
PARK BOARD MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24, 2015 

 

Chair Craig Kittel called the Park Board meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, June 24, 2015. 

 

Members Present: Craig Kittel, Jon Hailey, Tania Strawn, Brian Schroeder, and Student Representative 

James Elkin 

 

Members Absent: Joe Ard and Frank Norton  

 

Others Present: Noah Wiedenfeld, Jeremiah Wendt, and Marie Bannink 

 

Craig Kittel moved to adopt the agenda, seconded by Brian Schroeder, motion carried.   

 

Brian Schroeder moved to approve the minutes of the April 29, 2015 meeting, special meeting of May 13, 

and May 26, 2015, seconded by Jon Hailey, motion carried. 

 

Public Business Items 

None   

 

Park Tour: 

Freedom Park – The staking for the road had been done on Tuesday and material is being stock piled.  

The fields were looked at, comment was made that if there are too many rocks the teams should come and 

pick them up.  There was discussion on top dressing some areas of the fields with peat or a lighter soil.  

Jeremiah Wendt pointed out where the Moving Wall and displays would be located.  Discussion took 

place regarding the possible placement of a community building. 

 

Skate Park – Jeremiah informed the group this site is where the snow gets dumped in the winter.  The site 

is very visible from the highway and the ball park.  This area could be used for overflow parking for the 

ballpark during tournaments.  With the size of the area there is potential for the skate park to expand in 

the future. 

 

Hatfield Campgrounds – There was discussion on putting in restrooms and showers.  The question arose 

if we really need them with the self sufficient motor homes.  There was discussion on doing a survey with 

the campers on what they would like to see out there. 

 

Mary Park – Jeremiah stated the tennis courts need to be resurfaced, and the rainbow slide needs to be 

replaced.  The boat landing is working well; we have had no complaints with the temporary fix. 

 

Mill Pond – There was discussion on the fencing on the dam.  The ramp should be completed this week. 

 

Unfinished Business 

Moving Wall, September 10 – 14, 2015: 

Representatives from the City met with army representatives on the Freedom Park site on Sunday, June 7, 

2015. Based on this meeting, the Army will not be able to help with the proposed project as planned in 

2015, but may be able to assist with future trail extensions or other development. With this news, City 

staff is moving forward with the Freedom Park project using City staff, but recognize that it is a very 

ambitious project to complete without the outside help that was expected. 

 

Park Plan Updates/Modifications:  

Consensus was we needed a splash pad, and this is already in the plan.  The question was asked if it had 

to be put into the park as listed in the park plan, and after discussion it was decided it could be put into 



another area.   Other items suggested were: tying together the trails and bike paths, disc golf undetermined 

location, toddler playground equipment at Mary and Paperjack Parks, and additional pedestrian access 

accommodations to Nature Center.  Jeremiah stated there is $10,000.00 in funds for Greaton Park; ideas 

were picnic tables, basketball courts, pavilion, backstop, signage, additional woodchips, and border 

replacement.  Tania Strawn stated there should be more funds available from home owners association.  

Craig Kittel stated he had no problem updating the park plan every month as long as it is at a meeting. 

 

New Business 

St. Croix County Wellness Committee to have a K9 demonstration on August 6
th

 at Mary Park: 

Motion was made by Jon Hailey to allow the K9 demonstration on August 6
th

 at Mary Park for the St. 

Croix Wellness picnic, seconded by Tania Strawn, motion carried. 

 

VFW Car show, Saturday, September 19,
 
2015 Mary Park: 

Brian Schroeder moved to approve the VFW Car Show at Mary Park on Saturday, September 19, 2015, 

seconded by Jon Hailey, motion carried. 

 

LWT Demo – Mary Park late August: 

There was a concern on if there was damage to the boat landing LWT would be responsible for the 

repairs.  Motion was made by Jon Hailey to allow LWT to demo their machine at Mary Park, noting LWT 

would be fully responsible for any damage done to the boat landing, seconded by Brian Schroeder, 

motion carried.  Jeremiah will work with Beth Thompson on making this a marketing opportunity for the 

City.  Neighbors will be notified of this event. 

