map. 

Recharge area.  The land area which contributes water to a well by 
infiltration of water into the subsurface and movement with groundwater 
toward the well. 

Time of travel. The determined or estimated time required for a 
contaminant to move in the saturated zone from a specific point to the well. 

Wellfield.  A piece of land used primarily for the purpose of supplying a 
location for construction of wells to supply a municipal water system. 

Wind Energy Systems. 

Owner means any property owner, individual or other legal entity that applies 
for a building permit or a conditional use permit on its own behalf, or as a 
representative of a lessee, licensee, assignee or optionee, desiring to build or 
erect a small wind energy system pursuant to this section.

Rotor diameter. The cross-sectional dimension of the circle swept by the 
rotating blades.

Small wind energy system. A wind energy system that consists of 
individual wind turbines that have an installed nameplate capacity of not more 
than 100 kilowatts and a total installed nameplate capacity of 300 kilowatts or 
less.

rotor diameter
rotor

tower

Wind energy system diagram
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Total height. The vertical distance from the ground or water level to the tip 
of a wind generator blade when the tip is at its highest point.

Tower. The monopole, freestanding, or guyed structure that supports a wind 
generator.

Wind energy system. Equipment that converts and then stores or 
transfers energy from the wind into usable forms of energy as defined in Wis. 
Stat. § 66.0403(1)(m). This equipment includes, but is not limited to, any 
base, blade, foundation, generator, nacelle, rotor, tower, transformer, vane, 
wire, inverter, batteries, substation, other component used in the system, and 
buildings accessory to such system or facility.

Wind turbine Any piece of electrical generating equipment that converts 
the kinetic energy of blowing wind into electrical energy through the use of 
airfoils or similar devices to capture the wind.

Wind generator means blades and associated mechanical and electrical 
conversion components mounted on top of the tower.

Yard. An open space on the same lot with a building, unobstructed by structures 
except as otherwise provided herein. 

Yard, front. A yard extending the full width of the lot between the front lot line 
and the nearest part of the principal building excluding uncovered steps. 

Yard, rear. A yard extending across the full width of the lot, the depth of which 
shall be the minimum horizontal distance between the rear lot line and a line 
parallel thereto through the nearest point of the principal building. This yard shall 
be opposite the front yard. 

Yard, side. A yard extending from the front yard to the rear yard of the lot, the 
width of which shall be the minimum horizontal distance between the side lot line 
and a line parallel thereto through the nearest point of the principal building.

Zero lot line. The concept whereby two respective units within a building shall 
be on separate and abutting lots and shall meet on the common property line 
between them, thereby having zero space between said units. 

Zoning Administrator. The person designated by the City Administrator/
Utility Manager as the enforcement officer for this Ordinance.
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ARTICLE IV. NON-CONFORMITIES

Sec. 121-16. Purpose 

Within the Zoning Districts established by this Ordinance, there may be uses, 
buildings, structures, and lots that do not conform to the provisions of this 
Ordinance.  The purpose of this Article is to specify those circumstances and 
conditions under which these nonconforming uses, buildings, structures, and lots 
shall be permitted to continue. 

Sec. 121-17. Nonconforming Buildings or Structures 

A lawful nonconforming building or structure existing as of January 1, 2015 may 
be continued although it does not conform to the provisions of this Ordinance with 
respect to bulk characteristics including, but not limited to, setback, height, density, 
parking facilities, amount of parking, and style, provided that any additions or 
enlargements shall conform to the provisions of this Ordinance. 

Sec. 121-18. Additions and Modifications 

A. No new basements, additional stories, or construction outside of the perimeter 
of existing nonconforming structures or buildings shall be permitted unless the 
proposed construction complies with all applicable provisions of this Ordinance.

B. The replacement of an existing nonconforming porch or deck is permitted 
provided the replacement porch or deck is confined to the existing three 
dimensional footprint of the existing porch or deck.

C. The replacement of an existing roof is permitted provided the replacement roof is 
confined to the footprint of the existing structure. A flat roof may be replaced with 
a pitched roof provided the pitched replacement roof does not exceed the height 
requirements of this Ordinance and provided no additional stories are added to 
the structure or building. 

D. Additions and modifications to legal nonconforming structures that comply with 
the applicable setback and other applicable dimensional requirements of this 
Ordinance are permitted. 

Note: In 2011 the Wisconsin 
Legislature changed the rules 
regarding non-conforming 
structures.  The 2011 Wisconsin 
Act 70 became effective April 17, 
2012, and amended the non-
conforming use section of the 
General Zoning Enabling Statutes 
to prohibit a city from enacting 
an ordinance that prohibits or 
limits, based on costs, the repair, 
maintenance, renovation, or 
remodeling of a non-conforming 
structure.
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Sec. 121-19. Restoration of a Nonconforming Building 

A lawful nonconforming building or structure existing as of January 1, 2015 that has 
been damaged or destroyed may be restored to the size, location, and use that it 
had immediately before the damage or destruction occurred, provided that: 

A. The nonconforming building or structure was damaged or destroyed on or after 
March 2, 2006; 

B. The damage or destruction was caused by violent wind, vandalism, fire, flood, 
ice, snow, mold, or infestation; and 

C. The size of the restored building or structure may be larger than the size it was 
immediately before the damage or destruction if necessary for the structure or 
building to comply with applicable State or Federal requirements.

Sec. 121-20. Nonconforming Uses 

Per Wisconsin Statutes §62.23(7)(h), the lawful nonconforming use of a building, 
structure, or land existing as of January 1, 2015 may be continued although it does 
not conform to the provisions of this Ordinance, provided that: 

A. Structural repairs and/or structural alterations to the building or structure shall 
not exceed 50% of the total assessed value of the building, premises, structure, 
or fixture unless permanently changed to a conforming use. A cumulative total of 
all structural costs shall be maintained by the City; 

B. The nonconforming use shall not be expanded; and

C. If the nonconforming use is discontinued for a period of 12 months, any 
future use of the building, premises, structure, or fixture shall conform to this 
Ordinance. 
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Sec. 121-21.  Nonconforming Lots 

A lawful nonconforming lot existing as of January 1, 2015 may be continued 
although it does not conform to the provisions of this Ordinance, provided that 
the size and shape of the lot shall not be changed in any way to increase the 
nonconformity. 

A. Nonconforming Lots of Record: In any district, a building or structure may be 
established on a lot of record existing as of January 1, 2015, regardless of the 
size of the lot, provided that all other requirements of this Zoning Ordinance are 
complied with. 



39 City of New Richmond Zoning Ordinance
January 1, 2015

V.  ADMINISTRATION

ARTICLE V. ADMINISTRATION

Sec. 121-22. Introduction

It is the intent of this Ordinance that all questions of interpretation and enforcement 
shall be first presented to the Zoning Administrator, and that such questions shall 
be presented to the Board of Appeals from the decision of the Zoning Administrator 
and that recourse from the decisions of the Board shall be as provided by law and 
Wisconsin Statutes.
 
This Article describes the staff, Plan Commission, and Common Council 
responsibility for different elements for administration of this Ordinance. 

Sec. 121-23. Zoning Administrator

A. Appointment 

The City Administrator/Utility Manager shall designate the Zoning Administrator 
as the administrative enforcement officer for the provisions of this Ordinance. The 
duty of the Zoning Administrator shall be to interpret and administer this Ordinance 
and to issue, after on-site inspection, all permits required by this Ordinance. 

B. Duties 

In enforcing and administering this Ordinance, the Zoning Administrator shall 
perform the following duties: 

1. Issue the necessary building permits and administrative permits required 
by the provisions of this Ordinance, provided its provisions have been 
complied with. 

2. Keep an accurate record of all permits, numbered in the order of issuance, 
in a record book for this purpose.

3. In case of any finding of a violation of a provision of this Ordinance, notify, 
in writing, the actual violator where known, the owner of the property on 
which the violation has taken place and the Common Council, indicating 
the nature of the violation and the action necessary to correct it. 

4. Receive, file and process for action all land use and zoning applications 
which are filed with the City Clerk. 

PROCEDURE ICONS:
Look for the procedure icons to 
navigate the critical steps in your 
application process.

Recommended meeting
with Staff

Public
hearing

Prohibited
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P Permit
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by Staff/Commission
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in Code

Application &
Fee required
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5. Initiate, direct and review the provisions of this Ordinance and make 
reports of the recommendations to the Plan Commission for investigation 
and appropriate action, as needed.

6. Carry out such additional responsibilities as are hereinafter set forth by 
the provisions of this Ordinance and as directed by the Common Council.

C. Authority 

In the enforcement of this Ordinance, the Zoning Administrator shall have the 
power and authority for the following: 

1. At any reasonable time and for any proper purpose, upon permission 
received from the landowner, to enter upon any public or private 
premises and make inspection thereof. If no permission is given, the 
Zoning Administrator may view the premises from the newest private 
property giving permission, or else from the nearest public property or 
public right-of-way. Additionally, upon reasonable cause and receipt of 
an administrative search warrant issued by a circuit court judge under 
Wisconsin Statutes and the Wisconsin Rules of Court, the Zoning 
Administrator shall enter the private premises.

2. Upon reasonable cause or question as to proper compliance, to revoke 
any building or occupancy permit and issue cease and desist orders 
requiring the cessation of any building, moving, alteration or use which is 
in violation of the provisions of this Ordinance, such revocation to be in 
effect until reinstated by the Zoning Administrator or the Board of Appeals, 
or take any other action as directed by the Common Council to ensure 
compliance with or to prevent violation of its provisions. 

3. In the name of the City and with authorization of the Common Council 
commence any legal proceedings necessary to enforce the provisions 
of this Ordinance or the Wisconsin State Building Code, including the 
collection of forfeitures provided for herein. 

Sec. 121-24. Development Review

A. Appointment

The Development Review Committee (DRC) is hereby established. The DRC 
shall consist of the Zoning Administrator, the City Administrator/Utility Manager, 
the Community Development Director, the Public Works Director and other City 
officials with the expertise that the Zoning Administrator may require for any 
particular application review.
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B. Duties

The DRC shall review all applications for Ordinance amendments, site plans, 
variances and conditional use permits pursuant to the standards in this Ordinance. 

C. Authority 

The DRC shall be a recommending body to the Zoning Administrator, Historic 
Preservation Commission, Plan Commission, Board of Appeals, Utility 
Commission, and Common Council.

Sec. 121-25. Historic Preservation Commission

Section 121-59 of this Ordinance describes the administrative procedures for 
designation of historical structures, sites and districts. 

Sec. 121-26. Plan Commission

A. Appointment

The City Plan Commission is established by Chapter 2 (Administration) of the New 
Richmond City Code.

B. Duties

The Plan Commission shall review all applications for rezonings, site and building 
plans, and conditional use permits pursuant to the standards in this Ordinance. The 
Plan Commission shall meet together as established by Chapter 2 of the City Code 
and shall review the report from the DRC or the Zoning Administrator, consider the 
request pursuant to the standards in this Ordinance and make a recommendation 
to the Common Council. 

C. Authority 

The Plan Commission shall have the authority to approve applications for 
rezonings, site plans,and conditional use permits, and shall be a recommending 
body to the Common Council as described in Chapter 2 of the City Code.

Sec. 121-27. Board of Appeals

A. Appointment

The Board of Appeals is established by Chapter 2 of the City Code to provide an 
appeal procedure for persons who deem themselves aggrieved by decisions of 
administrative officers in enforcement of this Ordinance and those who request a 
variance from these standards. 
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B. Duties

The Board of Appeals shall review all applications for variances pursuant to 
the standards in this Ordinance. The Board of Appeals shall meet together as 
established by Chapter 2 of the City Code and shall review the report from the 
DRC or the Zoning Administrator, consider the request pursuant to the standards in 
this Ordinance. 

The Board of Appeals shall also hear all requests for appeal of the Zoning 
Administrator’s decisions regarding interpretation of this Zoning Ordinance, a 
decision regarding an administrative permit or other administrative decision of the 
Zoning Administrator.

C. Authority 

The Board of Appeals shall have the authority and powers granted by Wisconsin 
State Statutes and as described in Chapter 2 of the City Code and applicable 
Wisconsin Statutes.

Sec. 121-28. Common Council

A. Appointment

The Common Council is established by Chapter 2 of the City Code.

B. Duties

The Common Council shall review all applications for Ordinance amendments 
pursuant to the standards in this Ordinance. The Common Council shall meet 
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TablE 1.   SUMMaRY OF aPPlICaTION REVIEW, PUblIC HEaRING & 
aPPROVal aUTHORITY

application or permit Fe
e 

re
qu

ire
d

Pr
oo

f o
f 

ow
ne

rs
hi

p

N
ot

ic
e 

C
la
ss
ifi
ca
tio

n

Zo
ni

ng
 

a
dm

in
is

tr
at

or

D
ev

el
op

m
en

t 
R

ev
ie

w

Pl
an

 
C

om
m

is
si

on

b
oa

rd
 o

f 
a

pp
ea

ls

H
is

to
ric

 
Pr

es
er

va
tio

n 
C

om
m

is
si

on

C
om

m
on

 
C

ou
nc

il

Common Council Final action

Text Amendments and Rezoning Y Y/N Class 2 RA RA RA 
Public
hearing FA

Historic District Designation Y Y Class 1 RA RA RA RA Public
hearing FA Public

hearing

board of appeals Final action

Variance Application Y Y Class 2 RA RA FA  Public
hearing

Plan Commission Final action

Site Plan Application Y Y N/A RA RA FA

Conditional Use Permit Application Y Y Class 2 RA RA FA Public
hearing

Historic Preservation Commission Final action

Certificate of Appropriateness N Y N/A RA RA FA

Zoning administrator Final action
Permitted Uses Y Y N/A FA RA

Class 1 Notice = Requires 1 insertion in the local newspaper
Class 2 Notice = Requires 2 insertions in the local newspaper
RA = Recommended Action
FA = Final Action

Public
hearing



44 City of New Richmond Zoning Ordinance
January 1, 2015

V.  ADMINISTRATION

together as established by Chapter 2 of the City Code and shall review the 
report from the DRC or the Zoning Administrator and, where applicable, the 
recommendation from the Plan Commission.  The Common Council shall consider 
the request pursuant to the standards in this Ordinance and shall either approve or 
deny the request pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes. 

C. Authority 

The Common Council shall have the authority to approve or deny Ordinance 
amendments and other zoning applications as described in Chapter 2 of the City 
Code.

Sec. 121-29. Text Amendments and Rezoning

The regulations, restrictions and boundaries set forth in this Ordinance may be 
amended from time to time pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes Chapters 66 and 68.

A. Purpose

An official map amendment may be required to correct an error in the map or, 
because of changed or changing conditions in a particular area or in the City 
generally, to rezone an area to implement adopted plans, or to change the 
regulations and restrictions of an area as reasonably necessary to promote the 
public health, safety or general welfare.

B. Procedure

An application for a text amendment or rezoning shall be approved or denied 
pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes Chapters 66 and 68. Additional City requirements 
are as follows:
 

1. Initiation. Any person owning real estate within the City may initiate a 
request to amend the applicable zoning district boundaries or text of this 
Ordinance so as to affect the said real estate. The Common Council or 
Plan Commission may, upon their own, initiate a request to amend the text 
or any zoning district boundaries of this Ordinance.

2. Request for approval. As provided within this Ordinance, a request for 
approval must be filed with the City Clerk on an official application form. 
A non-refundable fee as provided for in the City’s Schedule of Fees shall 
accompany such application. Detailed written and graphic materials 
fully explaining the proposed change, development, or use, shall also 
accompany such application. The request shall be considered as being 
officially submitted and complete when the applicant has complied with all 
the specified information requirements.

3. Proof of Ownership or Authorization. The applicant shall supply proof of 
ownership of the property for which the approval is requested or supply 
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written authorization from the owner(s) of the property in question to 
proceed with the requested text amendment or rezoning approval. 

4. Procedures. 

a. Upon completion of preliminary DRC analysis of the application 
and request, the City Clerk, when appropriate, shall set a public 
hearing following proper hearing notification.

b. Notice of said hearing shall also be published in the official 
newspaper as a Class II notice (publication 2 times) at least 10 
days prior to the hearing.

c. Notice of said hearing shall be mailed at least 14 days prior to all 
owners of land within 100 feet of the boundary of the property in 
question.

d. Failure of a property owner to receive said notice(s) shall 
not invalidate any such proceedings as set forth within this 
Ordinance.

e. The Plan Commission and DRC shall have the authority to 
request additional information from the applicant concerning 
operational factors or to retain expert testimony with the consent 
and at the expense of the applicant concerning operational 
factors, said information to be declared necessary to establish 
performance conditions in relation to all pertinent sections of this 
Ordinance.

f. The Plan Commission shall conduct the hearing and report its 
findings and make recommendations to the Common Council. 

g. The applicant or a representative thereof must appear before 
the Plan Commission in order to present information and answer 
questions concerning the proposed request.

h. The Plan Commission, with the assistance of the DRC, shall 
make findings of fact and a recommendation on the request.  
Such recommendations shall be accompanied by the report and 
recommendation of the DRC. 

i. The Common Council shall not act upon a text amendment or 
rezoning until they have received a report and recommendation 
from the Plan Commission and the DRC.

j. Upon receiving said reports and recommendations of the Plan 
Commission and the DRC, the City Clerk shall schedule the 
application for consideration by the Common Council. Such 
reports and recommendations shall be entered in and made part 
of the permanent written record of the Common Council meeting.

Public
hearing

Recommendation
by Staff/Commission
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k. The applicant or a representative thereof may appear before the 
Common Council in order to present information and answer 
questions concerning the proposed request.

l. The text amendment or rezoning shall not become effective until 
such time as the Common Council approves an Ordinance and 
findings of fact reflecting said amendment or rezoning by majority 
vote.

m. Whenever an application for a text amendment or rezoning has 
been considered and denied by the Common Council, the Plan 
Commission or Common Council shall not consider a similar 
application for an amendment or rezoning affecting substantially 
the same property again for at least 6 months from the date of 
its denial. A subsequent application affecting substantially the 
same property shall likewise not be considered again by the Plan 
Commission or Common Council for an additional 6 months from 
the date of the second denial unless a decision to reconsider 
such matter is made by not less than a majority of the Common 
Council.

C. Information Requirement

1. The applicant shall submit files in the following formats:

a. Five sets of full size plans drawn to scale of not less than 1” = 
100’.

b. One set of plans reduced to 11x17.

c. One set electronic plans in .pdf format.

2. Unless waived by the DRC, every application must contain the following 
written and graphic materials:

a. A narrative describing how the proposal complies with the 
rezoning or text amendment requirements in this section. 

b. Name and street address of the petitioner.

c. The lot number of any real estate owned by the petitioner 
adjacent to the area proposed to be changed.

d. Legal description of the property to be altered.

e. The existing use of all buildings on such land.

f. The principal use of all properties within 100 feet of such land.

g. Purpose for which such property is to be used.
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h. Reciting of facts indicating that the proposed change will not be 
detrimental to the general public interest and the purposes of this 
Ordinance.

i. Names and addresses of all property owners within 100 feet of 
the property to be altered.

j. Plot plan or survey plat, drawn to scale, showing the property 
to be rezoned or subject to the text amendment, location of 
structures, and property lines within 100 feet of the parcel.

k. Any further information requested to the petition or which may 
be required by the Plan Commission to facilitate the making of a 
comprehensive report to the Common Council.

3. Failure to supply such requested information shall be grounds for 
dismissal of the petition.

D. Evaluation Criteria

1. The Plan Commission and Common Council shall consider possible 
adverse effects of the proposed amendment or rezoning. Its judgment 
shall be based upon (but not limited to) the following factors:

a. The proposed action has been considered in relation to the 
specific policies and provisions of and has been found to be 
consistent with the City Comprehensive Plan, including public 
facilities and capital improvement plans.

b. The proposed action meets the purpose and intent of this 
Ordinance or, in the case of a map or text amendment; it meets 
the purpose and intent of the individual zoning district.

c. There is adequate public infrastructure available to serve the 
proposed action.

d. There is an adequate buffer or transition provided between 
potentially incompatible zoning districts.

e. The change will be compatible with existing and planned use in 
the area.

Sec. 121-30. Permitted Uses; Building Permit

A. Purpose

No vacant land shall be occupied or used, and no building shall be hereafter 
erected, structurally altered, relocated, used or occupied until a building permit has 
been issued certifying that any such building, use or occupancy complies with the 
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provisions of this Ordinance. Such permit shall be obtained before any change is 
made in the type of use or before any legal nonconforming use is resumed, after 
12 months of inactivity, changed, extended or granted conditional use status.

B. Procedure

1. Request for approval. 

As provided within this Ordinance, a request for a building permit must 
be filed with the Zoning Administrator on an official application form. 
A non-refundable fee as provided for in the Schedule of Fees shall 
accompany such application. Detailed written and graphic materials, 
the number and size as prescribed by the Zoning Administrator, fully 
explaining the proposed development, or use, shall also accompany such 
application. The request shall be considered as being officially submitted 
and complete when the applicant has complied with all the specified 
information requirements.

2. Proof of Ownership or Authorization. 

The applicant shall supply proof of ownership of the property for which the 
approval is requested or supply written authorization from the owner(s) of 
the property in question to proceed with the requested approval.

3. Procedures. 

When a building permit application is submitted, the Zoning Administrator 
shall refer the application to the DRC for review to ensure compliance with 
all zoning standards.  One and two-family homes, garages, fences, pools, 
and associated projects shall be exempt from DRC review. The DRC shall 
review for compliance and provide a report to the Building Official.  The 
Zoning Administrator may require revisions to the application to ensure 
compliance with this Ordinance.

C. Information Requirement

1. The applicant shall submit files in the following formats:

a. Five sets of full size plans drawn to scale of not less than 1” = 
100’.

b. One set of plans reduced to 11x17.

c. One set electronic plans in .pdf format.

2. Unless waived by the DRC, every application must contain the following 
written and graphic materials:

a. Names and addresses of the applicant, owner of the site, 
architect, professional engineer or contractor.

Recommended meeting
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Application &
Fee required

Recommendation
by Staff/Commission

P Permit
required



49 City of New Richmond Zoning Ordinance
January 1, 2015

V.  ADMINISTRATION

b. Description of the subject site by lot, block, and recorded 
subdivision or by metes and bounds; address of the subject site; 
type of structure; existing and proposed operation or use of the 
structure or site; number of employees, if any; and the zoning 
district within which the subject site lies.

c. Plat of survey prepared by a registered land surveyor showing 
the location, boundaries, dimensions, elevations, uses and size 
of the following: subject site;

d. Existing and proposed structures; existing and proposed 
easements, streets and other public ways; off-street parking, 
loading areas and driveways; existing highway access 
restrictions; existing and proposed street, side and rear yards.

e. In addition, the plat of survey shall show the location, elevation 
and use of any abutting lands and their structures within 100 feet 
of the subject site.

f. Additional information as may be required by the DRC, including 
all information required for site plan approval.

D. Evaluation Criteria

The Zoning Administrator and DRC shall evaluate the effects from the proposed 
plans. This review shall be based upon, but not be limited to, compliance with the 
City Comprehensive Plan and provisions of this Ordinance. A report containing 
findings of fact shall be provided to the applicant.

E. Expiration 

1. Unless otherwise specified by the Zoning Administrator, building permit 
approval shall expire within one year of the date of approval unless the 
property owner or applicant has substantially started the construction of 
any building, structure, addition or alteration, or use requested as part of 
the approved plan. Prior to the expiration, the applicant may apply for a 
time extension of up to one year.

2. The request for extension shall be submitted to the Zoning Administrator 
not less than 30 days before the expiration of said approval and shall 
include the renewal fee as set forth in the Schedule of Fees and 
state facts showing a good faith attempt to complete or utilize the use 
permitted. A request for an extension not exceeding one year shall be 
subject to the review and approval of the Zoning Administrator. Should a 
second extension of time or any extension of time longer than one year be 

Application &
Fee required

Recommendation
by Staff/Commission



50 City of New Richmond Zoning Ordinance
January 1, 2015

V.  ADMINISTRATION

requested by the applicant, it shall be presented to the Plan Commission 
for a decision.

3. In making its determination on whether an applicant has made a good 
faith attempt to utilize the site plan approval, the Zoning Administrator 
or the Plan Commission, as applicable, shall consider such factors as 
the type, design, and size of the proposed construction, restrictions on 
financing, or special and/or unique circumstances beyond the control of 
the applicant which have caused the delay.

Sec. 121-31. Site Plan

A. Purpose 

The purpose of this Section is to establish a formal site plan review procedure 
and provide regulations pertaining to the enforcement of site design standards 
consistent with the requirements of this Ordinance.

B. Procedure 

An application for site plan approval shall be approved or denied pursuant to 
Wisconsin State Statutes Chapters 66 and 68. Additional City requirements are as 
follows:

1. Request for approval. 

As provided within this Ordinance, a request for site plan approval 
must be filed with the City Clerk on an official application form. A non-
refundable fee as provided for in the Schedule of Fees shall accompany 
such application. Detailed written and graphic materials, the number 
and size as prescribed by the Zoning Administrator, fully explaining the 
proposed change, development, or use, shall also accompany such 
application. The request shall be considered as being officially submitted 
and complete when the applicant has complied with all the specified 
information requirements.

2. Proof of Ownership or Authorization. 

The applicant shall supply proof of ownership of the property for which the 
approval is requested or supply written authorization from the owner(s) of 
the property in question to proceed with the requested site plan approval.

3. Procedure.

a. The Zoning Administrator shall instruct the appropriate staff 
persons to prepare technical reports where appropriate and 
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provide general assistance in preparing a recommendation on 
the action to the DRC and Plan Commission.

b. The DRC shall review for compliance and provide a report to the  
Plan Commission. 

c. The Plan Commission and DRC shall have the authority to 
request additional information from the applicant concerning 
operational factors or to retain expert testimony with the consent 
and at the expense of the applicant concerning operational 
factors. Said information is to be declared necessary to evaluate 
the request and/or to establish performance conditions in relation 
to all pertinent sections of this Ordinance. Failure on the part of 
the applicant to supply all necessary supportive information may 
be grounds for denial of the request.

d. The applicant or their representative must appear before 
the Plan Commission in order to present information and 
answer questions concerning the proposed request. The Plan 
Commission may add conditions to the approval.

e. The Plan Commission shall not consider a site plan application 
until they have received a report and recommendation from the 
DRC.

f. The Plan Commission, with the assistance of the DRC, shall 
make findings of fact and take action on the request.  Such 
recommendations shall be accompanied by the report and 
recommendation of the DRC. 

g. Approval of a request shall require passage by a majority vote of 
the Plan Commission.

h. Whenever an application for site plan approval has been 
considered and denied by the Plan Commission, the Plan 
Commission shall not consider a similar site plan approval for 
an amendment affecting substantially the same property again 
for at least 6 months from the date of its denial. A subsequent 
application affecting substantially the same property shall 
likewise not be considered again by the Plan Commission for an 
additional 6 months from the date of the second denial unless 
a decision to reconsider such matter is made by not less than a 
majority of the Plan Commission. 