 

Citizens Field Budget Update/Adjustments: 

Last fall, the Park Board approved a budget of $15,000 for the campground expansion project at Hatfield. 

That project was completed this spring at a total cost of $10,000. 

 

The City has received and approved donations for the scoreboard construction project totaling $29,650. 

The total estimated cost to install the scoreboard is approximately $26,000.  The Park Board previously 

approved spending $12,000 in Park Land Dedication Funds, along with $8,000 that would be paid back 

through advertising at Citizens Field, for a total budget of $20,000 for the bathroom remodel project. 

Prices for the project have come in over this budget amount, and the cost to the City is currently estimated 

at $26,600.  Jon Hailey moved to transfer up to $7,000.00 in campground funds up to cover the overrun at 

Citizens Field, seconded by Tania Strawn, motion carried. 

 

Turf Proposal – Freedom Park: 

City staff has experienced difficulty in establishing the turf on the Freedom Park soccer fields over the 

last several years. The installation of an irrigation system last year has helped significantly, but areas of 

the fields still lack established turf. With the Moving Wall event coming up this fall, staff wanted to 

explore the idea of bringing in professional help to work on the turf establishment on these fields. 

 

We solicited input and proposals from two local companies: Fitzgerald Lawn Care and Borgen Lawn 

Service. Borgen Lawn Service proposed one application of fertilizer and weed control at a total cost of 

$2,285. Fitzgerald Lawn Care proposed three applications of fertilizer and weed control at a total cost of 

$4,485 ($1,495 per application). 

 

Tania Strawn moved to contract with Fitzgerald Lawn Care proposed three applications of fertilizer and 

weed control at a total cost of $4,485, seconded by Brian Schroeder, motion carried. 

 

John Doar Civil Rights Walk: 

The Doar family has conceptual plans for the John Doar Civil Rights Walk around Mill Pond. The Doar 

Family has envisioned a relatively simple series of panels that would include illustrations and text as 



presented in the park packet. The next step in this process would be to develop a concept for a sign or 

concrete stamp for each panel, along with trees, decorative planters, or other amenities near each panel. 

Jeremiah stated RCU would like to partner financially with the City in this project.   

 

County-Owned Property along CTH A: 

The County has approached the City regarding Willow River Bluffs along CTY RD A. The County would 

like to turn this area into a park.  The infrastructure is in for the first phase.  There are some very nice 

executive end lots in this area.  Consensus is to keep the 20 lots that are in and the County keep the 

remainder of the property.  The County would like to put a trail around the entire property.  There was 

discussion on this area being ideal for the disc golf course.   

 

Skate Park Meeting – July 22, 2015: 

Discussion took place regarding combining the design meeting with the regular Park Board meeting.  It 

should be presented as our budget is this much and this is what can be purchased.   Consensus was build 

for what they have funds for.   

 

Playground Inspection Report summary: 

Jeremiah handed out the inspection reports staff completes in the spring. 

 

Review applications for Park Board Member and make recommendation to City Council: 

The applications were reviewed and discussion took place.  Craig Kittel moved to recommend, to the 

Mayor, and City Council, Christine Melby for the Park Board opening, seconded by Tania Strawn, motion 

carried. 

 

Park Land Trust Report: 

Park Land Trust Fund - $64,723.96 

Impact Fee Fund - $59,185.80 

 

Inspection Reports: 

These were handed in to Jeremiah. 

 

Announcements: 

Brian Schroeder asked if there was a set fee for using Freedom Park, and how to sign up for the fields, 

this will be an agenda item next month. 

 

Jon Hailey moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Brian Schroeder, motion carried. 

 

The meeting of the Park Board was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.  

 

Minutes Submitted by 

Marie Bannink 

City Secretary 