C. Information Requirement 

Unless waived by DRC, every site plan must contain the following written and 
graphic materials:
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1. The applicant shall submit files in the following formats:

a. Five sets of full size plans drawn to scale of not less than 1” = 
100’.

b. One set of plans reduced to 11x17.

c. One set electronic plans in .pdf format.

2. Location, address (if assigned), legal description, and property 
identification number of the parcel.

3. Site Plan 

a. Name and address of developer/owner.

b. Name, address and Wisconsin registration number of architect/
designer/engineer.

c. Date of plan preparation.

d. Dates and description of all revisions.

e. Name of project or development.

f. Scale of plan (engineering scale only, at one inch equals 50 feet 
or less). All plan sheets shall be prepared using the same scale.

g. North point indication.

h. Site data computations including lot dimension, area, and 
building coverage percentage.

i. Required and proposed setbacks.

j. Location and dimension of all buildings on the lot including both 
existing and proposed structures.

k. Total number of proposed dwelling units, if any.

l. Location of all adjacent buildings, improvements and natural 
resources located within 100 feet of the exterior boundaries of 
the property in question.

m. Adjacent roadway widths.

n. Location, number, and dimensions of existing and proposed 
parking spaces.

o. Location, number, and dimensions of existing and proposed 
loading spaces.

p. Curb cuts, driveways.

q. Vehicular circulation.
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r. Sidewalks, walkways.

s. Site lighting plan.

t. Sign plan.

u. Location of recreational and service areas.

v. Location of rooftop equipment and proposed screening.

w. Provisions for storage and disposal of waste, garbage, and 
recyclables.

x. Existing and proposed utility easements and fire hydrants.

y. Location, sizing, and type of water and sewer system mains and 
proposed service connections.

4. Grading / Storm Water Drainage Plan

a. Existing contours at 2-foot intervals.

b. Proposed grade elevations, 2-foot maximum intervals.

c. Drainage plan including configuration of drainage areas and 
calculations.

d. Impervious surface area calculation.

e. Storm sewer, catch basins, invert elevations, type of castings, 
and type of materials.

f. Spot elevations.

g. Proposed driveway grades.

h. Surface water ponding and treatment areas.

i. Erosion control measures.

j. Location of proposed street lights, as well as utilities, including 
electricity, gas, telephone, and cable or fiber optic.

5. Landscape Plan

a. Planting Schedule containing:

(i) Symbols.

(ii) Quantities.

(iii) Common names.

(iv) Botanical names.

(v) Sizes of plant material.

American Standard for Nursery Stock, 

ANSI Z60.1 provides a common 

terminology involving nursery stock and 

defines terms and numerical relationships 

among plant material parts.



54 City of New Richmond Zoning Ordinance
January 1, 2015

V.  ADMINISTRATION

(vi) Root specification (bare root, balled and burlapped, 
potted, etc.).

(vii) Special planting instructions.

(viii) Location, type and size of all existing significant 
trees to be removed or preserved.

b. Planting detail (show all species to scale at normal mature crown 
diameter or spread for local hardiness zone).

c. Typical sections in details of fences, tie walls, planter boxes, tot 
lots, picnic areas, berms and the like.

d. Typical sections of landscape islands and planter beds with 
identification of materials used.

e. Details of planting beds and foundation plantings.

f. Note indicating how disturbed soil areas will be restored through 
the use of sodding, seeding, or other techniques.

g. Delineation of both sodded and seeded areas with respective 
areas in square feet.

h. Coverage plan for underground irrigation system, if any.

i. Where landscape or man-made materials are used to provide 
screening from adjacent and neighboring properties, a cross-
through section shall be provided showing the perspective of the 
site from the neighboring property at the property line elevation.

j. Other existing or proposed conditions which could be expected 
to affect landscaping.

6. Other Plans and Information

a. Proof of ownership of the land for which site plan approval has 
been requested.

b. Current survey (within one year of application date).

c. Architectural elevations of all principal and accessory buildings 
(type, color, and materials used in all external surfaces).

d. “Typical” floor plan and “typical” room plan.

e. Fire protection plan.

f. Extent of and any proposed modifications to land within the 
Floodplain or Shoreland Wetland District as described and 
regulated in Chapter 109, Articles II and III.
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g. Type, location and size (area and height) of all signs to be 
erected upon the property in question.

h. Sound source control plan.

D. Evaluation Criteria 

The Plan Commission shall evaluate the effects of the proposed site plans. This 
review shall be based upon, but not be limited to, compliance with the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan and provisions of this Ordinance. 
 
E. Expiration

1. Unless otherwise specified by the Zoning Administrator or Plan 
Commission at time of approval, site plan permit approval shall expire 
within one year of the date of approval unless the property owner or 
applicant has substantially started the construction of any building, 
structure, addition or alteration, or use requested as part of the approved 
site plan. Prior to the expiration, the applicant may apply for a time 
extension of up to one year.

2. The request for extension shall be submitted to the Zoning Administrator 
not less than 30 days before the expiration of said approval and shall 
include the renewal fee as set forth in the Schedule of Fees and 
state facts showing a good faith attempt to complete or utilize the use 
permitted. A request for an extension not exceeding one year shall be 
subject to the review and approval of the Zoning Administrator. Should a 
second extension of time or any extension of time longer than one year be 
requested by the applicant, it shall be presented to the Plan Commission 
for a decision.

3. In making its determination on whether an applicant has made a good 
faith attempt to utilize the site plan approval, the Zoning Administrator 
or the Plan Commission, as applicable, shall consider such factors as 
the type, design, and size of the proposed construction, restrictions on 
financing, or special and/or unique circumstances beyond the control of 
the applicant which have caused the delay.

F. Financial Guarantee. Following the approval of a site plan and before issuance 
of a building permit, the applicant shall guarantee to the City the completion 
of all private exterior amenities as shown on the approved site plan and as 
required by the site plan approval. This guarantee shall be made by means of a 
performance agreement as provided below: 

Application &
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1. Forms of Financial Guarantee. 

a. Financial guarantees acceptable to the City include cash, 
cash escrow; an Irrevocable Letter of Credit; or other financial 
instruments which provide equivalent assurance to the City and 
which are approved by the Zoning Administrator. 

b. The financial guarantee shall be for 125% of the estimated costs 
of improvements, as certified by the Public Works Director.  The 
required work includes, but is not limited to, private exterior 
amenities such as landscaping, private driveways, parking areas, 
recreational fields, lighting, drainage systems, water quality 
ponds, wetland mitigation, erosion control, curbing, fences and 
screening, and other similar improvements. 

c. It shall be the responsibility of the applicant to insure that a 
submitted financial guarantee shall continue in full force and 
effect until the Zoning Administrator shall have approved and 
accepted all of the work undertaken to be done and shall thereby 
have released the guarantee or reduced the amount of the 
guarantee as provided in this Section. 

2. The financial guarantee shall provide a means to the City to cure a default 
or reimburse the City for the cost of enforcement measures. As various 
portions of such required work  under the site plan approval are completed 
by the applicant and approved by the City, the Zoning Administrator may 
release such portion of the financial guarantee as is attributable to such 
completed work.  

3. The applicant shall notify the City in writing when all or a portion of the 
required improvements have been completed in accordance with the 
approved site plan and may be inspected. Upon receipt of such notice, 
the Zoning Administrator shall be responsible for the inspection of the 
improvements to determine that the useful life of all work performed meets 
the average standards for the particular industry, profession, or material 
used in the performance of the work. Using the Wisconsin State Building 
Code as a guideline, any required work failing to meet such standards 
shall not be deemed to be complete and the applicant shall be notified in 
writing as to required corrections. Upon determination that the work has 
been completed, including the winter season survivability of all landscape 
improvements, a notice of the date of actual completion shall be given to 
the applicant and appropriate action to release or to reduce the amount of 
the financial guarantee shall be taken by the Zoning Administrator. 

G. Wisconsin State Building Code 

The review and approval of site improvements pursuant to the requirements of City 
adopted building and fire codes shall be in addition to the site plan review process 
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established under this Section. The site plan approval process does not imply 
compliance with the requirements of these building and fire codes.

H. Plan Agreements 

All site and construction plans officially submitted to the City shall be treated as a 
formal agreement between the property owner, building contractor and the City. 
Once approved, no changes, modifications or alterations shall be made to any plan 
detail, standard, or specifications without prior submission of a plan modification 
request to the Zoning Administrator for review and approval.

I. As-built Plans.

Unless waived by the DRC, all projects valued as $100,000 or more shall provide 
as-built plans to the City prior to release of the financial guarantee.

J. Enforcement 

The Zoning Administrator shall have the authority to order the stopping of any and 
all site improvement activities, when and where a violation of the provisions of 
this Ordinance has been officially documented. All property owners who believed 
they are aggrieved by such determination may appeal the decision of the Zoning 
Administrator, pursuant to Section 121-27 of this Ordinance.
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Sec. 121-32. Conditional Use Permit

A. Purpose 

The purpose of a conditional use permit is to authorize and regulate uses which 
may be beneficial in a specific instance to the general welfare of the community, 
yet ensure that such uses are not detrimental to surrounding property, and are 
consistent with the stated purpose of the zoning district in which such uses are 
located regarding conditions of operation, location, arrangement, and construction. 

B. Procedure 

An application for a conditional use permit shall be approved or denied pursuant to 
Wisconsin State Statutes Chapters 66 and 68. Additional City requirements are as 
follows: 

1. Request for approval. 

As provided within this Ordinance, a request for approval must be filed 
with the City Clerk on an official application form. A non-refundable fee as 
provided for in the Schedule of Fees shall accompany such application. 
Detailed written and graphic materials, the number and size as prescribed 
by the Zoning Administrator, fully explaining the proposed change, 
development, or use, shall also accompany such application. The request 
shall be considered as being officially submitted and complete when the 
applicant has complied with all the specified information requirements.

2. Proof of Ownership or Authorization. 

The applicant shall supply proof of ownership of the property for which the 
approval is requested or supply written authorization from the owner(s) of 
the property in question to proceed with the requested site plan approval.

3. Procedures.

a. Upon completion of preliminary DRC review and 
recommendation of the application and request, the City Clerk, 
when appropriate, shall set a public hearing following proper 
hearing notification. The Plan Commission shall conduct the 
hearing. 

b. The DRC shall review for compliance and provide a report to the  
Plan Commission.

c. Notice of said hearing shall be published in the official 
newspaper as a Class II notice (publication 2 times) at least 10 
days prior to the hearing. 

CONDITIONal USE PERMIT 
PROCEDURE 

CUP Application Submitted

DRC Recommends Action to Plan 
Commission

Plan Commission Review with Public 
Hearing

Plan Commission Final Action

Building Permit Application

Recommended meeting
with Staff

Application &
Fee required

Public
hearing



59 City of New Richmond Zoning Ordinance
January 1, 2015

V.  ADMINISTRATION

d. Notice of said hearing shall also be mailed at least 14 days 
prior to all owners of land within 100 feet of the boundary of 
the property in question, informing them of the receipt of the 
application and the anticipated schedule for consideration. 

e. Failure of a property owner to receive said notice shall not 
invalidate any such proceedings as set forth within this 
Ordinance. 

f. The applicant or their representative must appear before the 
Plan Commission in order to present information and answer 
questions concerning the proposed request. 

g. The Plan Commission, with the assistance of the DRC, shall 
make findings of fact and a recommendation on the request.  
Such recommendations shall be accompanied by the report and 
recommendation of the DRC. 

h. Whenever an application for a conditional use permit has 
been considered and denied by the Plan Commission, the 
Plan Commission shall not consider a similar application 
for a conditional use permit affecting substantially the same 
property again for at least 6 months from the date of its denial. A 
subsequent application affecting substantially the same property 
shall likewise not be considered again by the Plan Commission 
for an additional 6 months from the date of the second denial 
unless a decision to reconsider such matter is made by the Plan 
Commission.

 
C. Information Requirement 

1. The applicant shall submit files in the following formats:

a. Five sets of full size plans drawn to scale of not less than 1” = 
100’.

b. One set of plans reduced to 11x17.

c. One set electronic plans in .pdf format. 

2. Unless waived by the DRC, every application must contain the following 
written and graphic materials:

a. The information required for all conditional use permit 
applications shall be as specified in Section 121-31 (C) (site 
plans) and a narrative describing how the proposal complies with 
the conditional use permit requirements in this section. 

b. In addition, the Plan Commission and DRC shall have the 
authority to request additional information from the applicant 
concerning operational factors or to retain expert testimony with 
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the consent and at the expense of the applicant. Said information 
is to be declared necessary to determine performance and may 
include but is not limited to: 

(i) Scope of operation of the proposed use, including 
methods and materials utilized in operation. 

(ii) Traffic Generation Data. 

(iii) Statement of the economic impact of the proposed 
use on the surrounding area. 

(iv) Statement of the environmental impact of the 
proposed use on the surrounding area. 

D.  Evaluation Criteria 

The Plan Commission shall consider possible adverse effects of the proposed 
conditional use. Its judgment shall be based upon (but not limited to) the following 
factors: 

1. Compliance with and effect upon the City Comprehensive Plan, including 
public facilities and capital improvement plans. 

2. The establishment, maintenance or operation of the conditional use 
will promote and enhance the general public welfare and will not be 
detrimental to or endanger the public health, safety, morals or comfort. 

3. The conditional use will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other 
property in the immediate vicinity for the purposes already permitted. 

4. The establishment of the conditional use will not impede the normal and 
orderly development and improvement of surrounding property for uses 
permitted in the district. 

5. Adequate public facilities and services are available or can be reasonably 
provided to accommodate the proposed use. 

6. The conditional use shall, in all other respects, conform to the applicable 
regulations of the zoning district in which it is located. 

7. The conditional use and site conforms to standards in this Ordinance. 

E. Expiration 

1. Unless otherwise specified by the Zoning Administrator or Plan 
Commission at time of approval, conditional use permit approval shall 
expire within one year of the date of approval unless the applicant 
commences the authorized use within that timeframe. Prior to the 
expiration, the applicant may apply for a time extension of up to one year. 
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2. The request for extension shall be submitted to the Zoning Administrator 
not less than 30 days before the expiration of said approval and shall 
include the renewal fee as set forth in the Schedule of Fees and state 
facts showing a good faith attempt to complete or utilize the use permitted 
in the conditional use permit. A request for an extension not exceeding 
one year shall be subject to the review and approval of the Zoning 
Administrator. Should a second extension of time or any extension of time 
longer than one year be requested by the applicant, it shall be presented 
to the Plan Commission for a decision. 

3. In making its determination on whether an applicant has made a 
good faith attempt to utilize the approval, the Zoning Administrator, as 
applicable, shall consider such factors as the type, design, and size of the 
proposed construction, any applicable restrictions on financing, or special 
and/or unique circumstances beyond the control of the applicant which 
have caused the delay. 

F. Revocation 

1. Justification 

The Plan Commission may direct the revocation of any conditional use 
permit for cause upon determination that the authorized conditional use is 
not in conformance with:
 
a. The conditions of the permit. 

b. The intent of this Ordinance. 

c. City Codes. 

d. Other applicable regulations. 

2. Process. 

The Plan Commission shall initiate a revocation process and the 
Zoning Administrator shall notify the responsible person to whom the 
permit was issued, that they have an opportunity to show cause why 
the permit should not be revoked. The revocation process shall follow 
the applicable steps outlined pursuant to Subd. B of this Section. The 
Zoning Administrator shall provide the responsible person to whom the 
permit was issued a copy of the proceedings and findings of the Plan 
Commission. 

G. Amendments 

1. Holders of a conditional use permit may propose amendments to the 
permit at any time, following the procedures for a new permit as set forth 
in this Section.

Application &
Fee required
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Sec. 121-33. Variance

A. Purpose

1. A request for a variance may be made when an aggrieved party can 
submit proof that strict adherence to the provisions of this Zoning 
Ordinance would cause undue hardship or create conditions causing 
greater harmful effects than the initial condition. A variance granted to a 
nonconforming use brings that use into conformance with  all applicable 
zoning requirements.

2. The Board of Appeals may authorize upon appeal, in specific cases, 
one or more variances from the terms of this Zoning Ordinance as will 
not be contrary to the public interest. No variance shall have the effect 
of allowing in any zoning district uses prohibited in that district, or permit 
district standards lower than those required by State law.

3. For the purposes of this section, the term “unnecessary hardship” shall 
be defined as an unusual or extreme decrease in the adaptability of the 
property to the uses permitted by the zoning district which is caused by 
facts, such as rough terrain or poor soil conditions, uniquely applicable to 
the particular piece of property as distinguished from those applicable to 
most or all property in the same zoning district.

B. Procedure

An application for a variance shall be approved or denied pursuant to Wisconsin 
State Statutes Chapters 66 and 68. Additional City requirements are as follows:

1. Request for approval. 

As provided within this Ordinance, a request for a variance must be filed 
with the City Clerk on an official application form. A non-refundable fee as 
provided for in the Schedule of Fees shall accompany such application. 
Detailed written and graphic materials, the number and size as prescribed 
by the Zoning Administrator, fully explaining the proposed variance shall 
also accompany such application. The request shall be considered as 
being officially submitted and complete when the applicant has complied 
with all the specified information requirements.

2. Proof of Ownership or Authorization. 

The applicant shall supply proof of ownership of the property for which the 
variance is requested or supply written authorization from the owner(s) of 
the property in question to proceed with the requested variance.

VaRIaNCE PROCEDURE 
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3. Procedures.

a. The application shall be referred to the DRC, which shall submit 
a report to the Board of Appeals. The petitioner shall appear 
before the Board of Appeals in order to answer questions.

b. The Board of Appeals shall conduct at least one public hearing 
on the proposed variance. Notice of such hearing shall be mailed 
at least 14 days prior to all owners of land within 100 feet of the 
boundary of the property in question and shall be given not more 
than 30 days and not less than 10 days before the hearing in one 
or more of the newspapers in general circulation in the City. 

c. At the hearing the appellant or applicant must appear in person, 
by agent or by attorney. 

d. The Board of Appeals shall thereafter reach its decision within 30 
days after the final hearing and shall transmit a written copy of its 
decision to the appellant or applicant, Zoning Administrator and 
the Board of Appeals. 

e. The Board of Appeals, with the assistance of the DRC, shall 
make findings of fact and take action on the request.  Such 
recommendations shall be accompanied by the report and 
recommendation of the DRC. 

f. Whenever a variance request has been considered and denied 
by the Board of Appeals, the Board shall not consider a similar 
request affecting substantially the same property again for at 
least 6 months from the date of its denial. A subsequent request 
affecting substantially the same property shall likewise not be 
considered again by the Board of Appeals for an additional 6 
months from the date of the second denial unless a decision to 
reconsider such matter is made by the Board of Appeals. 

C. Information Requirement

1. The applicant shall submit files in the following formats:

a. Five sets of full size plans drawn to scale of not less than 1” = 
100’.

b. One set of plans reduced to 11x17.

c. One set electronic plans in .pdf format. 

2. Unless waived by the DRC, every application must contain the following 
written and graphic materials in the number and size as required by the 
Zoning Administrator:

Public
hearing
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a. Name and address of applicant and all abutting and opposite 
property owners of record.

b. Statement that the applicant is the owner or the authorized agent 
of the owner of the property.

c. Address and description of the property.

d. A site plan showing an accurate depiction of the property.

e. Additional information required by DRC, Public Works Director, 
Board of Appeals or Zoning Administrator.

f. An application fee, as provided for in the Schedule of Fees, must 
be submitted along with the Application for Variance and other 
required materials.

g. A narrative providing specific details as to why a variance is 
required for the subject property.

D. Evaluation Criteria

1. Action of Board of Appeals. For the Board to grant a variance, it must find 
that:

a. Denial of the variance may result in unnecessary hardship to 
the property owner due to physiographical consideration. There 
must be exceptional, extraordinary or unusual circumstances or 
conditions applying to the lot or parcel, structure, use or intended 
use that do not apply generally to other properties or uses in the 
same district and the granting of the variance would not be of 
so general or recurrent nature as to suggest that this Ordinance 
should be changed.

b. The conditions upon which a petition for a variance is based 
are unique to the property for which variance is being sought 
and that such variance is necessary for the preservation and 
enjoyment of substantial property rights possessed by other 
properties in the same district and same vicinity.

c. The purpose of the variance is not based exclusively upon a 
desire to increase the value or income potential of the property.

d. The granting of the variance will not be detrimental to the public 
welfare or injurious to the other property or improvements in the 
neighborhood in which the property is located.

e. The proposed variance will not undermine the spirit and general 
and specific purposes of this Ordinance.
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2. Conditions. The Board of Appeals may impose such reasonable conditions 
and restrictions upon the premises benefited by a variance as may be 
necessary to comply with the standards established in this section.

Sec. 121-34. Historic District

Section 121-59 of this Ordinance describes the administrative procedures for 
designation of historical structures, sites and districts. 

Sec. 121-35. Land Divisions Within the Extraterritorial Plat 
Approval Jurisdiction.

A. Application required. No person, firm or corporation shall divide any land located 
within the 1 1⁄2 mile extraterritorial plat approval jurisdiction of the City without first 
filing an application and a subdivision plat or certified survey map with the City 
for approval with a fee as prescribed by resolution and gaining such approval and 
meeting all conditions of approval by the City.

B. Application procedure.

1. The applicant shall submit an application and required information to the City 
Clerk who shall transmit this information to the DRC.

2. The DRC shall have the authority to request additional information from the 
applicant regarding on the adequacy of water, sanitary and storm sewers, fire 
service, police, parks and open space and recreation facilities, transportation 
facilities and schools and to retain expert testimony with the consent and at 
the expense of the applicant.

3. When the DRC has concluded its review and discussions with the applicant 
and is satisfied that the application is complete, the application information 
shall be submitted to the Plan Commission for review and approval; this 
submittal shall occur no less than 10 days prior to when the application will 
be scheduled before the Plan Commission.

C. Required information. Every application must contain the following written and 
graphic materials:

1. The applicant shall submit files in the following formats:

a. Five sets of full size plans drawn to scale of not less than 1” = 100’.

b. One set of plans reduced to 11x17.

c. One set electronic plans in .pdf format.

2. A subdivision plat or certified survey map.

laND DIVISIONS WITHIN THE 
EXTRaTERRITORIal PlaT 
PROCEDURE 

Extraterritorial Plat Application Submitted

DRC Recommendation to the Plan 
Commission

Plan Commission Final Action
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3. A concept plan, including sketch-level drawings for review and approval.

4. A completed environmental assessment checklist.

D. Extraterritorial land division standards. The following standards shall govern the 
City review and actions on divisions of land within the 1 ½ mile extraterritorial 
area:

1. 1. Except as provided in Subdivisions (2), (3) and (4) below, no new land 
parcels less than 35 acres in size may be created by land division or 
subdivision. All new parcels created pursuant to this Section shall be 
subject to all rules and regulations governing Z1 property specific function 
and use under Table 3 of the Zoning Ordinance.

a. Parcels created under this Section within the 1 ½ mile 
extraterritorial area shall be subject to the maximum density 
allowances, minimum lot requirements and minimum setback 
requirements of the Z1 District as established by Table 4 of this 
Chapter.

b. A deed restriction shall be recorded with the properties involved 
in the land division to prohibit further subdivision of additional 
development rights unless allowed in compliance with the 
Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Ordinance.

c. The application for land division shall be processed in 
accordance with the Chapter 117 of the City Code.

2. The City may grant approval of a land division dividing a parcel of 
agricultural land into 2 parcels, one of which is less than 35 acres in 
size, if the City determines that the proposed land division will assist and 
assure the continuation of the agricultural use.

3. The City may grant approval of a land division dividing an existing parcel 
containing 2 or more existing residential buildings into separate parcels 
for each existing residential building, provided that no new parcel may 
be created by the division that does not include an existing residential 
building. 

4. The creation of a parcel by a certified survey map that is to be transferred 
to an immediately adjacent property owner is exempt from this Ordinance 
provided no additional building lot is created.

5. Existing parcels (as of January 1, 2015) that are less than 35 acres in 
size shall be recognized as grandfathered, but may not be further divided, 
except as allowed by this Section.

6. If the City and the town in which a land area is located have entered 
into an intergovernmental agreement, or a joint extraterritorial zoning 
committee is formed that prepares a extraterritorial zoning plan or 
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regulations that calls for or allows land divisions creating new parcels less 
than 35 acres in size, the terms and standards of such agreement , plan 
or regulations shall become standards for City approval of land divisions in 
areas covered by such agreement, plan or regulations.

7. In all cases, the time period within which action is required shall not begin 
until the town board, pertinent County reviewing officials, and the City 
have received all maps, drawings and data required for plat approval, 
applications have been completed and fees have been paid.

E. Evaluation. The Plan Commission shall evaluate the effects of the proposed 
subdivision plans. This review shall be based upon, but not be limited to, 
compliance with Wisconsin State Statutes Chapter 236, the City Comprehensive 
Plan and provisions of the Zoning Ordinance.
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ARTICLE VI. DISTRICT STANDARDS

Sec. 121-36. General District Standards

A. Permit and Review Process

1. The City of New Richmond has created a DRC through the adoption of 
this Ordinance. The DRC is authorized to review applications and plans 
for proposed projects.  The DRC shall provide initial review and feedback 
on all zoning applications.

2. This Chapter establishes 4 levels of review projects. The applicant 
shall consult each zoning district to determine the form and function 
requirements as well as the Special Overlay District standards in 
ARTICLE IX, General Standards in ARTICLE VI, the Lot and Building 
Standards in ARTICLE VIII and the Administration process in ARTICLE V 
of this Ordinance.

a. Permitted Administratively. These uses are permitted 
administratively and will simply require a building permit.

b. Site Plan. Permitted subject to Site Plan review and approval by 
the Plan Commission.

c. Conditional Use Permit. Conditional use permit subject to Plan 
Commission review and Common Council approval.

d. Certificate of Appropriateness. Certificate of Appropriateness 
subject to Historic Preservation Commission review and 
approval.

3. An owner may appeal a decision of the Zoning Administrator or DRC to 
the Board of Appeals.

B. Zoning Map 

The locations and boundaries of the districts established by this Ordinance are 
hereby set forth on the Zoning Map (Map 1). The map is hereby made a part of this 
Ordinance and shall be known as the “City of New Richmond Zoning Map.” The 
map and all notations, references and data shown thereon are hereby incorporated 
by reference into this Ordinance and shall be as much a part of it as if all were 
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fully described herein. It shall be the responsibility of the Zoning Administrator 
to maintain the map and record map amendments within 30 days after official 
publication of amendments. The official Zoning Map shall be kept on file by the City 
Clerk.

C. Zoning District Boundaries 

The boundaries between districts are, unless otherwise indicated, either the 
centerline of streets, alleys or railroad rights-of-way or lot lines or section lines or 
such centerlines or lot lines parallel or perpendicular thereto.

D. Permitted Forms and Functions

1. The forms and functions identified in Table 3 as permitted by 
administrative permit (A) are allowed by right in the City of New Richmond. 
New development or redevelopment will require submittal of a building 
permit application as outlined in Section 121-30 with adequate information 
to show that the development standards identified in this Ordinance have 
been met.  These items will be administratively reviewed by the DRC.

2. The forms and functions identified in Table 3 as permitted by site plan 
(SP) are allowed in the City of New Richmond. New development or 
redevelopment will require submittal of a site plan application for site 
plan review as outlined in Section 121-31 showing that the development 
standards identified in this Ordinance have been met.  These items will be 
reviewed by the DRC and Plan Commission.

E. Conditional Forms and Functions

1. The forms and functions identified in Table 3 as conditional (C) are 
allowed by conditional use permit in the City of New Richmond. New 
development or redevelopment will require submittal of a conditional 
permit application as outlined in Section 121-32 showing that the 
development standards and conditional use permit standards identified in 
this Ordinance have been met.  These items will be reviewed by the DRC, 
Plan Commission and Common Council.

F. Historic Sites

Any development within the Historic Overlay District shall require approval of 
a Certificate of Appropriateness. These items will be reviewed by the DRC and 
Historic Preservation Commission.

Four levels of Review:
1 - Permitted Administratively (A)

2 - Site Plan Approval (SP)

3 - Conditional Use Permit (C)

4 - Certificate of Appropriateness (CA)
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Z1 AGRICULTURE / PRESERVATION

The purpose of the Z1 Agriculture/Preservation District is to provide 
areas for existing agricultural uses. The large minimum lot area will 
retain these lands in their natural state or as agricultural uses until 
sanitary sewer, water, streets and other public infrastructure is available 
and new development occurs. This will allow orderly development to 
occur and will prevent uncontrolled, uneconomical spread of residential 
development. The purpose of this district is to provide a holding zone 
until a landowner/developer makes application for development, at 
which time the City may rezone the affected property consistent with its 
designation in the Comprehensive Plan, provided that the development 
does not result in the premature extension of public utilities, facilities, 
and services as specified above.

General Character: Primarily agricultural with woodland & wetland and 
scattered buildings

Building Placement: Variable Setbacks

Typical Building Height: Mainly 1-2 Story with up to 3 Story maximum, and with 
independent standards for farm structures

Type of Civic Space: Community parks, greenways and golf courses

Z2 SUB-URBAN

The purpose of the Z2 Sub-Urban District is to provide opportunities for 
low density residential areas, limited neighborhood commercial uses 
and complementary uses. New development within this district will be 
allowed only when a full range of municipal services and facilities are 
available to serve the area. New development is intended to create 
low-density residential areas and to preserve and enhance transitional 
residential areas between lower and higher densities.

General Character: Lawns and landscaped yards surrounding detached single-
family houses; pedestrians occasionally

Building Placement: Variable Setbacks

Typical Building Height: Mainly 1-2 Story with up to 3 Story maximum
Type of Civic Space: Community and neighborhood parks

Z3 MULTI-USE / CORRIDOR

The purposed of the Z3 Multi-Use/Corridor District is to provide a 
mixture of regional commercial, retail, office, lodging and residential 
uses in a mixture of building forms. Other complementary uses such 
as schools, churches and parks will be allowed. These neighborhoods 
will generally be located along arterial streets. Developments will 
include landscaped surface parking lots and interconnected sidewalks 
or multi-use trails.

General Character: Mixture of retail, commercial and medium density 
residential.

Building Placement: Variable Setbacks
Typical Building Height: Mainly 1-3-Story with up to 4 Story maximum
Type of Civic Space: Community and neighborhood parks

Z4 GENERAL URBAN

The purpose of the Z4 General Urban District is to provide a mixture 
of uses within a primarily residential urban fabric. The district allows a 
full complement of residential uses and neighborhood and community 
or neighborhood scale commercial uses. Streets with curbs and 
sidewalks will define small and medium-sized blocks to allow walkable 
neighborhoods.

General Character: Mix of Houses, Townhouses and small Apartment buildings 
with scattered Commercial activity

Building Placement: Shallow to medium front and side yard Setbacks

Typical Building Height: Mainly 1-3-Story with up to 3 Story maximum

Type of Civic Space: Community and neighborhood parks

Z5 TRADITIONAL NEIGHBORHOOD

The purpose of the Z5 Traditional Neighborhood District is to provide 
a variety of uses with primarily higher residential density in a mixed 
use neighborhood with neighborhood, commercial and a variety of 
other public/semi-public uses. It has a tight network of streets, with 
sidewalks, steady street tree planting and shallow, front building 
setbacks to create a defined urban streetscape.

General Character: Mix of urban housing types
Building Placement: Shallow to medium front and side yard Setbacks

Typical Building Height: Mainly 2-Story with up to 3 Story maximum

Type of Civic Space: Neighborhood parks, plazas

Z6 CENTRAL BUSINESS

The purpose of the Z6 Central Business District is to provide 
opportunities for multi-story, mixed and single use commercial block 
buildings, townhouses, multi-family residential, lodging and civic 
buildings; predominately attached buildings, plazas, pocket parks and 
an interconnected street grid with sidewalks.

General Character: Multi-story, mixed use buildings

Building Placement: Shallow Setbacks or none; buildings oriented toward the 
street, defining a street wall

Typical Building Height: Mainly 2-3-Story with up to 4 Story maximum

Type of Civic Space: Plazas; median landscaping

Z7 SPECIFIC USE / INDUSTRIAL

The purpose of the Z7 Specific Use/Industrial is to create districts to 
support the ongoing use and expansion of airport and industrial uses. 
Any future expansion of these uses shall require site plan approval and 
compliance with this Ordinance. 

• Z7-A New Richmond Municipal Airport. The purpose of the 
Z7-A districts to provide for the existing forms and functions 
associated with airport.

• Z7-I Industrial Parks. The purpose of the Z7-I district is to allow 
for continuation and expansion of industrial uses in specific 
areas of the City where they will have less conflict with other 
functions.

General Character: Varies
Building Placement: Varies
Typical Building Height: Varies, 4 stories (may be less in Z7-A)
Type of Civic Space: Varies

TablE 2.   DISTRICT DESCRIPTIONS

This table provides descriptions of the character of each District.
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TablE 3.   SPECIFIC FUNCTION aND USE

a. AGRICULTURE
 Farm / Livestock / Stable / Grain Storage A

Greenhouse A A SP

Kennel C C C

b. AUTOMOTIVE
Gas Station / Convenience Store C C C C C C C C

Car Wash C C C C C C C C

Vehicle Service SP SP SP

Vehicle Sales / Rental SP SP SP SP

c. CIVIC
Auditorium / Theater SP C

Golf Course C C C C

Indoor Recreation A C SP C C

Outdoor Recreation A A A A C A C

Library SP SP SP SP

Museum SP C SP

Places of Worship/Assembly A A SP SP SP C

d. CIVIL SUPPORT
Crematorium SP

Cemetery C SP SP C

Clinic SP SP SP SP SP SP SP SP

Essential Services A A A A A A A A

Fairgrounds SP SP SP

Law Enforcement / Fire Station A A A A A A A A

Funeral Home SP SP SP C SP

Hospital C C C C C

Public Works Garage SP SP SP SP SP SP SP SP

e. COMMERCIAL / RETAIL / SERVICE
Adult Oriented Establishments C

Beer Garden C C C

Box, Large SP SP SP

Box, Medium SP C SP SP

Box, Small SP A A SP SP

Corner Store C A A C A SP SP

Mixed Use Block Building A SP C A

Open Air Market C C C C

Roadside Stand A

f. EDUCATION
College C SP SP C

High School C C SP SP SP

Trade School C SP SP SP

Elementary School C C SP SP SP

Childcare Center / Daycare facility A A SP SP C A C A
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**Properties may be subject to 
special requirements for overlay 
districts as noted in Article IX 
(Special Overlay Districts) or PUDs 
as described in Section 121-9.

Key

A = Permitted administratively 
subject to submittal of a Building 
Permit, as described in 121-30.

SP = Permitted subject to 
submittal of a Site Plan 
Application as described in 
121-31.

C = Conditional subject to 
submittal of Conditional Use 
Permit Application as described 
in 121-32.

CA = Certificate of 
Appropriateness for any Historic 
Site as described in 121-59
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TablE 3. SPECIFIC FUNCTION aND USE, CONT’D.

g. INDUSTRIAL
Airport and Airport Operations A

Bulk Storage Tanks and Facilities A A

General Warehousing / Laboratory Facility A A

Manufacturing and Processing  / Truck Terminal A A

Craftsman / Repair Shop SP A A

Mini Storage SP A A

h. LODGING
Hotel, Motel, and Inn C SP SP C C SP C

Bed & Breakfast (up to 4 rooms) C C C C C

i. OFFICE
Corner Office A A A A A A

Office Building A A A A

j. RESIDENTIAL
Townhome SP SP SP SP SP

Two Family Dwelling A A A A

Live/Work Unit A A A A

Licensed Community Living (9-15 residents) C C C C C C

Licensed Community Living (8 or less residents) A A A A A A

Multiple Family Dwelling SP SP SP SP

Nursing Home C C C C C

One Family Dwelling A A SP A A A

k. MISCELLANEOUS
Accessory Structures / Uses A A A A A A A A

Accessory Free-Standing 
Solar Photovoltaic System C C C C C C C C

Drive-Through Facility SP SP SP SP SP

Home Occupations A A A A A A

Historic District Building or Site

Large Wind Energy System C C

Outdoor Storage C C SP

Parking Structure SP SP SP SP

Parking, Surface (as a Principal Use) C C C C C C

Seasonal Sales / Display A A A A

Small Wind Energy System C C C C C C C C

 Solar Farm C C

Swimming Pool A A A A A

Telecommunications-Collocation A A A A A A A A

Telecommunications-New Tower C C C C C C C C

Z1 A
gric

ultu
re /

 Pres
erv

atio
n

Z2 S
ub-

Urba
n

Z3 M
ulti

-Use 
/ C

orr
ido

r

Z4 G
ene

ral 
Urba

n

Z5 T
rad

itio
nal

 Neig
hbo

rho
od

Z6 C
ent

ral 
Busi

nes
s

Z7-I 
Spec

ial 
Use 

Distr
ict

**Properties may be subject to 
special requirements for overlay 
districts as noted in Article IX 
(Special Overlay Districts) or 
PUDs as described in Section 
121-9.

Key

A = Permitted administratively 
subject to submittal of a Building 
Permit, as described in 121-30.

SP = Permitted subject to 
submittal of a Site Plan 
Application as described in 
121-31.

C = Conditional subject to 
submittal of Conditional Use 
Permit Application as described 
in 121-32.

CA = Certificate of 
Appropriateness for any Historic 
Site as described in 121-59
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Sec. 121-37. Z1 Agriculture/Preservation District

A. Purpose

The purpose of the Z1 Agriculture/Preservation District is to provide areas for 
existing agricultural uses. The large minimum lot area will retain these lands in 
their natural state or as agricultural uses until sanitary sewer, water, streets and 
other public infrastructure is available and new development occurs. This will allow 
orderly development to occur and will prevent uncontrolled, uneconomical spread 
of residential development. The purpose of this district is to provide a holding 
zone until a landowner/developer makes application for development, at which 
time the City may rezone the affected property consistent with its designation in 
the Comprehensive Plan, provided that the development does not result in the 
premature extension of public utilities, facilities, and services as specified above.
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TablE 4.   Z1 aGRICUlTURE / PRESERVaTION DISTRICT

a. lOT OCCUPaTION

a.1 Lot Size - 5 acre min.
a.2 Lot Coverage - 30% max.

b. bUIlDING CONFIGURaTION

b.1 Principal Building - 3 stories max.
b.2 Accessory Building - 2 stories max.*

c. SETbaCKS PRINCIPal bUIlDING

Principal buildings shall be distanced from the lot lines as 
shaded.

All attached front porches, uncovered steps or stoops shall 
be allowed to encroach 10 feet maximum within front yard 
setback. Overhangs may encroach 2 feet within front yard 
setbacks.

c.1 Principal Front Setback, 50 ft. min.
c.2 Secondary Front Setback, 50 ft. min.
c.3 Side Setback, 20 ft. min.
c.4 Rear Setback, 50 ft. min.

d. SETbaCKS aCCESSORY STRUCTURE**

Accessory buildings, off-street parking & trash/refuse containers 
shall be distanced from the lot lines as shaded.

d.1 Front Setback, 50 ft. min.
d.2 Secondary Front Setback, 50 ft. min.
d.3 Side Setback, 20 ft. min.
d.4 Rear Setback, 50 ft. min.

* Subordinate farm structures shall be permitted at a height 
not to exceed 75 feet.

** All subordinate farm structures shall require a 75 foot minimum 
setback from all required setbacks.

b.1 b.2

Z1 agriculture / Preservation District

1 

2 2
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3
Max. 
height

Max. 
height

Principal Structure 

Accessory Structure 

Lot Line

Street edge

Allowable Lot Occupation

KEY   

Principal Frontage

c.1 / d.1

c.4 / d.4

c.2 / d.2c.3 / d.3

Interior Lot Corner Lot

Secondary Frontage

c.1 / d.1

c.4 / d.4
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Sec. 121-38. Z2 Sub-Urban District

A. Purpose

The purpose of the Z2 Sub-Urban District is to provide opportunities for low density 
residential areas, limited neighborhood commercial uses and complementary 
uses. New development within this district will be allowed only when a full range of 
municipal services and facilities are available to serve the area. New development 
is intended to create low-density residential areas and to preserve and enhance 
transitional residential areas between lower and higher densities.
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a. lOT OCCUPaTION

a.1 Lot Width - twin homes - 40 ft. min / all other uses - 80 ft. min.
a.2 Lot Coverage - 40% max.

b. bUIlDING CONFIGURaTION

Stories may not exceed 14 feet in height from finished 
floor to finished ceiling, excluding vaulted spaces, 
except for a first floor commercial function which must 
be a minimum of 11 ft with a maximum of 25 feet.

b.1 Principal Building - 3 stories max.
b.2 Accessory Building - 2 stories max.

c. SETbaCKS PRINCIPal blDG

Principal buildings shall be distanced from the lot 
lines as shaded.*

All attached front porches, uncovered steps or stoops 
shall be allowed to encroach 10 feet maximum within 
front yard setback. Overhangs may encroach 2 feet 
within front yard setbacks. Encroachment into the 
sideyard setback shall require a variance.

c.1 Principal Front Setback, 25 ft. min.
c.2 Secondary Front Setback, 20 ft. min.
c.3 Side Setback, 5 ft. min.
c.4 Rear Setback, 20 ft. min.

d. SETbaCKS aCCESSORY STRUCTURE

Accessory buildings, off-street parking & trash/refuse 
containers shall be distanced from the lot lines as 
shaded.

d.1 Front Setback, 25 ft.
c.2 Secondary Front Setback, 20 ft. min.
d.3 Side Setback, 5 ft. min.
d.4 Rear Setback, 5 ft. min.

Z2 Sub-Urban District

TablE 5.   Z2 - SUb-URbaN DISTRICT

b.1 b.2

1 

2 2

1 

3
Max. 
height

Max. 
height

Principal Structure 

Accessory Structure 

Lot Line

Curb line

Allowable Lot Occupation

KEY   

Principal Frontage
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Sec. 121-39. Z3 Multi-Use/Corridor District

A. Purpose

The purpose of the Z3 Multi-Use/Corridor District is to provide a mixture of regional 
commercial, retail, office, lodging and residential uses in a mixture of building 
forms. Other complementary uses such as schools, churches and parks will be 
allowed. These neighborhoods will generally be located along arterial streets. 
Developments will include landscaped surface parking lots and interconnected 
sidewalks or multi-use trails.
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TablE 6.   Z3 - MUlTI-USE / CORRIDOR DISTRICT

Z3 Multi-Use / Corridor District

a. lOT OCCUPaTION

a.1 Lot Width - twin homes - 40 ft. min / all other uses - 80 ft. min.
a.2 Lot Coverage - 30% max.

b. bUIlDING CONFIGURaTION

Stories may not exceed 14 feet in height from finished 
floor to finished ceiling, excluding vaulted spaces, 
except for a first floor commercial function which 
must be a minimum of 11 ft with a maximum of 25 ft

b.1 Principal Building - 4 stories max.
b.2 Accessory Building - 2 stories max.

c. SETbaCKS PRINCIPal blDG

Principal buildings shall be distanced from the lot 
lines as shaded. 

All attached front porches, uncovered steps or stoops 
shall be allowed to encroach 10 feet maximum within 
front yard setback. Overhangs may encroach 2 feet 
within front yard setbacks.

c.1 Principal Front Setback, 25 ft. min.
c.2 Secondary Front Setback, 20 ft. min.
c.3 Side Setback, 10 ft. min.
c.4 Rear Setback, 35 ft. min.

d. SETbaCKS aCCESSORY 
    STRUCTURE

Accessory buildings, off-street parking & trash/refuse 
containers shall be distanced from the lot lines as 
shaded.

d.1 Principal Front Setback, 25 ft. min.
d.2 Secondary Front Setback, 20 ft. min.
d.3 Side Setback, 5 ft. min.
d.4 Rear Setback, 20 ft. min.

Principal Structure 

Accessory Structure 

Lot Line

Curb Line

Allowable Lot Occupation

KEY   

Principal Frontage

c.1 / d.1

c.4
d.4

c.2 / d.2d.3

Interior Lot Corner Lot

Secondary Frontage

c.1 / d.1

c.4
d.4

c.3

Max. 
height

1 

4 

3 

2 

b.1
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Sec. 121-40. Z4 General Urban District

A. Purpose

The purpose of the Z4 General Urban District is to provide a mixture of uses 
within a primarily residential urban fabric. The district allows a full complement 
of residential uses and neighborhood and community or neighborhood scale 
commercial uses. Streets with curbs and sidewalks will define small and medium-
sized blocks to allow walkable neighborhoods.
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Z4 General Urban District

a. lOT OCCUPaTION

a.1 Lot Width - twin homes - 40 ft. min / all other uses - 80 ft. min.
a.2 Lot Coverage - 40% max.

b. bUIlDING CONFIGURaTION

Stories may not exceed 14 feet in height from finished 
floor to finished ceiling, excluding vaulted spaces, 
except for a first floor commercial function which 
must be a minimum of 11 ft with a maximum of 25 ft.

b.1 Principal Building - 3 stories max.
b.2 Accessory Building - 2 stories max.

c. SETbaCKS PRINCIPal blDG*

Principal buildings shall be distanced from the lot 
lines as shaded. 

All attached front porches, uncovered steps or stoops 
shall be allowed to encroach 10 feet maximum within 
front yard setback. Overhangs may encroach 2 feet 
within front yard setbacks.

c.1 Principal Front Setback, 25 ft. min.
c.2 Secondary Front Setback, 20 ft. min.
c.3 Side Setback, 5 ft. min.
c.4 Rear Setback, 20 ft. min.

d. SETbaCKS aCCESSORY 
    STRUCTURE

Accessory buildings, off-street parking & trash/refuse 
containers shall be distanced from the lot lines as 
shaded.

d.1 Principal Front Setback, 45 ft. min.
d.2 Secondary Front Setback, 20 ft. min.
d.3 Side Setback, 5 ft. min
d.3 Rear Setback, 5 ft. min.

* Attached garages may be placed at Principal Front 
Setback of the principal building if the following 
conditions exist:

1 - the garage architectural style is the same as the 
principal building

2 - the garage door color is the same as the major 
color of the principal building, and

3 - an additional shade tree is planted in the front yard

1 

2

3

2 

1 

Max.
height

Max. 
height

b.1 b.2

Principal Structure 

Accessory Structure 

Lot Line

Curb line

Allowable Lot Occupation

KEY   

Principal Frontage

c.1 

c.4

d.4

c.2 / d.2
c.3 / d.3

Interior Lot Corner Lot

Secondary Frontage

d.1

c.1 

d.1

c.4

d.4
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Sec. 121-41. Z5 Traditional Neighborhood District

A. Purpose

The purpose of the Z5 Traditional Neighborhood District is to provide a variety of 
uses with primarily higher residential density in a mixed use neighborhood with 
neighborhood, commercial and a variety of other public/semi-public uses. It has 
a tight network of streets, with sidewalks, steady street tree planting and shallow, 
front building setbacks to create a defined urban streetscape.
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Z5 Traditional Neighborhood District

a. lOT OCCUPaTION

a.1 Lot Width - twin homes - 40 ft. min. / residential – 50 ft. min. / all other uses - 80 ft. min.
a.2 Lot Coverage - 40% max.

b. bUIlDING CONFIGURaTION

Stories may not exceed 14 feet in height from finished floor 
to finished ceiling, excluding vaulted spaces, except for a 
first floor commercial function which must be a minimum 
of 11 ft with a maximum of 25 ft.

b.1 Principal Building - 3 stories max.
b.2 Accessory Building - 2 stories max.

c. SETbaCKS PRINCIPal blDG*

Principal buildings shall be distanced from the lot lines as 
shaded.

All attached front porches, uncovered steps or stoops shall 
be allowed to encroach 10 feet maximum within front yard 
setback. Overhangs may encroach 2 feet within front yard 
setbacks.Encroachment into the sideyard setback shall 
require a variance.

c.1 Principal Front Setback, 25 ft. min.
c.2 Secondary Front Setback, 20 ft. min.
c.3 Side Setback, 5 ft. min.
c.4 Rear Setback, 20 ft. min.

d. SETbaCKS - aCCESSORY STRUCTURE

Accessory buildings, off-street parking & trash/refuse con-
tainers shall be distanced from the lot lines as shaded.

d.1 Principal Front Setback, 45 ft. min.
d.2 Secondary Front Setback, 20 ft. min.
d.3 Side Setback, 5 ft. min.
d.4 Rear Setback, 5 ft. min.

* Attached garages may be placed at Principal Front Setback 
of the principal building if the following conditions exist:

1 - the garage architectural style is the same as the principal 
building

2 - the garage door color is the same as the major color of 
the principal building, and

3 - an additional shade tree is planted in the front yard

1 

2 
2

1 

3
Max. 
height

Max. 
height

b.1 b.2

Principal Structure 

Accessory Structure 

Lot Line

Curb line

Allowable Lot Occupation

KEY   

Principal Frontage

c.1 

c.4

d.4

c.2 / d.2
c.3 / d.3

Interior Lot Corner Lot

Secondary Frontage

d.1

c.1 

d.1

c.4

d.4
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Sec. 121-42.  Z6 Central Business District

A. Purpose

The purpose of the Z6 Central Business District is to provide opportunities for 
multi-story, mixed and single use commercial block buildings, townhouses, multi-
family residential, lodging and civic buildings; predominately attached buildings, 
plazas, pocket parks and an interconnected street grid with sidewalks.
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a. lOT OCCUPaTION

a.1 Lot Coverage - 100% max.

b. bUIlDING CONFIGURaTION

Stories may not exceed 14 feet in height from finished floor to finished 
ceiling, excluding vaulted spaces, except for a first floor commercial 
function which must be a minimum of 11 ft with a maximum of 25 ft.

b.1 Principal Building - 4 stories max.
b.1 Accessory Building - 3 stories max.

c. SETbaCKS PRINCIPal & aCCESSORY bUIlDING

Principal and accessory buildings shall be distanced from the lot 
lines as shown.

c.1 Principal Front Setback, 0 ft. min, 5 ft. max.
c.2 Secondary Front Setback, 0 ft. min, 5 ft. max. 
c.3 Side Setback, 0 ft. min.
c.4 Rear Setback, 0 ft. min.

d. SETbaCKS aCCESSORY STRUCTURE (NOT 
bUIlDINGS)

Off-street parking & trash/refuse containers shall be distanced from 
the lot lines as shaded.

d.1 Principal Front Setback, 0 ft. min, 5 ft. max.
d.2 Secondary Front Setback, 0 ft. min, 5 ft. max.
d.2 Side Setback, 5 ft. min.
d.4 Rear Setback, 10 ft. min.

Z6 Central business District

Max. 
height
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4 

3 

2 

b.1

Principal Structure 

Accessory Structure 

Lot Line

Curb line

Allowable Lot Occupation

KEY   

Principal Frontage

c.4
d.4

d.3

Interior Lot Corner Lot

Secondary Frontage

c.1/d.1 c.1/d.1

c.3 c.2/d.2 

c.4
d.4



88 City of New Richmond Zoning Ordinance
January 1, 2015

VI. DISTRICT STANDARDS 

Sec. 121-43.  Z7 Special Use District

A. Purpose

The purpose of the Z7 Special Use District is to create districts to support the 
ongoing use and expansion of airport and industrial uses. Any future expansion of 
these uses shall require site plan approval and compliance with this Ordinance. 

• Z7-A New Richmond Municipal Airport. The purpose of the Z7-A districts to 
provide for the existing forms and functions associated with airport.

• Z7-I Industrial Parks. The purpose of the Z7-I district is to allow for continuation 
and expansion of industrial uses in specific areas of the City where they will 
have less conflict with other functions.
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Z7 Special Use District

a. lOT OCCUPaTION

a.1 Lot Width - 80 ft. min.
a.2 Lot Coverage - 60% max.

b. bUIlDING CONFIGURaTION

b.1 Principal Building - 4 stories max.
b.2 Accessory Building - 4 stories max.

c. SETbaCKS PRINCIPal bUIlDING*

Principal buildings shall be distanced from the lot 
lines as shaded. 

c.1 Principal Front Setback, 30 ft. min.
c.2 Secondary Front Setback, 25 ft. min.
c.3 Side Setback, 10 ft. min.
c.4 Rear Setback, 20 ft. min.

d. SETbaCKS aCCESSORY 
    STRUCTURE*

Accessory buildings, off-street parking & trash/refuse 
containers shall be distanced from the lot lines as 
shaded.

d.1 Principal Front Setback, 30 ft. min.
d.2 Secondary Front Setback, 10 ft. min.
d.3 Side Setback, 10 ft. min.
d.4 Rear Setback, 15 ft. min.

* 50 ft. abutting any non-industrial district.

Max. 
height

1 

4 

3 

2 

b.1

Principal Structure 

Accessory Structure 

Lot Line

Curb line

Allowable Lot Occupation

KEY   

Principal Frontage

c.1 / d.1

c.2

Interior Lot Corner Lot

Secondary Frontaged.2

c.1 / d.1

c.4 / d.4 c.4 / d.4

c.3 / d.3
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ARTICLE VII. GENERAL ZONING STANDARDS

Sec. 121-44. Sign Regulations

A. General Intent

The intent of regulating signs is to ensure proper dimensioning and placement with 
respect to existing or planned architectural features, to maintain or improve public 
safety, to maintain or improve the aesthetic character of the context in which they 
are located, and to provide legible information for pedestrians and drivers. 

B. Purpose

The purpose of this Ordinance is to create the legal framework to regulate, 
administer and enforce outdoor sign display and advertising. This Ordinance 
recognizes the need to protect the safety and welfare of the public and the need 
for well-maintained and attractive signs and displays and the need for adequate 
identification, advertising and communication. This Ordinance authorizes the use of 
signs visible from public right-of-ways, provided the signs are:

1. Compatible with all other applicable regulations of this Ordinance and the 
City Comprehensive Plan.

2. Designed, constructed, installed and maintained in such a manner so that 
they do not endanger public or traffic safety.

3. Legible, readable and visible in the circumstances for which they are 
used.

4. Respectful of the reasonable rights of other advertisers whose messages 
are displayed.

C. Permits

1. Required 

It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, construct, enlarge or 
structurally modify a sign or cause same to be done without first obtaining 
a sign permit for each such sign from the Zoning Administrator. Permits 

SIGN PERMIT APPLICATION 
PROCEDURE 

Sign Permit Application Submitted

If required by Table 11, Permit procedure 
according to Article V,  Administration. 

Building Permit Application
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shall not be required for a change of copy on any sign, nor for the 
repainting, cleaning and other normal maintenance and repair of the sign 
and sign structure.

2. Application

Application for a sign permit shall be filed with the Zoning Administrator 
along with the application fee, as provided for by the Schedule of Fees, on 
and shall contain the following information:

a. The name, address and telephone number of the sign owner, the 
property owner where the sign is or will be located, and the sign 
contractor.

b. Clear and legible scale drawings with a description and 
dimensions of the signs as to construction, size and material 
to be used in such structure. A site plan which shall show the 
location of the sign, the position of the principal building and the 
nearest sign (if any) of similar classification.

c. Signature of the applicant or owner of the sign, or the sign 
contractor, or agent thereof. Such other information as the 
Zoning Administrator may require to show full compliance with 
this Ordinance and other applicable codes and regulations.

3. Evaluation 

The Zoning Administrator shall issue a sign permit with reasonable 
conditions attached when the application has been made in compliance 
with this Ordinance and all other applicable codes and regulations of the 
City. If the sign permit is denied by the Zoning Administrator, the Zoning 
Administrator shall give notice of such denial to the applicant in writing, 
together with a brief statement of the reasons for such denial.

4. Remedies

a. Violation or failure to comply with the provisions of this Ordinance 
shall be and hereby is declared to be unlawful.

b. Any sign erected, altered, moved or structurally modified without 
a permit or with a permit but in violation of the provisions of 
this article shall be removed at the owner’s expense or brought 
into compliance within a reasonable time, as determined by the 
Building Inspector. If the violation is failure to obtain a permit, a 
permit fee shall be required and the permit fee shall be double 
the normal fee. In the event that the owner does not remove or 
bring the sign into compliance the Building Inspector is hereby 
authorized to cause said sign to be removed. In addition, any 
person, entity or company violating any of the terms of this 
article shall forfeit not less than one hundred dollars ($100.00) 

Application &
Fee required

Recommended meeting
with Staff

Recommendation
by Staff/Commission
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nor more than two hundred dollars ($200.00), together with 
the costs of prosecution, provided that any violation which can 
be corrected within a reasonable time, as determined by the 
Building Inspector, shall constitute a separate violation for each 
day in which the violation exists, and shall be subject to penalties 
provided herein.

c. If in any action a permit was issued, it shall not constitute a 
defense, nor shall any error, oversight or dereliction of duty on 
the part of the Zoning Administrator constitute a defense.

D. Removal and disposition

1. Maintenance and repair

Every sign, including but not limited to those signs for which permits are 
required, shall be maintained in a safe, presentable, and good structural 
condition at all times, including replacement of defective parts, painting, 
repainting, cleaning and other acts required for the maintenance of said 
sign.

The Zoning Administrator shall require compliance with all standards of 
this Ordinance. If the sign is not modified to comply with safety standards 
outlined in this Ordinance, the Zoning Administrator shall require its 
removal in accordance with Wisconsin Statutes § 66.0413.

2. Abandoned signs 

All signs or sign messages shall be removed by the owner or lessee of the 
premises upon which an on-premises sign is located when the business it 
advertises is no longer conducted, or for an off-premises sign, when lease 
payments or rental payments are no longer provided or the business is 
discontinued. If the owner or lessee fails to remove the sign, the Zoning 
Administrator shall give the owner 5 days’ written notice to remove 
said sign. Upon failure to so comply with the written notice, the Zoning 
Administrator may cause removal to be executed, the expenses of which 
will be assessed to the tax roll of the property on which the abandoned 
sign is located, in accordance with Wisconsin Statutes § 66.0413.

3. Deteriorated or dilapidated signs 

The Zoning Administrator shall cause to be removed any deteriorated or 
dilapidated signs under the provisions of Wisconsin Statutes § 66.0413.

E. Administration

The Zoning Administrator shall examine all applications for permits for 
the erection of signs, issue permits and denials, and review any permit 
modification requests authorize the continued use of signs which conform 
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to the requirements of this Ordinance, record and file all applications for 
permits with any accompanying plans and documents, make inspections 
of signs, and make such reports as may be required.

F. Prohibited signs

The following signs shall be prohibited within the City:

1. Abandoned signs.

2. Flashing or moving signs. No sign shall be permitted which is animated 
by means of flashing, scintillating, blinking, or traveling lights of over 7.5 
watts per lamp and no animated sign may be located within 300 feet of 
any illuminated traffic control or warning light; except electronic message 
signs. Signs with physically moving components visible from the public 
right-of-way shall not be permitted except for those which revolve around 
a vertical axis at speeds less than 7 revolutions per minute.

3. Swinging signs.

4. Floodlighted signs. Reflection illuminated signs whose light source is 
positioned so that 25% or more of its light intensity is visible from a public 
right-of-way by vehicular traffic, or whose light source is visible from 
residential property, are prohibited.

5. Unclassified signs. The following signs are prohibited which:

6. Bear or contain statements, words or pictures of obscene, pornographic or 
immoral subjects.

7. Signs which are an imitation of, or resemble in shape, size, color or copy 
an official traffic sign or signal.

8. Portable signs. The use of portable signs is prohibited, except that, upon 
the granting of a permit from the Zoning Administrator, portable signs may 
be used on a specified property for a 14 day period twice per calendar 
year.

G. Signs not requiring permit

The following signs do not require a permit under this Ordinance:

1. Awning signs. Awnings with signs consisting of one line of copy upon the 
border of the awning

2. Construction signs. Two signs per construction site, not exceeding 100 
square feet in area each, shall be confined to the site of construction, 
and shall be removed 30 days after completion of construction or prior to 
occupancy, whichever is sooner.

Prohibited
form or function

P Permit
required

One line of copy is allowed on awning signs.

COPY AREA
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3. Directional and instructional nonelectric signs. Signs which provide 
direction or instruction and are located entirely on a property to which 
they pertain and do not exceed 8 square feet in area and do not in any 
way advertise a business. This includes, but is not limited to, such signs 
as those identifying restrooms, telephone, parking areas, entrances and 
exits.

4. Emblems or insignia. Non-illuminated emblems or insignia of any nation or 
political subdivision, profit or nonprofit organization.

5. Government signs. Government signs for control of traffic and other 
regulatory purposes, danger signs, railroad crossing signs, and signs of 
public utilities indicating danger, and aids to service or safety which are 
erected by or on the order of a public officer in the performance of his/her 
public duty.

6. House numbers and nameplates. Not to exceed 2 square feet in area for 
each principal building.

7. Interior signs. Signs located within the interior of any building or structure 
which are not visible from a public right-of-way. This does not exempt 
such signs from the structural, electrical, or material specifications of this 
Ordinance.

8. Memorial signs and plaques. Memorial signs or tablets, names of 
buildings and dates of erection, which are cut into masonry surfaces or 
inlaid so as to be part of a building, or when constructed of bronze or 
other noncombustible material, not more than 4 square feet in area.

9. Neighborhood identification signs. In any zoning district, a sign, masonry 
wall, landscaping, or other similar material and feature may be combined 
to form a display for neighborhood or subdivision identification provided 
that the legend of such sign or display shall consist of the neighborhood or 
subdivision name with an area of copy up to 50 square feet.

10. No trespassing or no dumping signs. Not to exceed 1.5 square feet in area 
per sign. 

11. Political and campaign signs. Political and campaign signs on behalf of 
candidates for public office or measures on election ballots, subject to the 
following regulations:

a. Said signs may be erected not earlier than 30 days prior to the 
primary election and shall be removed within 5 days following the 
general election.

b. Each sign, except billboards, shall not exceed 8 square feet in 
any residential zoning district and shall not exceed 16 square feet 
in any nonresidential zoning district.

c. No sign shall be located within 30 feet of the public right-of-way 
at a street intersection, nor over the right-of-way.

House numbers and nameplates diagram
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12. Public notices. Official notices posted by public officers or employees in 
the performance of their duties.

13. Public signs. Signs required as specifically authorized for a public purpose 
by any federal, state or local law.

14. Symbols or insignia. Religious symbols, commemorative plaques of 
recognized historic agencies, or identification emblems of religious orders 
or historical agencies. Must be on-premises signs only.

15. Temporary signs. Temporary signs not exceeding 32 square feet in area 
pertaining to drives or events of any civic, philanthropic, educational, 
religious organization, provided such signs are posted not more than 14 
days before said event and removed within 5 days after the event. Such 
signs shall be subject to the approval of the Zoning Administrator as to 
location.

16. Temporary window signs. In commercial and industrial zoning districts, 
the inside surface of windows may be used for attachment of temporary 
signs. The total area of such signs shall not exceed 40% of total window 
area and shall not be placed on door windows or other windows needed 
clear for pedestrian safety.

17. Vehicular signs. Trucks, buses, trailers or other vehicles, while operating 
in the normal course of business, whose purpose is not primarily the 
display of signs.

18. Yard, rummage and garage sale signs. A sign advertising the sale of 
used personal property or household goods by a private individual, family, 
group or organization.

a. Signs shall not exceed 4 square feet in area and posting shall be 
limited to 72 hours.

b. Signs shall be posted no more than 2 hours before the start 
of the sale and shall be removed within 2 hours following the 
conclusion of the sale.

c. No sign shall be posted in any public right-of-way (described as 
the area from the curb line to the sidewalk, or in areas where no 
sidewalk is present signs shall be placed at least 11 feet from the 
curb line) or affixed to any street sign, traffic control device or 
utility pole.

d. Signs are only allowed on private property, with the property 
owner’s consent.

e. No sign shall be allowed in City parks.



96 City of New Richmond Zoning Ordinance
January 1, 2015

VII. GENERAL ZONING STANDARDS

H. Special signs

1. Subdivision development signs. The Zoning Administrator may issue a 
special permit for a temporary sign in any zoning district in connection 
with the marketing of lots or structures in a subdivision, subject to the 
following restrictions:

a. Such permits may be issued for a period of not more than one 
year and may be renewed for additional periods of up to one 
year and upon written application at least 30 days prior to its 
expiration.

b. Signs as used in this section refer to all types of signs except 
those excepted or prohibited by this Ordinance.

c. The sign must be located on the development property. The sign 
may not exceed 80 square feet in area.

d. Only one sign is allowed for each major street adjacent to the 
subdivision.

2. Banners and other promotional devices.

a. Banners, pennants, searchlights or balloons. Banners, pennants, 
searchlights or balloons shall not be used on a permanent basis. 
They may be permitted as a special promotion on a commercial 
or industrial establishment for a total period not to exceed 30 
days and will be allowed in residential zones only in conjunction 
with an open house or model home demonstration conducted 
by a realtor for up to 5 days before the opening of such a 
demonstration and not to exceed a total of 30 days. No more 
than two 30-day periods per calendar year will be permitted. 

b. Over the street banners. Unlighted special civic event banners 
not exceeding 150 square feet in area are permissible over 
a public right-of-way by special permit from the Zoning 
Administrator after presentation of proof of insurance and 
installation specifications.

3. Advertising vehicles. No person shall park any vehicle or trailer or a 
portable sign on private property so as to be seen from a public right-of-
way, which has attached or located thereon any sign or advertising device 
for the basic purpose of providing advertisement of products or directing 
people to any activity located on the same property or any other premise. 
The Zoning Administrator may issue special permits for the parking of 
advertising vehicles or a portable sign for a period not to exceed 5 days 
per location. No more than two 5-day periods per calendar year will be 
permitted.

P Permit
required

P Permit
required

P Permit
required
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4. Model home and open house signs. Model home and open house signs 
shall be permitted in residential and commercial zoning districts under the 
following conditions:

a. Signs shall not be larger than 4 square feet in area.

b. Signs shall be placed from Friday 8:00 a.m. through Sunday 8:00 
p.m.,

c. Signs used on Monday through Thursday shall be installed no 
earlier than 2 hours prior and are to be removed within 2 hours 
after the model home/open house.

(i) Model home/open house signs shall be able to be 
left up during Parade events/periods.

(ii) Signs are not to be placed on City streets, are not 
to block sidewalks, and signs are not to be placed 
on traffic control signal devices or utility poles.

d. No signs shall be allowed in City parks, except park identification 
signs and other official signs installed by the City.

5. Construction

a. All ground and roof sign structures shall be permanently attached 
to foundations and shall be self-supporting.

b. All signs, except those attached flat against the wall of a building, 
shall be constructed to withstand wind loads as follows, with 
correct engineering adjustments for the height of the sign above 
grade:

(i) For solid signs, 30 pounds per square foot.

(ii) For skeleton signs or other open framework 
signs, 30 pounds per square foot of the total face 
cover of the letters and other sign surfaces, or 10 
pounds per square foot of gross area of the sign as 
determined by the overall dimensions of the sign, 
whichever is greater.

c. No sign shall be suspended by chains or other devices that 
will allow the sign to swing due to wind action. Signs shall be 
anchored to prevent any lateral movement that could cause wear 
on supporting members or connections.

d. Supports and braces shall be an integral part of the sign design. 
Angle irons, chains, or wires used or supports or braces shall be 
hidden from public view to the extent technically feasible.

e. All signs shall be marked with the manufacturer’s name in a size 
which is easily visible from the ground.

P Permit
required
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6. Electric signs. Electric sign contractors are authorized to perform the 
following specific tasks:

a. Install exterior electric signs, ballasts, or high voltage 
transformers to sockets or outline lighting tubes, and may 
connect said sign to a primary branch circuit, if said circuit 
already exists outside of the building.

b. Install interior electric signs, and may connect said signs to an 
existing primary branch circuit.

c. Maintain and replace any electric component within the sign, or 
its surface, or between the sign and building for exterior signs 
only. This Ordinance prohibits the electric sign contractors 
or their employees from performing work on electric signs in 
contradiction to the National Electrical Code or City electrical 
regulations.

d. Install and maintain neon lighting and the required secondary 
wiring.

I. Design requirements

1. See Table 11 for specific requirements

2. Awning signs

a. Clearance, projection, encroachment.

3. Signs shall architecturally compliment the building and surrounding 
neighborhood.

J. Signs permitted by zoning district

Whenever a sign form or function is not listed in Table 11 or Section 121-44 (H) 
Exempt Signs, the use shall be prohibited. 

1. Multi-use / Corridor District (Z3)

a. Off-premises signs. Subject to the following:

(i) Must meet all requirements of Wisconsin Statutes § 
84.30 and Wisconsin Admin. Code Chapter Trans. 
201.

(ii) In addition, off-premises signs must meet all 
the requirements of Table 11 of this section, as 
applicable.

(iii) Require a conditional use permit under Article V, 
Section 121-32 of this Ordinance.
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2. Central Business District (Z6).

a. Shared entrances. Where two or more businesses share the 
same space or share a single entrance, these 2 businesses shall 
be treated as one business for the purpose of this Ordinance. 
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X = Allowed by right, no permit required. A = Permitted subject to submittal of a Building Permit, as described in 121-30. SP = Permitted subject to submittal of a Site Plan Application as described in 121-31. C = Conditional subject to submittal of Conditional Use Permit Application as described in 121-32.

TAbLE 11.   SIGNS STANDARDS bY DISTRICT

Z1   Z2 Z3 Z4 Z5 Z6 Z7 STANDARDS
FOR ALL DISTRICTS

Wall Sign A A A A A A

Height. No higher than building

Projection. max. 12 in.
Area. 36 sf

Number. 1 per business

Area. 8 sf for each lineal ft of building 
wall, max. 400 sf per sign

Height. max. 25 ft

Number. 3 per business per wall, 
including projecting and canopy signs

Area. 36 sf

Number. 1 per business

Area. 36 sf

Number. 1 per business

Area. 4 sf for each lineal ft of building 
wall, max. 200 sf per sign

Height. max. 20 ft

Number. 3 per business per wall

Area. 4 sf for each lineal ft of building 
wall, max. 300 sf per sign

Height. max. 25 ft

Number. 1 per business

Real Estate Sign X X X X X X X

Quantity. 1 max. per lot

Duration. 5 days after sale, rental or 
lease is accomplished

Area. max 6 sf Area. max 6 sf Area. max 32 sf Area. max 6 sf Area. max 6 sf Area. max 32 sf Area. max 32 sf

Projecting, Canopy, Marquee Sign A A A A Height. No higher than building

Clearance. min. 8 ft

Projection. 10 ft from building upon 
which it is attached, no encroachment 
over ROW. Canopy signs may not 
extend further than canopy.

Area. 50 sf total area max.

Height. 25 ft max.

Number. 2 projecting signs per business 
per street frontage with 100 ft spacing 

between same business signage

Area. 36 sf total area max.

Height. 20 ft max.

Number. 1 per business

Area. 36 sf total area max.

Height. 20 ft max.

Number. 1 per business

Area. 50 sf total area

Height. 20 ft. max.

Number. 2 per business per street 
frontage with 50 ft spacing between same 

business signage

Ground Sign C A A A A A A

Height. max. 35 ft, top of sign to grade

Clearance. min. 10 ft if closer than 30 ft 
to ROW or  2.5 ft. in height; min. 14.5 ft if 
sign projects over vehicular traffic

Area. 100 sf max., signs over 36 sf 
require DRC review

Height. 25 ft max., signs over 8 ft require 
DRC review

Area. 300 sf max. per sign

Height. 35 ft max.

Number. 2 ground signs per business 
per street frontage with 100 ft spacing 

between same business signage

Area. 100 sf max., signs over 36 sf 
require DRC review

Height. 25 ft max., signs over 8 ft require 
DRC review

Area. 100 sf max., signs over 36 sf 
require DRC review

Height. 25 ft max., signs over 8 ft require 
DRC review

Area. 100 sf per sign max.

Height. 25 ft max.

Number. 2 per business per street 
frontage with 50 ft spacing between same 

business signage.

Area. 300 sf per sign max.

Height. 35 ft max.

Number. 1 ground sign per street frontage 
with 100 ft spacing between same 

business signage

Roof Sign
SP SP

Height. max. 18 ft above highest point 
of roof, and building height plus sign 
shall not exceed max building height 
for district.

Clearance. min. 3 ft between sign and 
roof

Area. 250 sf total area max.

Number. 1 per building

Area. 100 sf max. total area

Number. 1 per building

Signs not requiring a permit X X X X X X X See Sec. 121-44, H for standards 
specific to sign type.

Shared Entrances SP

Special Signs A A A A A A A See Sec. 121-44, I

Construction A A A A A A A See Sec. 121-44, J

Electric A A A A A A A See Sec. 121-44, K

Off-Premises Signs C See Sec. 121-32

The City shall require a comprehensive sign plan with any development more than 1 lot.
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Sec. 121-45. Small Wind Energy Systems (SWES)

A. Purpose

The purpose of this Ordinance is to:

1. Oversee the permitting of small wind energy systems to serve the 
principal use on the site upon which the system is located.

2. Preserve and protect public health and safety without significantly 
increasing the cost decreasing the efficiency of a small wind energy 
system per Wisconsin Statutes § 66.0401.

3. To ensure Compliance with Title 14, Part 77 of the Federal Aviation 
Regulations.

B. Standards

A small wind energy system shall be a conditional use accessory to an existing 
principal use in all zoning districts (Table 3) subject to the following requirements:

1. Setbacks. A wind tower for a small wind system shall be set back a 
distance equal to 125% of its total height from:

a. Any public street right of way, unless written permission is 
granted by the governmental entity with jurisdiction over the road.

b. Any overhead utility lines, unless written permission is granted by 
the affected utility.

c. Any other towers or structures.

d. All property lines, unless written permission is granted from the 
affected land owner or neighbor.

2. Access.

a. All ground mounted electrical and control equipment shall be 
labeled or secured to prevent unauthorized access.

b. The tower shall be designed and installed so as to not provide 
step bolts or a ladder readily accessible to the public for a 
minimum height of 8 feet above the ground.

3. Electrical Wires. All electrical wires associated with a small wind energy 
system, other than wires necessary to connect the wind generator to 
the tower wiring, the tower wiring to the disconnect junction box, and the 
grounding wires shall be located underground.

P Permit
required

Turbine height x 125%Property line

Small Wind Energy System Setback 
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4. Height. Towers shall comply with the standards in the applicable zoning 
district.

5. Lighting. A wind tower and generator shall not be artificially lighted unless 
such lighting is required by the Federal Aviation Administration.

6. Noise.  Audible noise due to wind energy system operations shall not 
exceed fifty (50) dBA for any period of time, when measured at the 
exterior of any residence, school, hospital, church, or public library, and 
the property line of the adjacent neighbors existing on the date of approval 
of any Small Wind Energy System Conditional Use Permit. 

a. In the event audible noise due to wind energy system operations 
contains a steady pure tone, such as a whine, screech, or hum 
the standards for audible noise shall be reduced by five (5) dBA.

b. In the event the ambient noise level (exclusive of the 
development in question) exceeds the applicable standard given 
above, the applicable standard shall be adjusted so as to equal 
the ambient noise level.

c. Analysis of noise levels shall be performed using currently 
accepted acoustic testing standards.

7. Appearance, Color, and Finish. The wind generator and tower shall remain 
painted or finished the color or finish that was originally applied by the 
manufacturer, unless approved in the building permit.

8. Signs. All signs, other than the manufacturer’s or installer’s identification, 
appropriate warning signs, or owner identification on a wind generator, 
tower, building, or other structure associated with a small wind energy 
system visible from any public road shall be prohibited.

9. Code Compliance. A small wind energy system including tower shall 
comply with all applicable State construction and electrical codes, and the 
National Electrical Code.

10. Utility notification and interconnection. Small wind energy systems 
that connect to the electric utility shall comply with the Public Service 
Commission of Wisconsin’s Rule 119, “Rules for Interconnecting 
Distributed Generation Facilities.”

C. Permit Requirements

1. A conditional use permit subject to the standards of subsection (B) of this 
section and Section 121-32 is required for all small wind energy systems.  
A building permit shall also be required for the installation of a small wind 
energy system.

2. Documents: The permit applications shall be accompanied by a site plan 
which includes the following:P Permit

required

SMALL WIND ENERGY SYSTEM 
APPLICATION PROCEDURE 

CUP Application Submitted according to 
Article V, Administration.

Building Permit Application
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a. Property lines and physical dimensions of the property.

b. Location, dimensions, and types of existing major structures on 
the property.

c. Location of the proposed wind system tower.

d. The right-of-way of any public road that is contiguous with the 
property.

e. Any overhead utility lines.

f. Wind system specifications, including manufacturer and model, 
rotor diameter, tower height.

g. Tower type (freestanding or guyed).

h. Tower foundation blueprints or drawings.

i. Tower blueprint or drawing.

j. Visual analysis, which may include a photo montage, a graphic 
rendering or bird’s eye perspective, or other techniques to 
identify potential visual impacts of the proposed facility.

k. Intermodulation study, radio frequency (RF) engineering study, 
or a noninterference letter from an RF engineer, providing a 
technical evaluation of existing and proposed transmissions from 
other antennas or from nearby radio transmitting facilities, and 
includes a list of frequencies in use and to be used at a site, and 
indicates all potential interference problems.

l. Aeronautical study and obstruction evaluation report(s), 
conducted in accordance with Federal Aviation Regulations 
(FAR) and FCC rules and regulations, including an FAA 
determination that the construction, height and placement 
of a small wind energy system facility will not interfere with 
operations at the New Richmond Regional Airport, public safety 
communications, and the usual and customary transmission or 
reception of radio, television, or other communications services 
enjoyed by adjacent residential and nonresidential properties.

m. A report from a qualified and licensed professional engineer 
which details a wind tower’s height and design including cross-
sections and elevations; the height above grade for all potential; 
break apart or fall radius calculations; engineer’s stamp and 
registration number; and other information necessary to evaluate 
the request.

n. A report from a qualified licensed professional and with the 
aforementioned structural and electrical standards.

o. Proof of Insurance. At all small wind energy system sites, the 
owner of the small wind energy system shall provide the City 
with proof of insurance for worker’s compensation insurance (at 
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statutory limits), comprehensive general liability and property 
damage insurance, and all risk property insurance insuring the 
small wind energy system facilities for their full replacement 
costs which protects against losses due to personal injury and 
property damage resulting from the construction, operation or 
collapse of small wind energy system facilities. Such insurance 
coverages shall be continually maintained in effect during a small 
wind energy system owner’s occupancy at a site.

D. Abandonment

1. A small wind energy system that is out-of-service for a continuous 
12-month period will be deemed to have been abandoned. The Zoning 
Administrator may issue a Notice of Abandonment to the owner of a small 
wind energy system that is deemed to have been abandoned. The Owner 
shall have the right to respond to the Notice of Abandonment within 30 
days from Notice receipt date. The Zoning Administrator shall withdraw 
the Notice of Abandonment and notify the owner that the Notice has been 
withdrawn if the owner provides information that demonstrates the small 
wind energy system has not been abandoned.

2. If the small wind energy system is determined to be abandoned, the 
Owner of a small wind energy system shall remove the wind generator 
from the tower at the Owner’s sole expense within 3 months of receipt of 
Notice of Abandonment. If the owner fails to remove the wind generator 
from the tower, the Zoning Administrator may pursue a legal action to 
have the wind generator removed at the Owner’s expense.

E. Building Permit Procedure

1. An Owner shall submit an application to the Zoning Administrator 
for a building permit for a small wind energy system. The application 
must be on a form approved by the Zoning Administrator and must 
be accompanied by two copies of the site plan identified the perm 
requirements above.

2. License Fee. Exclusive of any fees or payments required under any 
conditional use or other municipal proceeding, a small wind energy 
system owner is required to pay to the Zoning Administrator a one-time 
installation/inspection and management fee, as established by resolution 
of the Common Council, representing payment for the City’s time and 
expense to approve an owner’s initial installation, as well as to periodically 
inspect a site to ensure that all installation standards at the site have been 
complied with by the owner.

3. The Zoning Administrator shall issue a permit or deny the application 
within one month of the date on which the application is received.

Application &
Fee required

P Permit
required
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4. The Zoning Administrator shall issue a building permit for a small wind 
energy system if the application materials show that the proposed small 
wind energy system meets the requirements of this Ordinance.

5. If the application is approved, the Zoning Administrator will return one 
signed copy of the application with the permit and retain the other copy 
with the application.

6. If the application is rejected, the Zoning Administrator will notify the 
applicant in writing and provide a written statement of the reason 
why the application was rejected. The Owner may appeal the Zoning 
Administrator’s decision pursuant to Chapter 68 Wisconsin Statutes. 
The applicant may reapply if the deficiencies specified by the Zoning 
Administrator are resolved.

7. Before the introduction of a new service or changes in existing small wind 
energy facilities or services, a small wind energy system owner shall 
notify the Zoning Administrator at least 30 consecutive calendar days in 
advance of such changes, and allow the Zoning Administrator to monitor 
interference levels.

8. The Owner shall conspicuously post the building permit on the premises 
so as to be visible to the public at all times until construction or installation 
of the small wind energy system is complete.

9. Inspection Report (Three-Year Intervals). An inspection report shall be 
prepared by a qualified engineer, independent of the small wind energy 
system owner, and at the owner’s sole expense, at least every three years 
from the date (hereinafter referred to in this subsection as “the date”) 
a certificate of occupancy is issued by the Zoning Administrator. The 
inspection report shall be submitted to the Zoning Administrator within 
three years plus 90 calendar days of the date for review and approval to 
ensure the continuing structural and electrical integrity of the tower and 
accessory structures.

10. Inspection and Certification. All small wind energy system sites may 
be inspected at least once each year by the Zoning Administrator 
to determine compliance with this section. Deviation from original 
construction standards or noncompliance with any requirements for which 
a City permit has been obtained shall constitute a violation under this 
section.
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F. Violations

Small wind energy systems legally established prior to January 1, 2015, and 
which are required by this Ordinance to receive a conditional use permit shall 
automatically be considered as having received conditional use permit approval. 
However, any change to such use or structure shall require a new conditional use 
permit to be processed according to this Ordinance.

Sec. 121-46. Solar Energy

A. Districts. Accessory solar photovoltaic systems are considered an accessory 
use in all zoning districts. Solar gardens are permitted as a principal use in 
the Z1 and Z7 District (Table 3). All solar energy systems are subject to the 
conditional use standards listed in Section 121-32 and Section 121-46 (F).

B. Standards.

1. Exemption. Passive or building-integrated solar energy systems are 
exempt from the requirements of this section and shall be regulated as 
any other building element.

2. Height. Roof-mounted solar energy systems shall comply with the 
maximum height requirements in the applicable zoning district. Ground-
mounted solar energy systems shall not exceed 16 feet in height.

3. Setbacks. 

a. Ground-mounted accessory free-standing solar photovoltaic 
systems must comply with the accessory structure setbacks 
according to district standards. 

b. Solar gardens must comply with principle structure setbacks of 
the zoning district in which they are located.

4. Roof Mounting. Roof-mounted solar collectors shall be flush mounted 
on pitched roofs. Solar collectors may be bracket mounted on flat roofs. 
Systems shall not extend beyond the exterior perimeter of the building on 
which the system is mounted.

5. Easements. Solar energy systems shall not encroach on public drainage, 
utility roadway or trail easements.

6. Maximum Area. Ground-mounted accessory free-standing solar 
photovoltaic systems systems shall be limited to a maximum area 
consistent with the accessory structure limitations.

7. Commercial Messages. Commercial messages and symbols on solar 
power towers and solar collector arrays should be prohibited.

Permitted types

Ground mounted 
Accessory Solar Photovoltaic System 

Roof mounted
Accessory Solar Photovoltaic System 

Solar Garden

Note limitations
in Code
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8. Vegetation. Consistent with safety and operational requirements, 
complete removal of vegetation beneath solar collectors should be 
avoided where feasible. 

9. Aesthetics. All solar energy systems shall use colors that blend with 
the color of the roof or other structure. Reflection angles from collector 
surfaces shall be oriented away from neighboring windows. Where 
necessary, screening may be required to address glare.

10. Feeder lines. The electrical collection system shall be placed underground 
within the interior of each parcel. The collection system may be placed 
overhead near substations or points of interconnection to the electric grid.

11. Deviations. Any deviation from the required standards of this Ordinance 
may be permitted through a conditional use permit in accordance with 
Section 121-32.

C. Safety.

1. Standards and Certification.

a. Standards.

(i) A solar energy system shall comply with all 
applicable state and local construction, electrical 
and plumbing codes, where applicable.

(ii) Solar energy systems that connect to the electric 
utility shall comply with the Public Service 
Commission of Wisconsin’s Rule 119, “Rules for 
Interconnecting Distributed Generation Facilities.”

(iii) The design of the Solar Energy System shall 
conform to applicable industry standards.

(iv) No solar garden shall be installed until evidence 
has been given to the Building Inspector that the 
owner has submitted notification to Wisconsin 
Public Service Corporation of the customer’s 
intent to install an interconnected customer-owned 
generator. A visible external disconnect must be 
provided if required by the utility. Off-grid systems 
are exempt from this requirement.

b. Certification. Solar energy systems shall be certified by 
Underwriters Laboratories, Inc. and the National Renewable 
Energy Laboratory, the Solar Rating and Certification 
Corporation or other body as determined by the Community 
Development Director. The City reserves the right to deny a 
building permit for proposed solar energy systems deemed to 
have inadequate certification.
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D. Abandonment. 

If the solar energy system remains nonfunctional or inoperative for a continuous 
period of one year, the system shall be deemed to be abandoned and shall 
constitute a public nuisance. The owner shall remove the abandoned system at 
their expense after a demolition permit has been obtained. Removal includes the 
entire structure including transmission equipment.

E. Permit Application and Notice. 

1. A building permit shall be obtained for any solar energy system prior to 
installation under the permit procedure set forth in Section 121-32.

2. Service of Notice. If an applicant is notified that an application has been 
satisfactorily completed, the applicant shall deliver by certified mail or by 
hand the notice, supplied by the Zoning Administrator, to the owner of any 
property which the applicant proposes to be restricted by the permit. The 
applicant shall submit a copy of a signed receipt for every notice delivered 
under this subsection to the Zoning Administrator.

3. Content of Notice. The information on the notice form shall include:

a. The name and address of the applicant, and the address of the 
land upon which the solar collector is or will be located.

b. That an application has been filed by the applicant.

c. That the permit, if granted, may affect the rights of the notified 
owner to develop his or her property and to plant vegetation.

d. That any person who received a notice may request a hearing 
under Section 121-32 within 30 days after receipt of the notice.

e. The procedure for filing a hearing request and telephone number, 
address and office hours of the agency. 

F. Conditional Use Permit

1. Determination. The Common Council shall grant a conditional use permit 
if it finds the following conditions are met:

a. The granting of a permit will not unreasonably interfere with the 
orderly land use and development plans of the City;

b. No person has demonstrated that she or he has present plans to 
build a structure that would create an impermissible interference 
by showing that she or he has applied for a building permit prior 
to receipt of a notice under subsection E-2 of this section, has 
obtained professional plans or designs for such a structure, or by 
submitting any other credible evidence that she or he has made 
substantial progress toward planning or constructing a structure 
that would create an impermissible interference; and 

P Permit
required

SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM 
APPLICATION PROCEDURE 

CUP Application Submitted according to 
Article V, Administration.

Building Permit Application
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c. The benefits to the applicant and the public will exceed any 
burdens.

d. No person has demonstrated that the granting of a permit 
would cause an undue hardship in using his or her property 
in a manner consistent with existing zoning regulations and 
neighboring property uses.

e. The solar solar energy system will be sited and designed to 
ensure that glint and glare do not have significant impacts on 
roadway users, nearby residences commercial areas, or other 
highly sensitive viewing locations.

2. The Common Council may grant a permit subject to any condition or 
exemption it deems necessary to minimize the possibility that the future 
development of nearby property will create an impermissible interference 
or to minimize any other burden on any person affected by granting the 
permit. Such conditions or exemptions may include but are not limited 
to restrictions on the location of the collector and requirements for the 
compensation of persons affected by the granting of the permit.

G.  Record of Permit. If the Common Council grants a permit:

1. The Common Council shall specify the property restricted by the permit 
and shall prepare notice of the granting of the permit. The notice shall 
include the legal description pursuant to Section 706.05(2)(c), Wisconsin 
Statutes, for the property upon which the solar collector is or will be 
located and for any property restricted by the permit, and shall indicate 
that the property may not be developed and vegetation may not be 
planted on the property so as to create an impermissible interference with 
the solar collector which is the subject of the permit unless the permit 
affecting the property is terminated or unless a waiver agreement affecting 
the property is recorded under subsection I of this section.

2. The applicant shall record with the Register of Deeds of the County the 
notice for each property specified under subsection E-2 of this section 
and for the property upon which the solar collector is or will be located. 
The Zoning Administrator shall note the location of any solar collector 
which is the subject of a permit on a map showing the location of all solar 
collectors for which permits have been granted under subsection F of this 
section and shall identify on the map all properties which are subject to 
restrictions resulting from the granting of a permit.

H. Rights of Permit Holder. The holder of a permit granted under this Section is 
entitled to access to sunlight for the solar collector subject to any conditions 
or exemptions in the permit and may seek damages for any loss caused by 
an impermissible interference or an injunction to prevent an impermissible 
interference as provided under sec. 66.032(7), Wisconsin Statutes.
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I. Waiver of Rights. A permit holder by written agreement may waive all or part 
of any right protected by a permit. The permit holder shall record a copy of the 
agreement with the Register of Deeds. A copy of the agreement shall also be 
filed with the City Clerk.

J. Termination of Permits.

1. Any rights protected by a permit under this Section shall terminate if the 
Zoning Administrator determines that the solar collector which is the 
subject of the permit is:

a. Permanently removed or is not used for 2 consecutive years, 
excluding time spent on repairs or improvements, or

b. Not installed and functioning within 2 years after the date of 
issuance of the permit.

(i) The Zoning Administrator shall give the permit 
holder written notice and an opportunity for a 
hearing on a proposed termination under Section 
121-32.

(ii) If the Zoning Administrator terminates a permit, the 
they shall record a notice of termination with the 
Register of Deeds. The Zoning Administrator may 
charge the permit holder for the cost of recording.

(iii) The Zoning Administrator shall modify the map of 
solar collectors prepared under Record of Permit to 
reflect the termination of a permit.

Sec. 121-47. Telecommunications Towers and Antennas

A. Purpose 

This section regulating the placement of signal receiving antennas is adopted to: 

1. Ensure the provision of personal wireless service within the corporate 
boundaries of and for the benefit of the residents of the City. 

2. Provide uniform regulation of all signal receiving antenna devices.

3. Protect the public health, safety, and general welfare of the community, 
public and private property, and community aesthetics.

4. Minimize the visual impact of towers, antennas, and associated buildings 
through design and site standards.

TELECOMMUNICATION TOWERS AND 
ANTENNA PROCEDURE 

CUP Application Submitted according to 
Article V, Administration.

Building Permit Application
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5. Maximize the use of existing and approved towers and buildings to 
accommodate multiple antennas in order to reduce the number of towers 
needed. 

6. Avoid damage to adjacent properties from tower failure through structural 
standards and setback requirements.

7. Utilize public land, buildings and structures for wireless communications 
whenever possible.

8. Require monopoles be designed to accommodate at least 2 separate 
users.

B. Existing antennas and towers 

Antennas, towers and accessory structures for which a building permit or 
conditional use permit has been properly issued prior to January 1, 2015 are after 
the January 1, 2015 declared to be nonconforming uses subject to the provisions 
of Article IV.

C. Interpretation and applicability 

1. This Ordinance shall be interpreted consistent with the provisions 
of the Federal Communications Act of 1934 as amended by the 
Telecommunications Act of 1996. 

2. This Ordinance shall apply to all persons, partnerships, corporations and 
other entities seeking to locate, site, place, modify or construct wireless 
telecommunications facilities within the City.

3. This Ordinance reserves to the City all authority contained in State law 
and existing City Ordinances regarding land use, zoning and regulation 
which has not been preempted by the Federal government pursuant to 
Section 704 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 as to the placement, 
construction and modification of personal wireless service facilities. 

4. This Ordinance does not apply to the use or location of private, residential 
citizen band radio towers, amateur radio towers or television antennas, 
or radio communications facilities including public safety communication 
facilities owned or operated by the City. 

D. Permitted uses, conditional uses and height limitations 

1. Conditional use permits are required for all new wireless 
telecommunications towers in all zoning districts under the permit 
procedure set forth in Section 121-32.

2. New wireless telecommunications antennas collocated on existing 
specified structures are a permitted use in all zoning districts, under the 

P Permit
required
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permit procedure set forth in Section 121-30, subject to issuance of a 
building permit and as follows: 

a. Water towers: Wireless telecommunications antennas on existing 
structures shall be permitted upon City-owned water towers 
provided the applicant has incorporated applicable performance 
standards established in subsection (F) of this section, a lease 
agreement with the City has been approved by the Utility 
Commission and Common Council, a building permit has been 
obtained, and all applicable fees have been paid. 

b. Collocation on existing specified structures: Wireless 
telecommunications antennas shall be permitted to be attached 
to existing church steeples, bell towers, smokestacks, utility 
poles, and municipal, utility, commercial, residential, hospital and 
school buildings and telecommunication towers in accordance 
with applicable site guidelines and performance standards in 
subsections (E) and (F) of this section, after the applicant has 
provided to the City a written statement of approval from the 
tower or structure owner or lessor, has obtained a building permit 
from the City and has paid all applicable fees. The antenna shall 
not serve to extend the height of the existing structure by more 
than 15 feet. 

c. In the Z7 districts, in accordance with the collocation 
requirements in subsection (E) of this section, performance 
standards in subsection (F) of this section, and specific 
procedural requirements in subsection (H) of this section. 

d. Towers or antennas used, owned or operated by the City 
including those used for public safety communications purposes. 

3. Height limitations: The height limitations in Table 12 sets forth the 
applicable limitations of this section by zoning district, and shall include 
all parts of the wireless telecommunications tower and antenna structure 
measured from the base. An aeronautical study and obstruction 
evaluation report(s), conducted in accordance with Federal Aviation 
Regulations (FAR) and FCC rules and regulations, including an FAA 
determination that the construction, height and placement will not interfere 
with operations at the New Richmond Regional Airport, public safety 
communications, and the usual and customary transmission or reception 
of radio, television, or other communications services enjoyed by adjacent 
residential and nonresidential properties shall be provided to the City.

E. Collocation requirements 

No proposal for the construction of a new wireless telecommunications tower 
shall be approved unless the applicant documents to the satisfaction of the Plan 
Commission that the antenna planned for the proposed tower cannot reasonably 

Note limitations
in Code
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be accommodated on a City owned water tower, on a City owned lot for utilities, on 
an existing collocation tower or structure, or on a utility pole within the applicant’s 
search ring, transcending the municipal borders, and for the purpose of providing 
service to the residents and businesses of the City, due to one or more of the 
following: 

1. The antenna would exceed the structural capacity of the existing or 
approved tower or building.

2. The antenna would cause interference with other existing or planned 
equipment at the tower or building.

3. Existing or approved towers and buildings cannot reasonably 
accommodate the antenna at a height necessary for the proposed 
antenna to provide services to the residents and businesses of the City. 

4. Existing or approved towers and commercial buildings are outside of the 
documented search area.

5. The owners or lessors of the existing or approved towers and buildings 
are unwilling to allow collocation upon their facilities.

F. Performance standards 

The requirements of this Ordinance apply to all wireless telecommunications 
towers and antennas erected, constructed, placed, modified or replaced in the 
City. All wireless telecommunications towers and antennas shall be designed and 
situated to be visually unobtrusive, to minimize the impact upon neighboring uses, 
and shall conform to the following design and site criteria: 

1. Setbacks: The minimum setback from any property line (leasehold line, 
if leased), public right-of-way, building or structure, except for accessory 
buildings or equipment structures, for a wireless telecommunications 
tower shall be equal to 100% of the height of the tower. Setbacks for 
accessory building and equipment structures associated with wireless 
telecommunications towers and antennas shall comply with the zoning 
district in which the facility is located. In the event more than one tower 
is located on a described parcel, all towers shall maintain the minimum 
setbacks; however, there is no minimum setback between towers. When 
located on a City lot, a tower height and equipment/building setback may 
mitigate setbacks to allow for consolidation of utilities. In no case shall 
street right-of-way be impeded. 

2. Accessory equipment structures: All accessory equipment structures 
adjacent to an antenna system and/or tower shall be screened or 
architecturally designed to blend in with the surrounding environment and 
shall meet the minimum setback requirements of the applicable zoning 
district. 
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3. Fencing: When deemed necessary by the Zoning Administrator, 
appropriate safety fencing shall be incorporated within the site 
accommodating the tower and its accessory equipment structures. 

4. Landscaping and screening: When deemed necessary by the Zoning 
Administrator, proper landscaping and screening shall be incorporated into 
the site accommodating a tower and its accessory equipment structures. 

5. Color: The wireless telecommunication tower and antennas shall be 
of a neutral color such as light gray or sky blue except as dictated by 
the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and be designed to minimize 
visibility and to blend into the surrounding environment. 

6. Construction type and materials: Towers with antennas shall be designed 
to withstand applicable wind load requirements as prescribed in the 
international building code and ANSI/EIA/TIA 222-F. Towers and/
or antenna systems shall be constructed of, or treated with, corrosive 
resistant material. A regular maintenance schedule shall be followed. 

7. Roof mounted wireless communication antennas: Roof mounted wireless 
telecommunications antennas shall not be permitted on buildings with 
pitched roofs, unless they are stealth antennas incorporated into upward 
thrusting architectural elements, such as a church steeple, spire or bell 
tower, smokestack, or radio tower. On flat roofs, the height of the antenna 
and mounting hardware may not be more than 15 feet above the building 
to which the antenna is attached, as the term height is defined in Section 
121-15 of this Ordinance. 

8. Structurally mounted wireless communication antennas: 
Telecommunication antennas mounted on the sides of buildings shall be 
attached flush with the side of the building, and shall not protrude more 
than 3 feet from the side of the building. 

9. Lights: No antenna or tower shall have affixed or attached to it in any way 
any lights, reflectors, flashers, daytime strobes, or steady nighttime light or 
other illuminating devices except as may be required by the FAA or City. 

10. Signs and advertising: No signs and/or advertising message shall be 
affixed to the antenna or tower structure.

11. Other attachments: No antenna or tower shall have constructed thereon, 
or attached thereto, any platform, catwalk, crow’s nest, or like structure for 
the purpose of human support, except during periods of construction or 
repair. 

G. Obsolete or unused towers 

All obsolete, damaged, unused or abandoned towers and accompanying accessory 
facilities shall be removed within 12 months of the cessation of operations, unless 
a time extension is approved by the Plan Commission. If the tower is not removed, 
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it may be deemed a nuisance pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes. In the event a 
tower is determined to be a nuisance, the City may act to abate such nuisance 
and require the removal of the tower at the property owner’s expense. The owner 
shall provide the City with a copy of the notice of the Federal Communications 
Commission’s (FCC) intent to cease operations and shall be given 12 months from 
the date of ceasing operations to remove the obsolete tower and all accessory 
structures. In the case of multiple operators sharing the use of a single tower, this 
provision shall not become effective until all users cease operations for a period of 
12 consecutive months. The equipment on the ground is not to be removed until 
the tower structure has first been dismantled. After the facilities are removed, the 
site shall be restored to its original, or to an improved state. 

H. Building permits 

No person shall place, construct, or modify a wireless telecommunications tower 
or antenna without first having obtained a building permit. All towers and antennas 
are subject to plan review and inspection by the City to determine compliance with 
international building code construction standards and ANSI structural standards. 
No building permit shall be issued by the City without prior approval of a conditional 
use permit by the Plan Commission, except as provided in Subsection (D)(1) of this 
section. The applicant shall provide to the City all information as required by this 
and other applicable Ordinances of the City at the time of application for a building 
permit. 

In addition to any other requirements of this or any other section of this Ordinance, 
the building permit application shall include the following: 

1. A report and plan from a qualified and registered engineer or firm that 
specifies the following:

a. The tower height and design including cross section and 
elevation.

b. The height above grade for all potential mounting positions 
for collocated antenna and the minimum separation distances 
between antennas. 

c. Structural mounting designs and materials list.

d. The capacity of the tower, including the number and type of 
antenna that the tower can accommodate.

e. As applicable, an engineer’s stamp and number.

2. Structural and electrical plans showing how the proposed tower will 
accommodate the collocation of the applicant’s antenna and comparable 
antennas of additional users, and the plans and specifications whereby 
the proposed tower is designed to allow for future rearrangement of 
antennas to accommodate additional users and the mounting of additional 
antennas at varying heights. 

P Permit
required

Application &
Fee required
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I. Inspection 

The City may, at any time, inspect any wireless telecommunications tower, antenna 
or other facility to ensure their structural integrity. If, upon such inspection, the 
City’s duly designated inspector determines that the facility fails to comply with 
such applicable codes, and that such failure constitutes a danger to persons 
or property, then, upon notice being provided to the owner of the facility, the 
owner shall have 30 days to bring the facility into compliance with the applicable 
codes and standards or the submission to the City of a report by a qualified and 
registered engineer attesting to the structural integrity of the facility. Failure to bring 
the facility into compliance within the said 30 days shall constitute cause for the 
removal of the facility at the owner’s expense. 

J. Noninterference 

All new or existing telecommunications services shall comply with all relevant 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) and Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) standards and shall not interfere with public safety and other City and private 
telecommunications operations. 

K. City collocate 

All permits issued shall allow for the collocation of City telecommunication 
equipment owned or operated by the City thereon at no cost to the City. The City 
shall be responsible for the installation and maintenance costs of its collocated 
public safety equipment. 

TAbLE 12.   HEIGHT LIMITATIONS bY ZONING DISTRICT

District Height Limitation  

All

Antennas shall be collocated pursuant to Subsection (E) of this section; provided, that the antenna 
shall not exceed 15 feet above the height of a water tower, church steeple, bell tower, smokestack, 
radio tower telecommunications tower, or utility pole and shall not exceed 15 feet above the height of 
a municipal utility, commercial, residential, hospital or school building, as the term height of building 
is defined at Section 121-15. 

Z-7 Tower heights for new construction with a single user up to 90 feet; dual user up to 120 feet; 3 or 
more users up to 150 feet.

All heights are measured at ground level.

All heights shall be compliant with Section 121-61 Airports — Height limitation and 14 CFR part 77. Utilizing FAA Form 7460-1. 
FAA approval is required prior to issuance of building permit.
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ARTICLE VIII.   LOT AND BUILDING 
PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

Sec. 121-48. General Performance Standards

A. Outdoor storage

1. General Standards:

a. Except for temporary construction trailers, approved outdoor 
mobile vendors and mobile services operated by public service 
agencies (i.e. bookmobile, bloodmobiles, etc.) as allowed by the 
City, and trailers parked in a designated and improved loading 
area, no vehicle may be used for office, business, industrial 
manufacturing, testing, or storage of items used with or in a 
business, commercial or industrial enterprise, unless otherwise 
approved by the Zoning Administrator.

b. The Zoning Administrator may order the owner of the property 
to cease or modify open storage uses including existing uses, 
provided it is found that such use constitutes a threat to the 
public health, safety, or general welfare.

2. Residential Uses:

a. Exceptions: The storage of materials and equipment for 
residential uses (excluding farms) shall be stored within a building 
or fully screened so as not to be visible from adjoining properties, 
except for the following:

(i) Clothes lines pole and wire.

(ii) Patio equipment, including chairs, tables and grills.

(iii) Play and recreational equipment.

(iv) On street and surface parking of currently 
registered and operable passenger vehicles and 
trucks not to exceed a gross vehicle weight of 
16,000 pounds.
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(v) Rear or side yard exterior storage of firewood for 
the purpose of consumption only by the person or 
persons on whose property it is stored.

b. Recreational Vehicle and Equipment Storage shall comply with 
the following standards.

(i) Such vehicle or equipment have affixed thereto 
current registration or license plates as required by 
law.

(ii) Except upon established driveways, such vehicles 
shall be stored so as to comply with accessory 
building setbacks of the residential district.

(iii) Parking and storage comply with any other 
applicable City regulations.

3. Non-residential uses:

a. All outdoor storage shall be screened so as not to be visible from 
adjoining properties and public streets except for the following:

(i) Merchandise being displayed for sale in 
accordance with zoning district requirements.

(ii) Materials and equipment currently being used for 
construction on the premises.

b. Parking of Commercial Vehicles: Up to 3 commercial vehicles 
such as delivery and service trucks up to 16,000 pounds in gross 
vehicle weight may be parked without screening if such vehicles 
relate to the principal use. Construction equipment, trailers, and 
vehicles over 16,000 pounds in gross vehicle weight shall require 
screening in compliance with Section 121-54 of this Ordinance.

c. All parking and vehicle storage areas shall be permanently paved 
with materials that support gross weights of intended vehicles.

B. Waste Material

Waste material resulting from or used in industrial or commercial manufacturing, 
fabricating, servicing, processing or trimming shall not be washed into the public 
storm sewer system, the sanitary sewer system or any public water body, but 
shall be disposed of in a manner approved by the Wisconsin State Fire Marshal, 
appropriate State or Federal agencies and the Zoning Administrator. 
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C. Loading and trash/refuse collection areas 

Loading areas and trash/refuse collection areas shall be screened from view from 
the front of the lot, public rights-of-way and adjacent properties; and located on 
the lot according to District Standards. The screening shall be accomplished with 
evergreen landscaping, earth berms, or a combination of these items as described 
in Table 15. 

D. Bulk Storage (Liquid)

All uses associated with the bulk storage of all gasoline, liquid fertilizer, chemical, 
flammable and similar liquids shall comply with requirements of the Wisconsin 
State Fire Marshall, Wisconsin Department of Agriculture Offices and have 
documents from those offices stating the use is in compliance.

E. Radiation Emission

All activities that emit radioactivity shall comply with the minimum requirements of 
the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.

F. Electrical Emission

All activities which create electrical emissions shall comply with the minimum 
requirements of the Federal Communications Commission, as amended.
 
Sec. 121-49. Additional Building and Lot Regulations

A. Residential dwelling units must comply with the following:

1. Single family detached homes must have a minimum footprint of 800 
square feet. 

2. Multi-family units must have a minimum floor area of 500 square feet.

B. All buildings shall be placed on a lot so they will not obstruct future streets that 
may be constructed by the City in conformity with existing streets and according 
to the Comprehensive Plan and to the system and standards employed by the 
City. Furthermore, all buildings shall be placed on a lot so they will not obstruct 
future utility routes or the potential re-subdivision of the property.

C. Except as allowed by conditional use permit, no more than one principal building 
shall be located on a lot.

D. When 2 or more contiguous lots are located in the same residential district, one 
or more of which lack adequate area or dimensions to qualify for residential use 
under the current Ordinance requirements and are held in one ownership, they 
shall be combined in accordance with the City’s Subdivision Ordinance, prior to 
the issuing of a building permit.
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E. Where one parcel of property is divided into 2 or more portions by reason of 
different zoning district classifications, each portion shall be used independently 
of the other in its respective zoning classification, and for the purpose of 
applying the regulations of this Ordinance each portion shall be considered as 
if in separate and different ownership. Alternatively, the entire parcel may be 
used as permitted by the regulations applicable to the most restrictive zoning 
classification. However, nothing in this section shall be construed as permitting 
residential use of any property within the Z7 Districts.

F. When new development is proposed on an existing lot of record, the developer 
shall be required to construct trail and sidewalk improvements in the public right-
of-way when needed to extend or compete a trail or sidewalk connection.  Such 
improvements shall be completed at the developer’s cost and plans must be 
approved by the Director of Public Works.

G. Building Material Standards

1. General Provisions.

a. Except in association with farming activities, no galvanized or 
unfinished steel or unfinished aluminum buildings (walls or roofs), 
except those specifically intended to have a corrosive designed 
finish such as corten steel shall be permitted in any zoning 
district.

b. Buildings in all zoning districts shall maintain a high standard 
of architectural and aesthetic compatibility with surrounding 
properties to ensure that they will not adversely impact the 
property values of the adjacent properties or adversely impact 
the community’s public health, safety and general welfare.

c. Exterior Building Finishes.

(i) The primary exterior building facade finishes shall 
consist of materials comparable in grade and 
quality to the following:

• Brick
• Natural stone
• Integral colored split face (rock face) concrete 

block
• Cast in place concrete or pre-cast concrete 

panels
• Wood, provided the surfaces are finished 

for exterior use or wood of proven exterior 
durability is used, such as cedar, redwood, or 
cypress

• Curtain wall panels of steel, fiberglass and 
aluminum (non-structural, non-load bearing), 
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provided such panels are factory fabricated 
and finished with a durable non-fade surface 
and their fasteners are of a corrosion resistant 
design

• Glass curtain wall panels
• Stucco
• Vinyl
• Other materials determined as acceptable by 

the Zoning Administrator

(ii) Building foundations and other such portions 
of a building’s facade need not comply with the 
requirements for the primary facade treatment or 
materials.

2. Non-Residential Uses.

a. For non-residential uses, any exposed metal or fiberglass finish 
shall be limited to 50 percent of the surface of any building wall. 
Any metal finish utilized in the building shall be a minimum of 26 
gauge steel. All sides of the principal and accessory structures 
are to have essentially the same or coordinated, harmonious 
exterior finish materials and treatment. The roof slope shall be 
limited to a maximum of 1:12 slope, unless approved by the 
Zoning Administrator.

b. Properties located in the Z-6 Central Business District shall also 
comply with the purpose and intent of the “City of New Richmond 
Downtown Design Guidelines”, as may be amended.

3. Z7 Special Use Districts.

a. In Z7 Special Use districts, all buildings constructed of curtain 
wall panels of metal or fiberglass shall be faced with brick, 
wood, stone, architectural concrete cast in place or pre-cast 
concrete panels on all wall surfaces. The required wall surface 
treatment may allow up to 50 percent of any metal or fiberglass 
wall surface to remain exposed if it is coordinated into the 
architectural design. For buildings which abut residential 
uses, the building material requirements for non-residential in 
Subsection 2 above shall apply. In cases where buildings are not 
visible from adjacent residential uses, the Zoning Administrator 
may grant an exception to the building material requirements of 
subsection 2 above.

b. The Zoning Administrator may grant a deferment to a developer 
of metal buildings or building additions in this district from the 
exterior wall design requirements of this section when the 
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building or building addition will be constructed in more than one 
phase subject to the following:

(i) The deferment shall be until the second 
construction phase is complete or up to five years, 
whichever is less; and

(ii) The building owner shall provide the City with an 
irrevocable letter of credit for an amount 150% 
the estimated cost of the required exterior wall 
treatment. The bank and letter of credit shall be 
subject to the approval of the City Attorney. The 
letter of credit shall secure compliance with this 
Chapter.

4. Exceptions. Exceptions to the provisions of this section may be allowed by 
conditional use permit, provided that:

a. The proposed building maintains the quality and value intended 
by this Section.

b. The proposed building is compatible and in harmony with other 
structures within the district.

c. The proposed building is found to comply with the provisions and 
criteria of Section 121-32 of this Chapter.

Sec. 121-50. Conditional Use Permit Standards

The following performance standards for conditional uses listed in Table 3 shall 
apply in addition to the general performance standards in Section 121-32.  No 
conditional use permit shall be approved for the specified uses unless the project 
is in compliance with these standards. Conditional uses not listed here will need 
to meet  conditions listed in Section 121-32. The Zoning Administrator may apply 
additional reasonable conditions on a conditional use permit to fully comply with 
the intent of this Ordinance.
 
A. Adult-oriented establishments

1. The regulatory and licensing requirements of Chapter 50, Article V, 
Division 2 (Offenses Involving Public Nudity and Sex) of the City Code are 
met.

2. No more than one adult entertainment or adult-oriented use may be 
established on any one parcel.

3. Any adult entertainment uses shall be at least 1,000 feet from any other 
adult entertainment use. No adult entertainment use shall be permitted 

P Permit
required
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within 500 feet of any establishment serving alcohol beverages, within 500 
feet of property with residential forms or functions, within 500 feet of any 
agricultural property or within 500 feet of any school, library, church, park, 
playground, or daycare facility.

4. There shall be no sale of intoxicating or fermented malt beverages.

5. Signs advertising any adult entertainment uses shall conform with Section 
121-44 of this Ordinance with the exception, however, that no tower or 
portable signs or billboards shall be permitted on the premises, and 
with the further exception that signs will not depict or describe specified 
anatomical areas or specified sexual activities, and provided further that 
there shall be no flashing or traveling lights located outside the building.

6. Adequate unfenced parking shall be provided in a lighted area.

7. There shall be no display windows on the premises.

8. As part of the conditional use review process, an inventory of the 
surrounding area and population shall be made along with a study of the 
proposed development and plans for the area so as to enable the Plan 
Commission to make appropriate findings relative to the effect of the 
establishment of such a use in that area.

B. Bed and Breakfasts (B&B) 

1. Such use shall not create noise, light, traffic or other conditions 
detrimental to neighboring residents.

2. There shall be no other B&B parcel located within 500 feet of the 
proposed B&B parcel.

3. Such use shall meet all applicable building and fire codes, and comply 
with all business license, revenue collection, and health laws of the City of 
New Richmond and the State of Wisconsin.

C. Beer Gardens

No beer garden shall be permitted, maintained or operated except in conformity 
with the following restrictions:

1. Every beer garden shall be completely enclosed with a fence or wall not 
less than 4 feet in height. 

2. Every fence or wall shall be constructed of decorative wrought iron, wood, 
masonry fence or chain link, which shall be aesthetically compatible to 
the neighborhood.  Egress gates shall be as required by the Building 
Code. The fence strength shall be equivalent to all applicable building 
code guard rail requirements. All applicable zoning restrictions shall apply 
and applicant shall obtain a building permit as necessary. Snow fence, 

Prohibited
form or function
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spiked picket configuration fence and wire fence of any type other than 
manufactured chain link are prohibited.

3. Background sound shall not constitute a public nuisance.

4. A beer garden must be located on an impervious surface or hard all-
weather decking material.

5. The beer garden area shall be particularly described and included within 
the intoxicating liquor and/or fermented malt beverage licensed premises.

6. Every permittee under this section shall comply with and enforce 
provisions of Wisconsin Statutes Chapter 125, applicable to Class 
B licensed premises, except insofar as such provisions are clearly 
inapplicable. Violation of the provisions of Wisconsin Statutes Chapter 
125, shall be grounds for immediate revocation of the beer garden permit.

7. Each beer garden conditional use permit shall be subject to quarterly 
review by the Plan Commission or as otherwise deemed necessary by the 
Plan Commission.

8. Beer gardens are considered a privilege and not a right. The beer garden 
conditional use permit may be revoked by the Plan Commission following 
notice to the permittee and a public hearing. The conditional use permit 
may be revoked, among other reasons, if one or more of the conditions 
listed in the permit or in this section have been violated, or if the beer 
garden area is operated in a manner which constitutes a public nuisance. 
Following any revocation of a beer garden permit, no application for the 
same shall be filed within one year from the date of revocation, unless 
permitted by the Plan Commission. Following revocation, a permittee 
would be required to submit a new conditional use application and pay all 
applicable fees in order to obtain a beer garden conditional use permit.

9. The beer garden shall not have an undue adverse impact upon nearby 
property, the character of the neighborhood, traffic conditions, parking or 
other matters affecting the public health, welfare or convenience.

10. All signage associated with the beer garden must comply with the City’s 
sign Ordinances.

11. No person shall consume or have in his/her possession alcohol 
beverages on any unenclosed part of the licensed premises which is not 
described in a valid beer garden conditional use permit.

D. Car Wash

1. The use shall be oriented to minimize noise impacts on surrounding 
properties.  The DRC may also require additional landscaping to mitigate 
the potential impacts.

Public
hearing
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2. Car wash bay doors shall close automatically during the wash cycle to 
minimize noise impacts.

3. The exit from the car wash shall have a drainage system which is 
subject to the approval of the DRC and gives special consideration to the 
prevention of ice build-up during winter months. 

4. Hours of operation shall be limited to between 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
daily. 

5. A bypass lane shall be provided for each drive-through use, allowing cars 
to leave the drive-through lane from the stacking area. 

6. The site shall provide stacking space for the car wash. The amount of 
stacking space shall take into account the type of car wash and the 
amount of time it takes to wash a vehicle. Stacking spaces shall not 
interfere with parking spaces or traffic circulation. 

E. Childcare Center/Daycare Facility

1. Unless exempted by the Zoning Administrator, where an outdoor play area 
of a Daycare Facility abuts any non-residential use or public right-of-way, 
the Daycare Facility shall provide screening along the shared boundary of 
such uses, zones or public rights-of-way. 

2. The structure and operation shall be in compliance with State of 
Wisconsin Department of Human Services regulations and shall be 
licensed accordingly.

F. Community Living (9-15 residents), subject to Wisconsin Statutes, Chapter 50. 

G. College, High School, Trade School, Elementary School

1. The site shall be served by a minor arterial or higher classification of 
roadway.

2. A master plan shall be submitted that describes proposed physical 
development for the next five years and for the following five years. 
Said plan shall include a description of proposed development phases 
and plans, development priorities, the probable sequence of proposed 
development, estimated dates of construction and the anticipated interim 
use of property waiting to be developed.

3. A transportation management plan shall be submitted to address off-
street parking, bus loading and unloading, traffic control, and the impact of 
the facility on surrounding roadways (where applicable).
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H. Gas Stations / Convenience

1. Principal Frontage access may be allowed. 

2. All vending machines shall be located indoors. 

3. Outdoor display of products shall not block vehicle and pedestrian access 
routes and is prohibited closer to the street than pump islands. 

I. Hospital, Nursing Home and Similar Uses 

1. The site and related parking and service entrances are served by an 
arterial or collector street of sufficient capacity to accommodate the traffic 
which will be generated.

2. An off street rider drop-off and pick up drive and entrance is provided.

3. Vehicular entrances to parking or service areas shall create a minimum of 
conflict with through traffic movement.

Sec. 121-51.  Lighting and Glare Restrictions

A. General Performance Standards 

1. Any lighting used to illuminate an off-street parking area, sign or other 
structures shall comply with the following standards: 

a. Glare, whether direct or reflected, as differentiated from general 
illumination shall not be visible beyond the limits of the site from 
which it originates. 

b. No light which is flashing, revolving or otherwise resembles a 
traffic-control signal shall be allowed in any area where it could 
create a hazard for passing vehicular traffic. 

c. No searchlights shall be allowed for advertising in any area. 

d. The use of laser source light or any similar high intensity light for 
outdoor advertising or entertainment, when projected above the 
horizontal, is prohibited. 

e. Light fixtures and freestanding luminaires shall have a cutoff 
angle of less than or equal to 90 degrees.

f. Lighting shall not exceed 1 foot candle as measured at the 
property line or center line of public street, except that outdoor 
display lots shall be allowed to increase to 3 foot candles.

2. The height of a freestanding luminaire shall not exceed 35 feet or extend 
above the roof line of the principal building, whichever is less. 

Prohibited
form or function
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3. Freestanding luminaires used for outdoor athletic fields and recreation 
areas that exceed the height limitation may be approved by conditional 
use permit. 

4. All canopy lighting for motor fuel stations shall be recessed into the 
canopy. 

5. Accent lighting used to highlight building facades, foliage, or selected 
architectural features shall be permitted provided the light source is 
shielded.

6. All display lot lighting shall utilize fully shielded luminaires that are installed 
in a fashion that maintains the fully shielded characteristics.

B. Temporary lighting

1. Request; renewal; information required. Any person may submit, in written 
form, to the office of the Building Inspector, a temporary exemption 
request. The request shall contain the following information:

a. Duration of requested exemption(s).

b. Proposed location on premises of the proposed lighting fixture(s).

c. Purpose of proposed lighting.

d. Information of each luminaire and lamp combination as required 
herein.

e. Previous temporary exemptions, if any, and addresses of 
premises thereunder.

f. Such other data and information as may be required by the 
designated official.

2. Approval, duration. The designation official shall have five business days 
from the date of submission of the request for temporary exemption to 
act, in writing, on the request. If approved, the exemption shall be valid 
for not more than 30 days from the date of issuance of the approval. The 
approval shall be renewable upon further written request, at the discretion 
of the designated official for a maximum of one additional 30-day period. 
The designated official is not authorized to grant more than one temporary 
permit and one renewal for a 30-day period for the same property within 
one calendar year.

3. Disapproval; appeal. If the request for temporary exemption or its 
extension is disapproved, the person making the request may appeal to 
the Zoning Board of Appeals under Chapter 2 of the City Ordinance.
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C.  Applicability

1. New Uses, Buildings and Major Additions or Modifications. For all 
proposed new land uses, developments, buildings, and structures that 
require a permit, all outdoor lighting fixtures shall meet the requirements 
of this Section. Whenever any building additions or modifications of 25% 
or more in terms additional dwelling units, gross floor area, or parking 
spaces, either with a single addition or cumulative of additions, occurs 
subsequent to January 1, 2015, the entire property shall be required to 
comply with the requirements of this Section.

2. Minor Additions. Additions or modifications of less than 25% of the 
existing uses (“Minor Additions”), as defined by Section 1 above, and that 
require any permit, shall also require the submission of a more complete 
inventory and site plan detailing all existing and any proposed new 
outdoor lighting. Any new lighting on the site shall meet the requirements 
of this Section with regard to shielding and lamp type.

3. Resumption of Use After Abandonment. If a property or use with 
nonconforming lighting is abandoned as defined below, then all outdoor 
lighting shall be reviewed and brought into compliance with this Section 
before the use is resumed. ·

4. Roadways. Lighting for public roadways is exempt from the provisions of 
this Section except that:

a. Any outdoor lighting for private roads shall comply with this 
Section.

D. Other exemptions.

1. State and Federal facilities. Compliance with the intent of this Ordinance 
at all State and Federal facilities is encouraged, but not required.

2. Emergency lighting. Emergency lighting, used by police, firefighting, or 
medical personnel, or at their discretion, is exempt from all requirements 
of this Ordinance for as long as the emergency exists.

3. Swimming pool and fountain lighting. Underwater lighting used for the 
illumination of swimming pools and fountains is exempt from the lamp type 
and shielding standards provided herein, though it must conform to all 
provisions of this Ordinance.

4. Flags, lighted. Outdoor lighted flags are exempt from this Ordinance 
provided the lighting is directed away from the public right of way and 
does not cause light trespass or glare.

5. Towers. Legally required safety lighting for towers shall be exempt from 
the Ordinance.

6. Airfields and airports. These facilities, both commercial and non-
commercial, shall be exempt from the provisions of this Ordinance where 



129 City of New Richmond Zoning Ordinance
January 1, 2015

VIII. LOT AND BUILDING STANDARDS 

lighting is used for air safety reasons. All other lighting shall conform to 
this Ordinance.

7. Construction lighting. Lighting of construction sites shall be exempt from 
the temporary lighting duration requirements as outlined above. The 
allowable duration for temporary construction lighting will be determined 
by the Zoning Administrator on a case by case basis.

Sec. 121-52. Parking and Loading

A. Parking Location Standards 

1. General to Zones Z2, Z3, Z4, Z5, Z6, Z7: 

a. Parking shall be accessed by rear alleys, when such are 
available. In these circumstances, a 0-foot rear setback is 
allowed. 

b. Parking in the City is intended to be shared to the greatest extent 
practicable in all mixed-use areas. 

c. Driveways and vehicular entrances to parking lots, garages and 
parking structures shall be no wider than 24 feet at the frontage. 
The Director of Public Works may approve wider driveways or 
additional turn lanes to accommodate larger vehicles or high 
traffic areas.

2. Specific to Zones Z2:

a. A minimum driveway length of 25 feet from the property line 
is required to limit conflicts between vehicles parked in the 
driveway and street or sidewalk users.

3. Specific to Zones Z3:

a. Not more than 50% of the parking shall be located between the 
principal building and the street.

(i) See “Landscape and screening of off-street parking 
and loading facilities” for conditions for locating a 
greater percentage of parking between the principal 
building and the street.

4. Specific To Zones Z4, Z5, Z6:

a. Pedestrian exits from all parking lots, garages, and parking 
structures shall be directly to a frontage line (i.e., not directly into 
a building) except underground levels which may be exited by 
pedestrians directly into a building.
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b. No parking shall be located between the front of the principal 
building and the street.

c. Off-street parking in the Z6 shall be secured for public use 
through parking easements and other appropriate conveyances. 
Shared parking arrangements between nearby uses are 
encouraged.

5. Dimensional and Design Requirements. Unless otherwise specified in this 
Ordinance, stall, aisle and driveway design for required off-street parking 
shall comply with the following standards: 

a. Access and location. Parking areas shall have access to a 
public alley or street. Driveways shall be located to minimize 
interference with traffic movement.

b. Turnaround. All parking areas except those serving one-family 
and two -family dwellings on local streets shall be designed so 
that cars do not have to back into the public street.

c. Surfacing. All driveways and all areas intended to be utilized 
for parking spaces shall be constructed of bituminous asphalt, 
concrete, or pavers. Such surfacing shall be approved by the 
Director of Public Works and maintained in good repair. 

d. Walkways. Required parking areas for 5 or more vehicles shall 
have walkways separated from the parking area and surfaced 
with bituminous asphalt, pavers, or concrete to provide access 
from parking areas to the entrances of buildings. 

e. Drainage. All parking or paved areas shall be adequately served 
by storm sewer or other approved stormwater facilities. Such 
facilities shall be approved by the Director of Public Works. 

f. Curbs. A 6-inch high, poured-in-place concrete curb shall be 
provided around the periphery of all parking lots and internal 
access roads, except where the Director of Public Works 
determines that a curb would impede the drainage plan.

x

a

c d

b

x a

c d

b

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

x

a

c d

b

Parking stall dimension diagram

TAbLE 13.   MINIMUM DIMENSIONAL 
REQUIREMENTS FOR PARKING

Angle of 
Parking (x)

Stall Width Parallel 
to Aisle (a)

Stall Length of 
Line (b)

Aisle Width
(c)

Stall Depth
(d)

45 degrees 12 ft 7 in 25 ft 12 ft 17 ft 6in

60 degrees 10 ft 4in 22 ft 16 ft 19 ft

75 degrees 9 ft 3 in 20 ft 23 ft 19 ft 6 in

90 degrees 9 ft 18 ft 26 ft 18 ft
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6. Shared Parking

The City may administratively approve joint parking for one or more 
businesses where the total number of parking stalls provided for joint use 
is less than the sum of the total required for each business should they 
provide them separately. The applicant or applicants must demonstrate 
the feasibility of the arrangement in a written report. Such a permit shall 
not be granted except when the following conditions are found to exist:

a. Proximity. The building or use for which application is being 
made to utilize the off-street parking facilities provided by another 
building or use shall be located within 300 feet of such parking 
facilities, excluding public rights-of-way.

b. Conflict in Hours. The applicant shall demonstrate in documented 
fashion that there is no substantial conflict in the principal 
operating hours of the 2 buildings or uses for which joint use of 
off-street parking facilities is proposed.

c. Written Consent and Agreement. A legally binding instrument, 
executed by the parties concerned, for joint use of off-street 
parking facilities, in a form and manner of execution approved by 
the City Attorney, shall be filed with the City Clerk and recorded 
with the County Recorder or Registrar of Titles, and a certified 
copy of the recorded document shall be filed with the City within 
60 days after approval of the joint parking use by the City or the 
interim use permit shall be considered null and void.
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TAbLE 14.   REQUIRED PARKING

Function
Districts

Z1 Z2  Z3 Z4 Z5  Z6 Z7
ACCESSORY USES To be determined by the DRC according to the standards of Section 121-52 (A) (7)
AGRICULTURE 1 per FTE employee na
AUTOMOTIVE 1/175 sq. ft. 1/150 sq. ft. 1/175 sq. ft. 1/150 sq. ft. 1/150 sq. ft. 1/100 sq. ft. 1/175 sq. ft.

CAR WASH Minimum of 3 parking spaces before and after the first 3 wash stalls, each additional wash stall requires 1 parking stall before and 2 after
CIVIC To be determined by the DRC according to the standards of Section 121-52 (A) (7)

EDUCATION 1 per FTE employee, plus 1 stall per 3 students 16 ages or more
CIVIL SUPPORT 1/5 seats 

COMMERCIAL/
RETAIL/SERVICE 2/1000 sq. ft. 1/1000 sq. ft. 4/1000 sq. ft. 2/1000 sq. ft. 1/1000 sq. ft. 2/1000 sq. ft. 3/1000 sq. ft.

INDUSTRIAL

To be determined by 
the DRC according 

to the standards 
of Section 121-52 

(A) (7)

na

Min. 1 per 2 employees 
of longest shift plus 

1/2,000 sq. ft. max. for 
principal building

LODGING* 1/room 1/room 1/room 1/room 1/room 1/room na
bED  & 
bREAKFAST 1 per every guest unit, and one for the resident manager

OFFICE na na 3/1000 sq. ft. 1/1000 sq. ft. 1/1000 sq. ft. 2/1000 sq. ft. 3/1000 sq. ft.
RESIDENTIAL 2/Dwelling 2/Dwelling 1.5/Dwelling 1.5/Dwelling 1.5/Dwelling 1/Dwelling na

Parking requirements are expressed as minimums.
* plus 1 per FTE employee

7. Non-Specified Uses. 

For uses not specifically listed in Table 14, off-street parking requirements 
shall be computed by the Zoning Administrator on the same basis as 
required for the most similar listed uses. In such cases, the Zoning 
Administrator shall also consult off-street parking reference materials 
including, but not limited to, manuals prepared by the American Planning 
Association and Institute of Transportation Engineers.

8. Handicap Parking. 

The size, number, and location of stalls reserved for handicapped parking 
shall be provided and identified as required by applicable state and 
federal regulations. These spaces are included in the computation for the 
minimum parking space requirement.

B. Loading Areas

Loading areas shall be located per District Standards and fully screened from 
public streets, public parks and residential areas through landscaping and building 
design measures.
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Minimum Landscape Standards in this table are prescribed on a per lot basis.

District

Front Yard Side Yard Rear Yard

Z1 • hardy turf grass
• 1 shade tree • hardy turf grass • hardy turf grass

Z2 • hardy turf grass
• 1 shade tree 
• 3 deciduous shrubs 
• 2 evergreen shrubs

• hardy turf grass • hardy turf grass

No
n-

Re
sid

en
tia

l Z3 • hardy turf grass
• 1 shade tree per 5,000 sf of building area
• 2 deciduous or evergreen shrubs per 1,000 sf of building area
• additional planting required if majority front yard parking, see next page

• hardy turf grass
• hardy turf grass
• 1 shade tree per 50 linear feet 

of rear lot width

Re
sid

en
tia

l Z3 • hardy turf grass
• 1 shade tree per 4 dwelling units
• 2 deciduous or evergreen shrubs per dwelling unit

• hardy turf grass
• hardy turf grass
• 1 shade tree per 40 linear feet 

of rear lot width

No
n-

Re
sid

en
tia

l Z4
• hardy turf grass
• 1 shade tree per 40 linear feet of front lot width
• 6 deciduous or evergreen shrubs per 1,000 sf of building area

• hardy turf grass
• hardy turf grass
• 1 shade tree per 40 linear feet 

of rear lot width

Re
sid

en
tia

l Z4 • hardy turf grass
• 1 shade tree
• 3 deciduous shrubs
• 2 evergreen shrubs

• hardy turf grass • hardy turf grass

Z5 • hardy turf grass
• 1 shade tree
• 3 deciduous shrubs
• 2 evergreen shrubs

• hardy turf grass • hardy turf grass

Z6 • hardy turf grass • hardy turf grass • hardy turf grass

Z7 New industrial developments or uses shall require at a minimum whichever is greater: 
• 1 new tree per 5,000 sf of building area.
• 1 new tree per 100 linear feet of lot perimeter

For building sites that have over 40,000 square feet of gross floor area, the maximum number of trees required shall be 50. 

1-front yard

2-side yard

3-rear yard

2222

33

11

primary frontage
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alley
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Sec. 121-53.  Traffic Visibility Zone

The Traffic Visibility Zone shall be kept clear of all obstructions, including all 
buildings, structures, landscaping.  The zone shall be described as follows:  The 
area of a corner lot bounded by intersecting street curb or street edge and a 
diagonal line intersecting said street curb or street edge at a distance of 35 feet 
from the corner of the intersection the street, except: 

A. In the case of a driveway or alley, the distance shall be reduced to 10 feet from 
the corner of the intersection of the street and said driveway or alley.

B. In the case of arterial streets intersecting with other arterial streets or railways, 
the distance shall be increased to 50 feet from the corner of the intersection of 
the street and said arterial street or railroad.

Sec. 121-54. Fences/Walls

A. Location

All boundary line fences shall be located entirely within the private property of 
the person, firm or corporation constructing or causing the construction of such 
fence. Fences and retaining walls shall not be placed within any drainage or utility 
easement unless also reviewed and approved by the Director of Public Works.

B. Construction and Maintenance

1. Fence materials and design shall be compatible with other structures on 
the property and shall be maintained in a condition of reasonable repair.

2. All posts or similar supporting instruments used in the construction of 
fences shall be faced inward toward the property being fenced.

3. The finished side (i.e. having no structural supports) of any fence shall be 
faced outward from the property being fenced.

C. Access 

All fences shall be provided with a gate which affords reasonable and convenient 
access for public safety.

D. Barb Wire and Electric Fences 

Barbed wire fences and electric fences shall only be allowed when related to 
farming activities located within the Z1 District or Z7 District when required for 
security. These fences may have arms projecting into the applicant’s property on 
which barbed wire can be fastened commencing at a point at least 7 feet above the 
ground.

traffic visibility
zone

traffic visibility
zone

street

st
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Traffic visibility zone diagram
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E. Drainage 

Fences shall not obstruct natural drainage.

F. Fence standards 

1. The maximum height of a solid fence extending across required front 
yards or a required side yard which abuts a street on a corner lot shall 
be no greater than 3 feet in height.  Such fences may be increased to a 
maximum height of 4 feet if constructed of open, decorative, ornamental 
or chain link fencing materials that are less than 50% opaque.

2. Fences along or paralleling any rear or side property line which is also the 
rear property line of an abutting lot shall not exceed 6 feet in height.

3. Fences for non-residential uses may be erected up to 8 feet in height. 
Fences in excess of 8 feet shall require a conditional use permit.

4. Z7 fence standards shall be established at the time of site plan approval.

Sec. 121-55.  Landscape Standards

A. Landscaping 

1. The front, side and rear yards of each site not utilized for building, parking 
(where permitted) or other improvements shall be landscaped utilizing an 
effective combination of street trees, grass, ground cover and shrubbery 
per the district standards in Table 15. Undeveloped areas in the interior 
of the site shall be seeded with appropriate grasses and maintained neat 
and orderly. All tree trimmings, stumps, and construction debris shall be 
promptly removed and not be accumulated or stored on-site. 

2. All properties within the City subject to subdivision, development or 
redevelopment, or renovation shall be subject to the requirements of this 
section, with the exception of airport structures.

B. Planting plan 

1. A planting plan shall be submitted with development and redevelopment 
applications. The planting plan shall be prepared and signed by a 
landscape architect licensed in the State of Wisconsin. The planting plan 
shall be prepared on the proposed site grading plan and shall indicate the 
location, quantity and common name of all proposed plantings as well as 
other pertinent landscape features such as retaining walls, berms, swales, 
lighting, irrigation extents etc. Plantings specified in this section represent 
minimum requirements. 

2. All disturbed site areas including public rights-of-way and private lots shall 
be finish graded to control the quantity and quality of stormwater runoff 

a - 4 ft fence
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b - 6 ft fence
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and be restored with appropriate ground cover, herbaceous and woody 
vegetation as specified in Table 15. 

C. Tree preservation 

1. With respect to existing trees in new developments, all trees on the site 
are to be saved unless they must be removed for street, buildings, utilities, 
drainage or active recreational purposes. Trees over  6-inches in diameter 
that are to remain are to be protected with snow fences or other suitable 
enclosure, prior to excavation. The City may further require that the 
property owner and/or developer retain a professional forester to prepare 
a forest inventory and management plan for the development in order to 
control and abate any existing or potential shade tree disease and to save 
trees from construction loss. 

2. The removal of any tree shall be replaced according to a 1:1 replacement 
ratio. Landscaping requirements as described in Table 15 shall count 
toward the replacement ratio. The City shall require a fee of not less than 
$100 for any un-replaced tree.

D. Types and species of trees 

All plant species shall be non-invasive, indigenous and or native to the appropriate 
USDA hardiness zone and physical characteristics for Western Wisconsin. 
Prohibited species include: 

• Siberian Elm - (Ulmus pumila)
• Boxelder - (Acer negundo)
• Cottonwood (Populus deltoides)
• Ginkgo-Female only (Ginkgo biloba)
• Ash (Fraxinus spp.)

E. Minimum planting sizes and equivalents 

Planting metrics shall be according to specifications as outlined by American 
Standard for Nursery Stock, ANSI Z60. 1-2004 by the American Nursery & 
Landscape Association.

1. Deciduous shade trees: 2.5-inch caliper.

2. Deciduous ornamental trees: 1.5-inch caliper.

3. Coniferous trees: 6 feet in height.

4. A minimum of 20% of the required minimum number of trees for 
developments shall be long-lived deciduous shade trees, 3.5-inch caliper, 
except that single family homes shall be exempt from this requirement.

5. Evergreen shrubs used for screening purposes including those used in 
conjunction with berming shall be a minimum of 3 feet in height.

Prohibited
form or function
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6. Up to 30% of the shade tree requirements specified in Table 15 may be 
satisfied using ornamental trees and/or evergreen trees.

F. Slopes and berms 

Final slope grades steeper than the ratio of 3:1 shall not be permitted without 
special approval of adequate slope stabilization measures such as groundcover 
plantings and retaining walls.

G. Landscape and screening of off-street parking and loading facilities

1. Off-street parking facilities containing 5 or more spaces and all loading 
facilities shall be screened from the following:

a. Sidewalks and streets.

b. Lots used for any residential use or residential mixed-use lot line.

c. All screening shall consist of a combination of the following 
elements so as to provide a minimum 80% opacity throughout 
the year.

d. The complement of shrubs and trees fulfilling requirements for 
the screening of off-street parking and loading described in this 
Ordinance shall be not less than 60% evergreen and not more 
than 40% deciduous.

e. Additional parking may be located between the principal building 
and the street in Z3 if landscaping screening strip widths and 
plant quantities are doubled.

2. Screening adjacent to public sidewalks and streets shall include at least 2 
of the following:

a. A landscape screening strip at least 5 feet wide. 

b. One deciduous shade tree per every 40 linear feet of perimeter.

c. A continuous shrub border or hedge no less than 3 feet and 
no more than 4 feet in height comprised of deciduous and/or 
evergreen shrubs.

d. Earth berm (if space permits).

e. Decorative, metal railing system no taller than 4 feet in height. 

f. Decorative masonry wall no taller than 4 feet in height.

g. Screening to buffer residential and residential mixed-use 
properties from off-street parking and loading facilities shall 
include a combination of at least 3 of the following:
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(i) A landscape screening strip at least 10 feet wide.

(ii) One tree per every 30 linear feet of perimeter with 
at least 40% of trees being coniferous varieties.

(iii) A continuous shrub border or hedge no less than 5 
feet and no more than 8 feet in height comprised of 
deciduous and or evergreen shrubs.

(iv) Earth berm (if space permits). 

(v) Solid, board fence 6 feet in height.

H. Internal parking lot landscaping

1. Parking bays over 10 spaces in length shall be subdivided by intermediate 
landscape islands. Landscape islands shall provide at least one parking 
space width of landscape area. Double parking bays shall terminate with a 
planting area of a minimum of a double parking space of landscape area.

2. A minimum of one deciduous shade tree or 2 ornamental trees, salt 
tolerant low shrubs and/or perennial grasses or flowers shall be planted 
in each island. Where possible, planting islands should be depressed and 
surrounded by flat, ribbon curbs to facilitate stormwater infiltration.

I. Landscape maintenance 

1. Landscaping, including plantings required in this Ordinance and Table 15 
such as lawns, groundcovers, trees, shrubs and herbaceous perennial 
and annual gardens, shall be kept in healthy condition, free of invasive 
plants and weeds, in perpetuity. 

2. Landscaping improvements require a financial guarantee per Section 
121-31 and shall not be deemed complete until the City has verified 
survivability of all required plantings through two winter seasons which 
is defined for the purpose of this Section as the period of October 31 
through April 30.

J. Additional Requirements:

1. Certificate Of Occupancy.   No certificate of occupancy will be issued 
until after the property has been brought to final grade and all required 
plantings and ground cover are installed.

2. Temporary Certificate of Occupancy

a. The Zoning Administrator may authorize the issuance of a 
temporary certificate of occupancy for a building during the 
non-growing season if the only outstanding issues are related 
to landscaping, provided that owner submits a site stabilization 
deposit as provided in the schedule of fees.   This is in addition 
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to the other financial guarantees required Section 121-31 (F) 
of the Zoning Ordinance.  Upon satisfactory installation of the 
landscaping, the escrow will be returned to the depositor and a 
certificate of occupancy issued.

b. If the landscaping is not installed by June 1 of the following year, 
the city may use the deposit to stabilize the site and assess the 
cost to the property with the addition of any administrative fees.

c. The city may grant a 30 day extension after a written request of 
the landowner, or if the city determines weather conditions are 
not yet acceptable for planting to occur.

K. Zone specific standards

1. All Zones

a. Alternatives to mowed turf lawns are allowed with proper 
maintenance per landscape maintenance above. With proper 
implementation of alternative landscapes, and after the 
establishment period, irrigation requirements may be waived.

b. In addition to all other landscaping requirements, where a non-
residential use is visible from a public street or from a district 
boundary, the City will require compliance with K(4) of this 
section to screening. The DRC shall have discretion to modify 
these requirements to respond to specific site characteristics.

2. Specific to Zones Z2, Z3, Z4

a. The front yard may not be paved, with the exception of driveways 
as specified in Section 121-51 and Section 121-52. 

3. Specific to Zones Z6

a. The front yard may be paved to match the pavement of the 
public frontage, or an upgraded pavement surfacing deemed 
appropriate by the Zoning Administrator.

4. In addition to all other landscaping requirements, where a Z7-I district 
adjoins another district, the following must be provided:

a. Along any lot line that is a district boundary, a buffer strip not less 
than 30 feet in width shall be provided.  A minimum of a single 
row of plant materials at least 6 feet in height, of such variety and 
growth habits as to provide a year-round effective visual screen 
shall be planted within the exterior 25 feet of the property line 
abutting the adjacent district.

b. The width of the required buffer strip may be reduced to a 
minimum of 15 feet if a solid fence not less than 8 feet in height 
is constructed along the property line or plant materials at least 
6 feet in height, of such variety and growth habits as to provide a 
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year-round effective visual screen, are planted in 2 rows adjacent 
to the property line abutting the residential district.

c. Plants shall be installed in conformance with the following 
standards:

(i) Plant material centers shall not be located closer 
than 5 feet from any property line.

(ii) Coniferous trees shall be planted not more than 15 
feet apart.

(iii) Deciduous trees shall be planted not more than 40 
feet apart.

d. If the required planting screen is set back from the industrial-
residential boundary, the portion of the buffer strip facing the 
adjacent district shall be attractively maintained.

e. The buffer strip shall not be used for parking of vehicles or 
storage of any material or accessory uses.

Sec. 121-56.  Accessory Structures

A. An accessory use or structure in any zoning district shall not be established prior 
to the principal use or structure being present or under construction. 

B. Recreation equipment such as tree houses, above or in-ground swimming pools, 
hot tubs, play houses, etc. shall comply with the minimum accessory structure 
setbacks. 

C. Accessory structures for residential uses shall comply with the following 
requirements:

1. One detached garage or attached garage and one additional accessory 
structure may be placed on a lot.

2. No detached accessory structures shall occupy more than 30% of the 
rear yard area.

D. Accessory structures for non-residential uses shall not occupy more than 20% of 
the required rear yard area, except for accessory structures for farm uses.

E. Swimming Pools

1. Exempt pools. Storable children’s swimming or wading pools, with a 
maximum dimension of 15 feet and a maximum wall height of 15 inches 
and which are so constructed that it may be readily disassembled for 
storage and reassembled to its original integrity are exempt from the 
provisions of this section.
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2. Construction requirements. In addition to such other requirements as may 
be reasonably imposed by the Building Inspector, the Building Inspector 
shall not issue a permit for construction unless the following construction 
requirements are observed:

a. All materials and methods of construction in the construction, 
alteration, addition, remodeling or other improvements and pool 
installation shall be in accord with all State regulations and 
Ordinance and with any and all Ordinances of the City now in 
effect or hereafter enacted.

b. All plumbing work shall be in accordance with all applicable 
Ordinances of the City and all State codes. 

c. All electrical installations, including lighting and heating but 
not limited thereto, which are provided for, installed and 
used in conjunction with a private swimming pool shall be in 
conformance with the State laws and City Ordinances regulating 
electrical installations.

3. Setbacks and other requirements.

a. Swimming pools shall be erected or constructed on a lot 
occupied by a principal building on rear or side yards, within the 
allowable lot occupation for accessory buildings.

b. No swimming pool shall be erected or constructed on an 
otherwise vacant lot. A lot shall not be considered vacant if the 
owner owns the contiguous lot and said lot is occupied by a 
principal building.

4. Fence.

a. Pools within the scope of this section which are not enclosed 
with a permanent building shall be completely enclosed by a 
fence of sufficient strength to prevent access to the pool, or shall 
have a cover or other protective device over such swimming 
pool of such a design and material that the same can be 
securely fastened in place and when in place shall be capable 
of sustaining a person weighing 250 pounds. Such cover or 
protective device shall be securely fastened in place at all times 
when the swimming pool is not in actual use for swimming or 
bathing purposes. Such fence or wall shall not be less than six 
feet in height and so constructed as not to have voids, holes 
or openings larger than four inches in one dimension. Gates or 
doors shall be kept locked while the pool is not in actual use.
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b. The pool enclosure may be omitted where portable pools are 
installed aboveground and have a raised deck around the entire 
pool perimeter with an attached enclosed railing a minimum of 36 
inches high on the top or where the sidewalls are a minimum of 
48 inches high and pool ladders can be secured when not in use

5. Drainage. Every private or residential swimming pool shall be provided 
with a suitable draining method and, in no case, shall waters from any 
pool be drained onto lands of other property owners or into the sanitary 
sewer system, except by approval from the Zoning Administrator. 

6. Filter system required. All private swimming pools within the meaning of 
this Ordinance must have, in connection therewith, some filtration system 
to assure proper circulation of the water therein and maintenance of the 
proper bacterial quality thereof.

7. Dirt bottoms prohibited. All swimming pools of a permanent nature shall 
have the sides and bottom of a smooth finish, and no sand or dirt bottom 
shall be permitted. 

Sec. 121-57.  Home Occupation

A. Intent

The intent of this section is to provide a means to accommodate a small family 
business within a principal residential use. Approval of an expansion of a limited 
family business or home occupation at a future time beyond the limitations of 
this section is not to be anticipated; relocation of the business to an area that is 
appropriately zoned may be necessary. 

B. Permitted home occupations. 

Home occupations meeting the requirements of this subsection are permitted 
accessory to any principal residential use, subject to the following requirements: 

1. The home occupation shall be conducted only within the enclosed area of 
the dwelling unit or an attached garage.

2. There shall be no exterior alterations which change the character thereof 
as a dwelling and/or exterior evidence of the home occupation. 

3. No storage or display of materials, goods, supplies or equipment related 
to the operation of the home occupation shall be visible outside any 
structures located on the premises. 

4. No home occupation use shall create smoke, odor, glare, noise, dust, 
vibration, fire hazard, small electrical interference or any other nuisance 
not normally associated with the average residential use in the district. 

5. Signs are not permitted for home occupations.
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6. The use shall not involve the use of commercial vehicles for more than 
occasional delivery of materials to or from the premises.

7. A permitted home occupation is restricted to a service-oriented business 
prohibiting the manufacturing of items or products or the sale of items or 
products on the premises. 

8. A permitted home occupation shall not occupy more than 30% of the floor 
area of the dwelling.

9. Persons employed by a permitted home occupation shall be limited to 
resident family members and no more than one nonresident employee. 

10. Under no circumstances shall a vehicle repair or body work business 
qualify as a home occupation.

Sec. 121-58.  Mobile Home Park

A. Where Permitted.

1. Within Mobile Home Parks, mobile homes, with such additional supporting 
uses and occupancies as are permitted herein, may be established 
subject to the requirements and limitations set forth in these and other 
regulations. 

2. It is the intent of this Ordinance to recognize mobile homes constructed 
prior to October 1, 1974, as distinct and different from units designated 
as mobile homes within the definitions of this Ordinance and to prohibit 
units not meeting the requirements for mobile homes as defined herein. 
Units constructed prior to 1974 are prohibited. Mobile homes meeting 
the requirements of the Wisconsin Administrative One-and Two-Family 
Dwelling Code shall not be permitted except as a conditional use. 

3. No person shall park, locate or place any mobile home outside of an 
approved mobile home park, mobile home subdivision or on an industrial 
lot where permitted in the City, except unoccupied mobile homes may be 
parked on the lawfully situated premises of a licensed mobile home dealer 
for the purposes of sale display; the lawfully situated premises of a vehicle 
service business for purposes of servicing or making necessary repairs; 
the premises leased or owned by the owner of such mobile home for 
purposes of sales display for a period not exceeding 120 days, provided 
no business is carried on therein, or in an accessory private garage, 
building or rear yard of the owner of such mobile home, provided no 
business is carried on therein. 

B. Mobile Home Lots, Parks And Subdivisions.

1. Purpose. It is the intent of this Ordinance to guide and regulate the design, 
use and intensity of use of mobile home sites and parks in order to: 

Prohibited
form or function

Prohibited
form or function

P Permit
required
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a. Provide mobile home parks and subdivisions in appropriate 
locations.

b. Encourage, stabilize and protect the development of well-planned 
mobile home parks and subdivisions.

c. Consider mobile home locations as permanent housing sites and 
not temporary housing.

d. Provide for the convenience, safety and general welfare of 
mobile home park residents and the residents of contiguous and 
nearby areas. 

2. Park license. 

a. No person shall operate any mobile home park within the City 
unless he holds a mobile home park license issued annually by 
the City Clerk and pays the required fee. 

b. A monthly parking permit fee shall be collected from each 
occupied mobile home by the City.

3. Subdivision plat. A subdivision plat shall be prepared for all mobile home 
subdivisions. A plat plan shall be required for parks where private streets 
may be allowed. 

C. Mobile Home Park Design.

1. Compliance. All mobile home parks within the City shall comply with 
the minimum requirements of Wisconsin Administrative Code Chapter 
Communication 95. No unit shall be placed in the City without having an 
actual value of at least $5,000.00 at the time of placement and shall have 
a minimum of 720 square feet of floor space. Installation of a mobile home 
must be completed within 30 days after filing the application for a building 
permit. 

2. Service connection. All gas, fuel, oil, water, electrical and sewage disposal 
systems shall comply with City and State standards and the provisions 
listed below. All utilities shall be placed underground in parks and 
subdivisions. All mobile homes shall be serviced by City water and sewer 
systems. All mobile home parks must be serviced by municipal sewer and 
water. 

3. Municipal service charges and taxes. Park owners are responsible 
for cost of municipal service charges and taxes charged to individual 
mobile homes and failure to pay any of the municipal services set forth in 
Subsection (C-2) of this section or the mobile home tax to the City shall be 
added to the tax roll in the name of the park owner. 

4. Mobile home standards. The area of the mobile home shall be improved 
to provide an adequate foundation for the placement of the mobile home. 
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Adequate foundation means a minimum reinforced slab of four-inch 
thickness or a poured or concrete block foundation. 

5. Skirting. 

a. Skirting of a permanent type material and construction shall be 
installed to enclose the open space between the bottom of a 
mobile home floor and the grade level of a mobile home stand, 
and shall be so constructed to provide substantial resistance to 
heavy winds, thereby alleviating to the maximum extent possible 
lifting action created on the underside of the mobile home by 
heavy winds. 

b. Provision shall be made for easy removal of a section large 
enough to permit access for inspection of the enclosed area 
under the mobile home and for repairs on sewer and water riser 
connections. 

c. Skirting shall be maintained in an attractive manner consistent 
with the exterior of the mobile home and to preserve the 
appearance of the mobile home surroundings as determined by 
the Zoning Administrator. 

d. All hitches, tanks, trash/refuse storage sites and other similar 
features shall be concealed from view and be of uniform 
construction and appearance and be the responsibility of the 
park operator or the owner in a subdivision. 

6. Anchoring. All mobile homes shall be protected against high winds by 
adequate anchoring as required by the State. 

D. Park and subdivision design.

1. Minimum size. Mobile home parks or mobile home subdivisions shall 
comply with the following requirements: 

a. Mobile home bases shall abut upon a hard surfaced driveway or 
accessway of not less than 15 feet in width.

b. Service buildings or other facilities for bathing, laundry, and 
sanitation, as required by the State and Local health regulations, 
shall be located at least 20 feet from the side and rear lot lines 
and shall be accessible to all mobile homes by means of the 
access drives or hard surfaced walks. 

c. At least 2 off-street parking spaces shall be provided for each lot.

d. No mobile home park shall be permitted having a total area of 
less than 10 acres.

e. Park and recreation areas shall be provided according to the 
standards required for land divisions in Chapter 117. 
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f. Occupancy shall not be permitted until all facilities and 
improvements are installed and operational for not less than ten 
mobile home lots. Cluster development shall be encouraged. 

2. Site conditions. 

a. Hazards. The condition of soil, groundwater levels, drainage, and 
topography shall not create hazards to the property or the health 
and safety of the occupants. The site should not be exposed to 
objectionable smoke, noise, odors, or other adverse influences, 
and no portion shall be subject to predictable sudden flooding 
or erosion and shall not be used for any purpose which would 
expose persons or property to hazards. 

b. Drainage. Site drainage shall be approved by the Zoning 
Administrator. 

3. Lot and yard requirements. 

a. Minimum lot size. Residential lots shall have a minimum frontage 
on an approved public street in mobile home subdivisions, or 
rights-of-way in parks of three times the width of the mobile 
home, but not less than 45 feet. Corner lots shall be 25% wider 
than the average lot. 

b. Perimeter yards. Each yard abutting on a perimeter public street 
shall be a minimum of 50 feet in depth for a subdivision and 25 
feet for mobile home parks. 

c. Abutting another use. Where the boundary of a mobile home 
subdivision or mobile home park directly abuts another use, the 
City may, where it is deemed necessary, require an area of a 
minimum of 50 feet in width be reserved along the perimeter of 
the mobile home park and within such area require the erection 
of a fence or wall 6 feet in height of a material which will provide 
a significant visual barrier, or screen plantings to be provided 
and maintained with a minimum height of 8 feet at maturity; or as 
otherwise required by the City. 

d. Mobile home locations in mobile home parks. 

(i) Unit separation: No mobile home shall be placed 
less than 25 feet from another mobile home. 

(ii) Front Setback: Mobile homes placed essentially 
parallel to each other shall be no closer than 20 
feet from the front lot line abutting a private street 
and 25 feet from the front line abutting a public 
street. 
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4. Use requirements for mobile home parks. No part of any mobile home 
park shall be used for nonresidential purposes except home occupations, 
the owner occupied sale of a mobile home, and except such uses that are 
required for the direct servicing and well-being of park residents and for 
the management and maintaining of the park. 

E. Improvements for mobile home parks.

1. Harmonious appearance. Mobile home parks shall be designed, 
constructed, operated and maintained so as to be harmonious and 
appropriate in appearance with the existing or intended residential 
character of the general vicinity and all improvements shall be approved 
by the Plan Commission. 

2. Access. All mobile home parks shall be provided with safe and convenient 
vehicular access from abutting public or private streets to each mobile 
home lot. Alignment and gradient shall be properly adapted to topography. 
Access to mobile home parks shall be designed to minimize congestion 
and hazards at the entrance or exit and allow free movement of traffic on 
adjacent streets. No parking shall be permitted on the entrance street for 
a distance of 50 feet from the point of beginning. No mobile home lot shall 
be designed or used for direct access to a street outside the boundaries 
of the mobile home park. 

3. Interior streets. 

a. Surfaced roadways shall be of adequate width to accommodate 
anticipated traffic and shall be constructed according to the 
minimum requirements in Chapter 117. 

b. Cul-de-sac streets shall be limited in length to 300 feet and shall 
be provided at the closed end with a turnaround or cul-de-sac 
with a roadway 90 feet in diameter or more. 

c. All streets shall be paved with bituminous or concrete pavement 
and meet all standards prescribed in City codes and regulations.

4. Fire hydrants. Fire hydrants shall be spaced in accordance with the 
regulations of the Fire Department. 

5. Illumination. All mobile home parks and subdivisions shall be furnished 
with lighting units spaced and equipped to meet current City standards for 
residential neighborhoods, but shall be located at no less than 400 feet 
intervals or on every block corner. 

6. Fire extinguishers. Portable fire extinguishers rated for Class A, B and 
C fires shall be kept visible in service buildings and at other locations 
conveniently and readily accessible for use by all of the occupants and 
shall be maintained in good operating condition. 
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ARTICLE IX. SPECIAL OVERLAY DISTRICTS

Sec. 121-59.  Historic Preservation Overlay District

A. Historic Preservation Commission

1. Appointment. The Mayor shall appoint the Commissioners subject to 
confirmation by Common Council. The Historic Preservation Commission 
shall consist of 7 members.  The membership shall include at least one 
registered architect, one historian, one licensed real estate broker, one 
Alderperson and 3 citizen members, if available in the community.  Each 
member shall have a known interest in historic preservation. The term for 
each member shall be 3 years. 

2. Duties. The Historic Preservation Commission shall review all requests 
to designate historic structures, sites and districts. They shall meet to 
review all requests for Certificate of Appropriateness for modifications to 
designated sites and structures.

3. Authority. The Historic Preservation Commission shall have the power 
subject to this section to designate historic structures and historic sites 
and to recommend designation of historic districts within the City limits. 
Such designations shall be made based on this section Historic districts 
shall be approved by the Common Council. Once designated, such 
historic structures, sites and districts shall be subject to all the provisions 
of this section. 

B. Purpose

1. It is hereby declared a matter of public policy that the protection, 
enhancement, perpetuation and use of improvements or sites of special 
character or special architectural or historic interest or value is a public 
necessity and is required in the interest of the health, prosperity, safety 
and welfare of the people. 

DESIGNATION OF HISTORICAL 
STRUCTURES PROCEDURE 

Designation of Historical Structure 
Application

DRC Recommends Action to Plan 
Commission

HPC Review and Public Hearing

HPC Recommends Action to Plan 
Commission & Common Council

Plan Commission Recommends Action to 
Common Council

Common Council Final Action



149 City of New Richmond Zoning Ordinance
January 1, 2015

IX. SPECIAL OVERLAY DISTRICTS  

2. The purpose of a historic district designation is allow the City to prepare a 
historic preservation to preserve areas of particular historic, architectural 
or cultural significance within the City.

3. The purpose of the historic district Certificate of Appropriateness is to 
authorize and regulate uses which in designated historic structures or 
historic site to ensure that the  proposed construction, reconstruction, 
exterior alteration or demolition conforms to the purpose and intent of 
this Ordinance and to the objectives and design criteria of the historic 
preservation plan for said district. 

C. Applicability

1. Refer to Historic District Overlay Map 2.

2. No owner or person in charge of a historic structure, historic site or 
structure within a historic district shall reconstruct, alter or demolish all 
or any part of the exterior of such property or construct any improvement 
upon such designated property or properties or cause or permit any such 
work to be performed upon such property or demolish such property 
unless a Certificate of Appropriateness has been granted by the Historic 
Preservation Commission. Unless such certificate has been granted by 
the Commission, the Zoning Administrator shall not issue a permit for any 
such work. 

3. For purposes of this Ordinance, a historic structure, historic site, or historic 
district designation may be placed on any site, natural or improved, 
including any building, improvement or structure located thereon, or 
any area of particular historic, architectural, archaeological or cultural 
significance to the City such as historic structures, sites or districts which: 

a. Exemplify or reflect the broad cultural, political, economic or 
social history of the nation, State or community;

b. Are identified with historic personages or with important events in 
National, State or Local history;

c. Embody the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural 
type or specimen inherently valuable for a study of a period, 
style, method of construction, or of indigenous materials or 
craftsmanship; 

d. Are representative of the notable work of a master builder, 
designer or architect who influenced his/her age; or

e. Have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to 
prehistory or history. 

4. Development and improvements within the District shall comply with 
the “City of New Richmond Historic Preservation Guidelines” as may be 
amended.
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D. Procedure for District Designation

An application for approval shall be approved or denied pursuant to Wisconsin 
Statutes, Chapter 66. Additional City requirements are as follows:

1. Request for approval. 

A request may be initiated by the City or a landowner.  As provided 
within this Ordinance, request for approval be filed with the City Clerk 
on an official application form. Detailed written and graphic materials, 
the number and size as prescribed by the Zoning Administrator, fully 
explaining the proposed change, development, or use, shall also 
accompany such application. The request shall be considered as being 
officially submitted and complete when the applicant has complied with all 
the specified information requirements.

2. Proof of Ownership or Authorization. 

The applicant shall supply proof of ownership of the property for which the 
approval is requested or supply written authorization from the owner(s) of 
the property in question to proceed with the requested site plan approval.

3. Procedures for Designation of historic structures, historic sites and historic 
districts. 

a. The Historic Preservation Commission may, after notice and 
public hearing, designate historic structures, historic sites and 
recommend historic districts, or rescind such designation or 
recommendation, after application of the criteria in Section 121-
59. 

b. At least 10 days prior to such hearing, the City Clerk shall set 
a public hearing following proper hearing notification.  The City 
Clerk shall notify the owners of record of property within 200 
feet of the boundaries of the property affected or within the 
boundaries of the historic district. These owners shall have the 
right to confer with the Historic Preservation Commission prior to 
final action by said Commission on the designation. 

c. Notice of such hearing shall also be published as Class 1 notice, 
under the State Statutes. 

d. The DRC shall review the request and will provide a 
recommendation to the Historic Preservation Commission with 
its comments on the proposed designation or recession.

e. The Plan Commission shall review the Historic District plan and 
make findings and fact and a recommendation to the Common 

Application &
Fee required
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Council. The Plan Commission shall make its recommendation 
on the Historic District plan within 30 days. 

f. The Common Council, upon receipt of the recommendations 
from the Historic Preservation Commission and Plan 
Commission, shall hold a public hearing, notice to be given as 
noted in subsection (D) (3) (b) of this section and shall following 
the public hearing either designate or reject the Historic District. 
Designation of the Historic District shall constitute adoption of 
the plan in ordinance form prepared for that district and direct the 
implementation of said plan. 

4. Zoning of historic properties. The historic structure, historic site or 
historic district designation shall constitute a change in zoning for historic 
preservation purposes and shall be included as such on the official zoning 
map. The historic district zoning overlay shall be in addition to the existing 
underlying zoning. The map amendment shall be process according the 
procedures outlined in Section 121-29 for Ordinance amendments. 

5. Agencies of the City and all public utility and transportation companies, 
undertaking projects affecting historic structures, historic sites or historic 
districts, shall be required to obtain a Certificate of Appropriateness prior 
to initiating any changes in the character of street paving, sidewalks, utility 
installations, lighting, walls, fences, structures and buildings on property, 
easements or streets owned or franchised by the City. 

E. Information Requirement

Unless waived by the DRC, every application must contain the following 
written and graphic materials in the number and size as required by the Zoning 
Administrator:

1. Site Plan 

2. Architectural elevations or photos of all principal and accessory buildings 
(type, color, and materials used in all external surfaces).

3. Floor Plans

4. Other information as may be required by the Zoning Administrator

F. Evaluation Criteria for District Designation

1. For preservation purposes, the Historic Preservation Commission shall 
select geographically defined areas within the City to be designated 
as Historic Districts and shall, with the assistance of the City planning 
officials prepare a historic preservation plan in ordinance form for each 

Public
hearing
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area. A Historic District may be designated for any geographic area of 
particular historic, architectural or cultural significance to the City which: 

a. Exemplifies or reflects the broad cultural, political, economic or 
social history of the nation, State or community.

b. Is identified with historic personages or with important events in 
National, State or Local history.

c. Embodies the distinguishing characteristics of architectural 
types or specimens inherently valuable for the study of a period 
or periods, styles, methods or construction, or of indigenous 
materials or craftsmanship.

d. Is representative of the notable works of master builders, 
designers, or architects who influenced their age.

e. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to 
history or prehistory. Each historic preservation plan prepared 
for or by the Historic Preservation Commission shall include 
a cultural and architectural analysis supporting the historic 
significance of the area, the specific guidelines for development 
and a statement of preservation objectives. 

G. Procedure for Certificate of Appropriateness

1. A Certificate of Appropriateness is required for any change to a 
Historic Structure or Site. The DRC shall review for compliance and 
provide a report to the Historic Preservation Commission. Upon filing 
of any application for a Certificate of Appropriateness with the Historic 
Preservation Commission, the Historic Preservation Commission shall 
approve the application unless: 

a. In the case of a designated historic structure or historic site, the 
proposed work would detrimentally change, destroy or adversely 
affect any exterior architectural feature of the improvement or site 
upon which said work is to be done.

b. In the case of the construction of a new improvement upon 
a historic site, or within a historic district, the exterior of such 
improvement would adversely affect or not harmonize with the 
external appearance of other neighboring improvements on such 
site or within the district.

c. In the case of any property located in a historic district, the 
proposed construction, reconstruction, exterior alteration or 
demolition does not conform to the purpose and intent of this 
Ordinance and to the objectives and design criteria of the historic 
preservation plan for said district. 

CERTIFICATE OF 
APPROPRIATENESS PROCEDURE 

Certificate of Appropriateness Application

DRC Recommends Action to HPC

HPC Review

HPC Final Action

Building Permit Application
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d. The building or structure is of such architectural or historical 
significance that its demolition would be detrimental to the public 
interest and contrary to the general welfare of the people of the 
City and State. 

e. The building or structure is of such old and unusual or 
uncommon design, texture, and/or material that it could not be 
reproduced without great difficulty and/or expense. 

f. In the case of a request for a demolition permit, the denial of the 
permit would result in the loss of all reasonable and beneficial 
use of or return from the property.

g. In the case of a request for the demolition of a deteriorated 
building or structure, any hardship or difficulty claimed by the 
owner is self-created or is the result of any failure to maintain the 
property in good repair. 

2. If the Historic Preservation Commission determines that the application for 
a Certificate of Appropriateness and the proposed changes are consistent 
with the character and features of the property or district, and with the 
above guidelines, it shall issue the Certificate of Appropriateness. Upon 
the issuance of such certificate, the building permit shall then be issued 
by the Zoning Administrator. The Commission shall make this decision 
within 45 days of the filing of the application. 

3. Agencies of the City and all public utility and transportation companies, 
undertaking projects affecting historic structures, historic sites or historic 
districts, shall be required to obtain a Certificate of Appropriateness prior 
to initiating any changes in the character of street paving, sidewalks, utility 
installations, lighting, walls, fences, structures and buildings on property, 
easements or streets owned or franchised by the City. 

4. The issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness shall not relieve the 
applicant from obtaining other permits and approvals required by the City. 
A building permit or other municipal permit shall be invalid if it is obtained 
without the presentation of the Certificate of Appropriateness required for 
the proposed work. Insofar as they are applicable to a historic structure, 
historic site, or improvement in a historic district designated under this 
Ordinance, any provision of the plumbing code, electrical code, or building 
or housing code of the City shall apply, unless waived by the appropriate 
State or City officials. The Commission may support or propose such 
waivers before the appropriate State or City appeals body. 

H. Evaluation Criteria for Certificate of Appropriateness

1. In determining whether to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness, the 
Commission shall consider and may give decisive weight to any or all of 
the following standards: 
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a. A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed 
in a new use that requires minimal change to the defining 
characteristics of the building and its site and environment. 

b. The historic character of a property shall be retained and 
preserved. The removal of historic materials or alteration of 
features and spaces that characterize a property shall be 
avoided. 

c. Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of 
its time, place and use. Changes that create a false sense of 
historical development, such as adding conjectural features 
or architectural elements from other buildings, shall not be 
undertaken. 

d. Most properties change over time; those changes that have 
acquired historic significance in their own right shall be retained 
and preserved. 

e. Distinctive features, finishes and construction techniques or 
examples of craftsmanship that characterize a property shall be 
preserved. 

f. Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than 
replaced. Where the severity of deterioration requires 
replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature shall match 
the old in design, color, texture, and other visual qualities and, 
where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features shall 
be substantiated by documentary, physical, or pictorial evidence. 

g. Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that 
cause damage to historic materials shall not be used. The 
surface cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall be undertaken 
using the gentlest means possible. 

h. Significant archaeological resources affected by a project 
shall be protected and preserved. If such resources must be 
disturbed, mitigation measures shall be undertaken. 

i. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction 
shall not destroy historic materials that characterize the property. 
The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall 
be compatible with the massing, size, scale and architectural 
features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its 
environment. 

j. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall 
be undertaken in such a manner that if removed in the future, 
the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its 
environment would be unimpaired. 
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I. Information Requirement

Unless waived by the DRC, every application must contain the following 
written and graphic materials in the number and size as required by the Zoning 
Administrator:

1. Site Plan 

2. Landscape Plan

3. Current survey (within one year of application date).

4. Architectural elevations of all principal and accessory buildings (type, 
color, and materials used in all external surfaces).

5. Floor Plans

6. Material cut sheets

7. Material samples

8. Color samples

9. Other information as may be required by the Zoning Administrator

J. Enforcement

1. Compliance with Certificates of Appropriateness shall be started within 12 
months after the issuance of the certificate, and the work shall conform 
to the provisions of the certificate. The City may inspect the work during 
and after construction in order to assure compliance. Failure to comply 
with a Certificate of Appropriateness or failure to obtain a Certificate of 
Appropriateness shall be a violation of this Ordinance. In addition to other 
penalties and remedies outlined in Section 121-13, the City shall issue a 
stop work order, and all work shall cease on the designated property. No 
additional work shall be undertaken as long as such stop work order shall 
continue in effect. 

2. Ordinary maintenance and repairs may be undertaken without a 
Certificate of Appropriateness provided that the work involves repairs 
to existing features of a historic structure or site or the replacement of 
elements of a structure with pieces identical in appearance and provided 
that the work does not change the exterior appearance of the structure or 
site and does not require the issuance of a building permit. 

K. Appeals  

1. Should the Historic Preservation Commission fail to issue a Certificate 
of Appropriateness due to the failure of the proposal to conform to the 
guidelines, the applicant may appeal such decision to the Common 
Council within 30 days. 
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2. In addition, if the Commission fails to issue a Certificate of 
Appropriateness, the Commission shall, with the cooperation of the 
applicant, work with the applicant in an attempt to obtain a Certificate of 
Appropriateness within the guidelines of this Ordinance. 

L. Interim controls

1. No building permit shall be issued by the Zoning Administrator for 
alteration, construction, demolition, or removal of a nominated historic 
structure, historic site, or any property or structure within a nominated 
historic district from the date of the meeting of the Historic Preservation 
Commission at which a nomination form is first presented until the final 
disposition of the nomination by the Historic Preservation Commission 
or the Common Council unless such alteration, removal or demolition is 
authorized by formal resolution of the Common Council as necessary for 
public health, welfare or safety. In no event shall the delay be for more 
than 180 days. 

M. Compliance

1. Every person in charge of a historic structure, historic site or improvement 
in a Historic District shall maintain same or cause or permit it to be 
maintained in a condition consistent with the provisions of this Ordinance. 
The Common Council may appoint the Zoning Administrator or any other 
individual or group of individuals to enforce this Ordinance. The duties 
of the Inspection Officer shall include periodic inspection at intervals 
provided by the Common Council of designated historic structures, 
historic sites and historic districts. These inspections may include physical 
entry upon the property and improvement, with permission of the owner, 
to ensure that interior alterations or maintenance will not jeopardize the 
exterior appearance or structural stability of the improvement. If an owner 
refuses permission for the enforcement officer to enter for purposes of 
inspection, the inspection officer may obtain a warrant of entry pursuant to 
Wisconsin Statutes § 66.0119 and take any other reasonable measures to 
further enforcement of this Ordinance. 

2. Maintenance.

Every person in charge of an improvement on a historic site or in a 
Historic District shall keep in good repair all of the exterior portions of such 
improvement and all interior portions thereof which, if not so maintained, 
may cause or tend to cause the exterior portions of such improvement to 
fall into a state of disrepair, including but not limited to: 

a. The deterioration of exterior walls or other vertical supports.

b. The deterioration of roofs or other horizontal members.
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c. The deterioration of external chimneys.

d. The deterioration or crumbling of exterior plasters or mortar.

e. The ineffective waterproofing of exterior walls, roofs and 
foundations, including broken windows or doors.

f. The peeling of paint, rotting, holes and other forms of decay.

g. The deterioration of surrounding environment, e.g., fences, gates, 
sidewalks, steps, signs, accessory structures and landscaping.

h. The deterioration of any features so as to create or permit the 
creation of any hazardous or unsafe condition or conditions.

i. All interior portions thereof which may cause the exterior to 
deteriorate or become damaged or otherwise to fall into a state 
of disrepair. 

j. The purpose of this subsection is to prevent the demolition of a 
building or structure by neglecting it and permitting damage to it 
by weather or vandalism. 

k. Insofar as they are applicable to a historic structure, historic 
site or improvement in a Historic District, designated under this 
Ordinance, any provision of the Plumbing Code, the Minimum 
Housing and Property Maintenance Code, Building Code, 
Heating, Ventilating and Air Conditioning Code, and Outdoor 
Signs and Outdoor Advertising Structures regulations of the 
General Ordinances may be varied or waived, on application, by 
the appropriate board having such jurisdiction over such Chapter 
or, in the absence of such board, by the Zoning Administrator, 
provided such variance or waiver does not endanger public 
health or safety. 

N. Violations

Notice of violations shall be issued by the Zoning Administrator. If the violations 
remain uncorrected after the time specified in the notice, the City may, at its 
election, impose fines and/or have the violations corrected at City expense and 
have a lien placed against the property equal to the cost of the repairs, plus 
applicable fines and administrative costs. 

O. Emergencies

In any case where the Zoning Administrator determines that there are emergency 
conditions dangerous to life, health or property affecting a historic structure, 
site or a property in a Historic District, the Zoning Administrator may order the 
remedying of these conditions without the approval of the Commission. The Zoning 



158 City of New Richmond Zoning Ordinance
January 1, 2015

IX. SPECIAL OVERLAY DISTRICTS  

Administrator shall promptly notify the Commission of the action being taken. When 
the emergency conditions do not require demolition, the Zoning Administrator shall 
make every effort to carry out the intent of this Ordinance and to use the design 
guidelines of the Commission when remedying the emergency conditions. 
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Sec. 121-60.  Wellhead Protection District

A. Purpose and Authority

The residents of the City depend exclusively on groundwater for a safe drinking 
water supply. Certain land use practices and activities can seriously threaten or 
degrade groundwater quality. The purpose of this section is to institute land use 
regulations and restrictions to protect the City municipal water supply and wells, 
and to promote the public health, safety and general welfare of the residents 
of the City. Statutory authority to enact these regulations was established by 
the Wisconsin Legislature in 1983, Wisconsin Act 410 (effective May 11, 1984), 
which specifically added groundwater protection to the statutory authorization 
for municipalities to protect health, safety and welfare. See Wisconsin Statutes 
§§ 60.61(1)(2)(g), 60.62 and 62.23(7)(c). Chapter NR 811 of the Wisconsin 
Administrative Code (Department of Natural Resources), Environmental Protection 
- Water Supply Regulations, as currently defined in the provisions of § 60.61(1)(2)
(g), 60.62 and 62.23(7)(c), is adopted by reference and made a part of this section 
as if set forth in full. A violation of any such rules shall constitute a violation of this 
section, and any violation of this section shall be as provided in Subsection (D).

B. Applicability

The regulations specified in this section shall apply to the Wellhead Protection 
Overlay District as identified on the “Wellhead Protection Plan” (Map 3), as may be 
amended.

C. Wellhead Protection Overlay District

1. Intent 

The areas to be protected as districts are that portion of the New 
Richmond well recharge areas extending to the calculated 5-year fixed 
radius time or travel or groundwater divide within the City boundary limits 
and shown as Wellhead Protection Areas on the Wellhead Protection 
Plan Map (Map 3). These lands are subject to land use and development 
restrictions because of their close proximity to the wells and the 
corresponding high threat of contamination.

2. Permitted uses 

Subject to the exemptions listed in Subsection (C) (6) (B), the only 
permitted forms and functions within the district are listed in Table 3.

3. Prohibited uses

a. Above-ground storage tanks;

b. Asbestos product sales;

c. Automotive service and repair garages, body shops;

Prohibited
form or function
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d. Blue printing and photocopying services.

e. Car washes.

f. Equipment repair services.

g. Laundromats and diaper services.

h. Dry cleaning.

i. Gas stations.

j. Holding ponds or lagoons.

k. Nurseries, lawn and garden supply stores.

l. Small engine repair services.

m. Underground storage tanks.

n. Wells, private, production, injection or other.

o. Salt storage including sand/salt combinations.

p. Any other use determined by the New Richmond Zoning 
Administrator to be similar in nature to the above listed items.

4. Separation distances 

The following separation distances as specified in Chapter NR 811 of 
the Wisconsin Administrative Code, shall be maintained and shall not 
be exempted as listed in Subsection 6 herein and shown on the maps 
attached (LABELED WDNR SEPARATION DISTANCES):

a. Fifty feet between a well and a storm sewer main.

b. Two hundred feet between a well and any sanitary sewer main, 
lift station or a single family residential fuel oil tank. A lesser 
separation distance may be allowed for sanitary sewer mains 
where the sanitary sewer main is constructed of water main 
materials and joints and pressure tested in place to meet current 
AWWA 600 specifications. In no case may the separation 
distance between a well and a sanitary sewer main be less than 
50 feet.

c. Four hundred feet between a well and a septic system, tank, 
or drain field, and receiving less than 8,000 gallons per day, a 
cemetery or a storm water drainage pond.

d. Six hundred feet between a well and any gasoline or fuel oil 
storage tank installation that has received written approval from 
the Wisconsin Department of Commerce (hereafter commerce) 
or its designated agent under Chapter NR 811, Wisconsin Adm. 
Code.

Note limitations
in Code
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e. One thousand feet between a well and land application of 
municipal, commercial or industrial waste; industrial, commercial 
or municipal wastewater, lagoons, or storage structures; manure 
stacks or storage structures; and septic tanks or soil absorption 
units receiving 8,000 gallons per day or more.

f. One thousand two hundred feet between a well and any solid 
waste storage, transportation, transfer, incineration, air curtain 
destructor, processing, one time disposal or small demolition 
facility; sanitary landfill; coal storage area; gasoline or fuel oil 
storage tanks that have not received written approval from 
Commerce or its designated agent under Chapter NR 811, 
Wisconsin Adm. Code; bulk fuel storage facilities and pesticide 
handling or storage facilities.

5. Requirements for existing facilities

a. Existing facilities shall provide copies of all Federal, State and 
Local facility operation approvals or certificate and on-going 
environmental monitoring results to the City.

b. Existing facilities shall provide additional environmental or safety 
structures/monitoring as deemed necessary by the City, which 
may include but is not limited to storm water runoff management 
and monitoring.

c. Existing facilities shall replace equipment or expand in a manner 
that improves the existing environmental and safety technologies 
already in existence.

d. Existing facilities shall have the responsibility of devising and 
filing with the City a contingency plan satisfactory to the City 
for the immediate notification of City officials in the event of an 
emergency.

6. Exemptions and waivers

a. Individuals and/or facilities may request the City in writing, to 
permit additional land uses in the district.

b. All requests shall be in writing, whether on or in substantial 
compliance with forms to be provided by the City and may 
require an environmental assessment report prepared by a 
licensed environmental engineer. Said report shall be forwarded 
to the City and/or designee(s) for recommendation and final 
decision by the Common Council.

c. The individual/facility shall reimburse the City for all consultant 
fees associated with this review at the invoiced amount plus 
administrative costs.
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d. Any exemptions granted shall be conditional and may include 
required environmental and safety monitoring consistent with 
Local, State and Federal requirements, and/or bonds and/or 
securities satisfactory to the City.

D. Enforcement

1. In the event that an individual and/or facility causes the release of any 
contaminants which endanger the district, the individual and/or facility 
causing said release shall immediately stop the release and clean up the 
release to the satisfaction of the City.

2. The individual/facility shall be responsible for all costs of cleanup, 
including all of the following:

a. City consultant fees at the invoice amount plus administrative 
costs for oversight, review and documentation.

b. The cost of City employees’ time associated in any way with the 
cleanup based on the hourly rate paid to the employee multiplied 
by a factor determined by the City representing the City’s cost 
for expenses, benefits, insurance, sick leave, holidays, overtime, 
vacation, and similar benefits.

c. The cost of City equipment employed.

d. The cost of mileage reimbursed to City employees attributed to 
the cleanup.

e. Following any such discharge the City may require additional test 
monitoring and/or bonds/securities.

f. Enforcement shall be provided pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes § 
NR 140.
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MAP 3.    WELLHEAD PROTECTION PLAN
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Sec. 121-61.  Airport Zoning Overlay

A. Purpose. 

1. This division is adopted pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes § 62.23(7a) 
and Wisconsin Statutes § 114.136. It is hereby found that an obstruction 
has the potential for endangering the lives and property of users of the 
New Richmond Regional Airport, and property or occupants of land in 
its vicinity; that an obstruction may affect existing and future instrument 
approach minimums of New Richmond Regional Airport; and that an 
obstruction may reduce the size of areas available for the landing, takeoff, 
and maneuvering of aircraft, thus tending to destroy or impair the utility 
of New Richmond Regional Airport and the public investment therein. 
Accordingly, it is declared:

a. That the creation or establishment of an obstruction has the 
potential of being a public nuisance and may injure the region 
served by New Richmond Regional Airport;

b. That it is necessary in the interest of the public health, public 
safety, and general welfare that the creation or establishment of 
obstructions that are a hazard to air navigation be prevented; and

c. That the prevention of these obstructions should be 
accomplished, to the extent legally possible, by the exercise of 
the police power without compensation.

2. It is further declared that the prevention of the creation or establishment of 
hazards to air navigation, the elimination, removal, alteration, or mitigation 
of hazards to air navigation, or marking and lighting of obstructions are 
public purposes for which a potential subdivision may raise and expend 
public funds and acquire land or interests in land.

B. Airport Approach Overlay District—Generally.

In order to carry out the provisions of this division, there is hereby created and 
established an Airport Approach Overlay District, an overlay district that extends 
no more than three miles from the Airport boundary. These zones are designated 
on the “Airport Height Limitation Map,” which is made a part of this division by 
reference.

C. Same—Height limitations.

Except as otherwise provided in this division, no structure shall be erected, altered 
or maintained, and no tree shall be allowed to grow to a height in excess of the 
applicable height limit designated for that zone on the “Airport Height Limitation 
Map.” An area located in more than one of the zones designated on said map 
is considered to be only in the zone with the more restrictive height limitation. 
A variance from this provision may be obtained in the manner provided for 
conditional use permit under Section 121-32.
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D. Same—Land use.

1. Scope. This section shall apply to all lands within three miles of the airport 
boundary as designated by the “Airport Height Limitation Map,” and 
shall include lands within the City and the towns of Star Prairie, Stanton, 
Richmond and Erin Prairie.

a. Permitted uses.

b. Open space.

c. Agricultural use as provided in Table 3.

2. Conditional uses. Any permitted use for which the affected property has 
been zoned by the City, town, village or County in which said property is 
located.

3. Prohibited uses. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this division, 
no use may be made of land or water within any zone established by 
this division in such a manner as to create electrical interference with 
navigational signals or radio communication between the airport and 
aircraft, make it difficult for pilots to distinguish between airport lights and 
others, result in glare in the eyes of pilots using the airport, impair visibility 
in the vicinity of the airport, create bird strike hazards, or otherwise in any 
way endanger or interfere with the landing, takeoff, or maneuvering of 
aircraft intending to use the airport.

E. Airport Zoning District—Generally.

In order to carry out the provisions of this division, there is hereby created and 
established an Airport Zoning District that consists of the New Richmond Regional 
Airport.

F. Same – Land Use

1. Permitted Uses – The following are permitted uses allowed within this 
zoning district:

a. Airport terminal buildings

b. Airport hangars

c. Air cargo facilities

d. Agriculture, excluding dwellings customarily provided in 
conjunction with a farm use

e. Buildings and uses of public works, public services, or public 
utility nature
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f. Commercial and industrial uses related to aviation provided 
compliance to Section 14-54 Policy and minimum standards for 
lessees and tenants is in compliance, specifically covering an 
application and granting of an authorization to operate a business at 
the New Richmond Regional Airport.

g. Any other uses clearly similar to those listed in this section

2. Accessory Uses. The following are accessory uses allowed within this zoning 
district:

a. Parking

b. Underground fuel tanks

c. Navigational aids and weather observation instruments

d. Storage facilities for airport purposes only

e. Any other uses clearly similar to those listed in this section

3. Conditional Uses. The following are conditional uses allowed within this 
zoning district:

a. Outside storage

b. Fencing

c. Recreational walking trails or parks

d. Underground utility lines

e. Commercial and industrial uses not related to aviation or incidental 
to airport operations

4. Prohibited uses. The following are conditional uses not allowed within this 
zoning district:

a. Single, duplex and multifamily dwelling units

b. Planned unit development (PUD’s)

c. Hospitals

d. Schools

e. Bulk flammable or bulk compressed gas storage

f. Incineration facilities

g. Uses that may attract massing birds, including landfills

h. Above grade major utility transmission lines and/or mains

Prohibited
form or function
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i. Commercial and industrial uses not related to aviation or 
incidental to airport operations

j. Bulk aboveground fuel storage tanks or facilities

k. Truck terminal and freight forwarding facilities which are regularly 
interrelated with air shipping

G. Conditional use permits.

The application for a conditional use permit under this section shall be in the same 
manner as prescribed in Section 121-32.

H. Site Plan Approval

The application for site plan approvals under this section shall be in the same 
manner as prescribed in Section 121-31 with the exclusion of those items 
previously planned by the Airport Authority and approved by the Development 
Review Committee as part of the sound management practices of the Airport 
Layout Plan, for example treatment of storm water.  The remaining criteria for site 
plan approvals of new buildings and facilities shall focus on building construction, 
architectural presentation and other essential layout features such as traffic.  
Approval of the Airport Development Plan and Site Plans shall rest with the 
Development Review Committee, as composed by City Supervisors so appointed 
and assigned by the City Administrator.  All decisions protested to be heard and 
decided by the Airport Commission.   
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